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Hi! 
 

About three weeks ago, we faced some of the more difficult days of my time here.  
As you learned in the congregational letter that went out by email, anti-immigrant 
and anti-Muslim groups based in other states attempted to generate protests and 
even disruption of our “Souper Sunday” event on March 6.  That event–an 
invitation for Mahmoud Mahmoud of Church World Service to speak to us about 
the Syrian refugee crisis, the process that all those applying for refugee status in the 
United States must go through, and the realities for those Syrian refugees already 
legally admitted to this country and living in nearby communities–was described by 
some online as “helping ISIS”.  All this made it prudent for us to have two 
uniformed police officers onsite throughout the event.  
 

While it would be easy for us to dwell on those aspects of our hosting this forum, 
and treat them as “the story”, from my view the “real story” is much more 
important. 
 

When the event finally arrived, we had, at different times, anywhere from one to 
five protesters holding signs on the sidewalk next to the church, and several 
individuals inside who were clearly there to voice their opposition to admitting or 
assisting Syrian refugees. But other than that...nothing. 
 

And in my mind, that is the real story.  The real story is that, in this time when some 
political debates and rallies for candidates are characterized much more by grade 
school level taunts and physical aggression than thoughtful, nuanced assertions 
regarding serious and complex issues; this time when objective facts are often 
treated as irrelevant at best, and with contempt at worst; this time when 
confrontation is considered strength and conversation and civility weakness; we 
organized and carried out an event related to a significant and sensitive topic that 
said a loud and proud “Not here. Not now.” to all of that. 
 

Instead we said a faithful “Yes” to insisting on and creating an environment where 
all opinions, concerns and beliefs could be freely expressed without disruption; 
where those who were here from outside our spiritual community were treated as if 
they were part of it, regardless of whether or not they chose to accept that gracious 
welcome; and where we stood up for the core Christian principles of inclusion, 
hospitality, and the refusal to be intimidated by those who would have preferred we 
not take seriously the suffering of God's people in another part of the world. 
 

In short, we were Easter people–people of a Jesus whose life, teachings and spirit 
could not be silenced or done away with–even by death.  That is what you did.  That 
is who you are. 
 

For going on 11 years now I have loved and been proud to be a part of this faith 
community. But never more than I was in early March. 
 

Easter Blessings, 
 

Mark 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIESWORSHIP OPPORTUNITIESWORSHIP OPPORTUNITIESWORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Sunday, April 3—“Ask the Minister” & 
Communion 

Join us for our second “Ask the Minister” Sunday 
of the year.  Instead of our usual morning Message, 
we will spend that time discussing any biblical, 
theological, or spiritual questions you might have, 
whether they are Easter related or not.  We will also 
share in the Sacrament of Communion.  The 
Chancel Choir, after their outstanding musical 
leadership throughout Lent and Holy Week, will 
take a well-deserved Sunday off. 
 

Saturday, April 9—“First Saturday” 

Our monthly “First Saturday” worship will take 
place on the second Saturday of April, the  9th at 
5:30pm in the Sanctuary.  “First Saturday”, which 
features more time for individual and group 
reflection than our Sunday morning worship, is 
intended for those who find it difficult to be with us 
regularly on Sunday, or who desire a quieter, more 
contemplative worship experience on occasion. 
 

Sun., April 10—“Youth Band” Worship Debut 
The newest addition to our wide-ranging musical 
program, the Youth Band, will perform during 
Worship for the first time.  Please come out to 
welcome and support their contribution to our faith 
community.  After Worship, there will be a 
presentation in the Sanctuary on our new “hearing 
loop” system.  More on this on page 2. 

 
Sunday, April 24—Marc Hardy Award 

Our community celebrates another of its honored 
annual traditions–the awarding of the Marc Hardy 
Human Rights Award to an area high school student 
during the 10am Worship celebration. 
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Thru The Glass, Darkly 

Rev. Joy Mounts, Associate Minister 
 

“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to 
face.  Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I 
have been fully known.” 1 Corinthians 13:12 

 

Hanging from the sliding glass doors that lead from my living 
room to a balcony are a number of sun catchers.  I love stained 
glass and they are my own miniature ones. One in particular 
always catches my eye when I open the curtains in the morning to 
let in the light.  It is not the most beautiful.  In fact, it is quite 
plain.  It is heavy, an old fashioned strawberry with solid green 
glass leaves and a solid red berry below.  The metal frame is thick.  
It looks sturdy and it is.  
 

It hung for years over the kitchen sink in my Grandmother Reed’s 
house in Indiana.  Whenever you looked out the window toward 
the barns and rest of the farm, there it was, right in front of you.  
You had to look through it to see outside. This was a problem 
because it is so thick.  Still, it added a certain something to 
whatever part of the world you were looking at.  And my 
grandmother loved it. 
 

After my grandparents had both passed away and we were 
cleaning out their house, it still hung in the window.  As we were 
leaving, I asked if anyone wanted it.  My mom said no and that I 
could take it if I wanted.  When I got home I put it on the door.  It 
seemed surprised to be looking out on Route 22 rather than a farm.  
But for me, each time I see it, I see the barns in the distance, and I 
smile. 
 

It changes my view, even if only with my inner eye.  
Stained glass can do that.  It throws rainbows and 
shows a world outside filled with light and color. 
Maybe it distorts the way things are to show us how 
things could be.  
 

What are the things that change our point of view when we look 
through them?  In 1 Corinthians, Paul wrote about looking in a 
mirror dimly but some day seeing face to face.  He was talking 
about how we see God and how we see ourselves in God’s eyes.  
Now we can only know a part of what it means to be loved but 
someday we will know everything, including how God has always 
seen us as we are and loved us as we are.  God is not looking 
through anything special to see us, just the eyes of love.  Maybe 
we need to use the same lens when we look at each other.   
 

This spring, as the daylight hours grow longer, let us turn our eyes 
toward seeing things as they could be and then working to make 
them so.  Maybe we don’t all have a sun catcher to remind us to 
try, but why not challenge ourselves to find that thing – scripture 
verse, book, poem, song, stained glass, etc. – that helps us open 
our view and see ourself and each other with God’s eyes. 
 

Here’s looking at you! 
 

Peace, 
 

Joy 

After-Church Forum on “Hearing Loop” 
Sunday, April 10 

 

We have recently installed a ‘Hearing Loop’ in 
our Sanctuary.  This system provides a direct 
connection from our sound system to 
appropriately equipped modern hearing aids.  If 
you don’t have a t-coil enabled hearing aid you 
can still use the system with the help of a “Loop 

Listener”.  This loop listener is a small device that is worn around 
the neck and comes with headphones.  
 

Following the Worship service on Sunday, April 10, Daniel Berke 
of Loop NJ, who supplied and installed the system, will join us in 
the Sanctuary to demonstrate the system and answer any questions 
concerning its use. 

Moving Meditation  
 

Monday Evening Classes  
April 4, 11, 18; May 16, 23, 30  

6:30-7:15pm 

 

Most classes will be held in Patton.  (Look for 
signs on doors).  
 

Moving Meditation is a simple, gentle, graceful 
movement, stress reduction technique based on 
ancient Asian Qigong wellness systems.   

 

Questions, please call Laura Berzofsky at (908) 232-0169.   
 

Donations welcome- raising funds Fcc’s Youth Mission Trip 2016. 

In March, FCC’s own, 
illustrious Dr. Barbara Thomson 
introduced the Readers and 
Riders to the complex musical 
instrument that is the church 
organ—with its multiple 
keyboards, foot pedals, stops and 
pistons that give it such range, 
so much variation in volume, 
and allow it to simulate so many 

other instruments.  Barbara then regaled everyone with stories 
about how, before the 
modernized form of the 
organ, people had to 
force air through 
bellows to actuate the 
pipes; and about her 
experience performing 
in the vast cathedral of 
Notre Dame in Paris.  
Then she graced 
everyone with an 
impromptu performance of Bach’s “Jesus, Joy of Man’s 
Desiring”—played from memory no less!  St. Patrick’s cupcakes 
and Irish oatmeal cookies with tea then rounded out the celebration 
in Patton. 
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Our final Adult Studies unit for 
the year begins in mid-April: 
 

 

“Hazardous Saints” 

 

Tuesdays: April 19 and 26; May 3, 10, 17 and 24 

7:30-8:30pm 

Coe Hall 
 

During this six-week video based unit, we will explore the lives 
of six people who made critical contributions to Christianity by 
advocating for significant change and making a difference in the 
lives of many in their time and since: Barnabas, Francis of Assisi, 
Thomas Cranmer, Sojourner Truth, Dorothy Day, and Oscar 
Romero.  After reviewing each person’s life on video, we will 
examine and discuss the ways in which we might follow their 
example in our own lives. 

Remember this FCC survey question from 2015?  The number 1 
way that people discover FCC is being invited for a visit by a 
member.  Overwhelmingly, we know that most people who visit 
and later become members of FCC were originally asked by 
someone they know. 
 

For FCC to grow and thrive–Invite a friend to FCC. 
 

For the family with small children looking for a church home–

Invite them to FCC. 
 

For the spiritual musician looking for connections–Invite them to 
FCC. 
 

For the parents of a middle or high schooler looking for their child 
to be confirmed–Invite them to FCC. 
 

For that friend or neighbor looking for a progressive, inclusive 
faith community–Invite them to FCC.   
 

For someone seeking opportunities to do service–Invite them to 
FCC.  
 

Invite a friend to FCC.  It helps us and it helps you. 
 

How do you think we can grow?  Email nancyhvoltz@gmail.com. 

Join us on Thursday, April 7, in Chapel 
Lounge at 7pm to see the movie Calvary. 
 

Father James (Brendan Gleeson) is a small-
town priest in Ireland who during Sunday 
confessions is told he will be killed in a 
week’s time.  Deeply troubled and conflicted 
about how to respond, he attempts to carry 
out his calling through the following days.  

As he moves closer to the appointed day of his murder, he is 
forced to confront a troubling array of spiritual challenges from 
his parishioners and his estranged daughter (Kelly Reilly).  Father 
James’ life begins to fall apart as he faces those struggles and the 
final confrontation arrives—one that will crystallize his values 
and what he wants his life to have been about. 
 

All are welcome to join in on the viewing and discussion of the 
film.  Cinema Circle meets on the first Thursday of each month at 
7pm to see movies as a group.  For more information, please 
contact Ed or Debbie Saridaki at (908) 889-4719. 

What do you know about the Westfield 
Memorial Library?  On Thursday, April 7 
at 11am Readers and Riders will learn 
everything one ever wanted to know when 
Jennifer Schulze takes us behind the 
scenes.  Ms. Schulze has been the Head of 
Adult Services since 2010 when the position combined both 
Reference and Adult services.  Lunch will follow at Il Gabbiano 
in Cranford.  We will carpool from the Church parking lot at 
10:40am  Please call Bev Heinrich at (908) 233-8656 for more 
information or if you need a ride. 

 

Save the date  
On Thursday, June 9, male and female lighthouse 
aficionados are going ‘down the shore’ to the Twin 
Lights Historic Site in Highlands, NJ. 

What’s In a Name?   
 

Have you ever had difficulty putting a name 
with a familiar face?  At FCC in years past 
members wore nametags during Coffee Hour.  
This was a great way to get to know people by 
name!  Our visitors had the peel-on variety so 
no one was left out.  The Board of Christian Invitation is 
discussing updating the current nametags.  We would like to get 
input from you.  Would you wear an FCC nametag on Sunday 
mornings?  Do you feel this will be beneficial to our faith 
community?  Where should the nametags be kept to best encourage 
participation?  Please speak with any Christian Invitation board 
member to share your thoughts.  If you prefer to write your views 
on nametags, please email Jill Adams at xtexjma@hotmail.com. 
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Church School News 
 

 

Sunday, April 3—Expanded Communion at FCC 

On April 3, children, 3 years through Grade 8, will again join 
their families in the Sanctuary to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Communion together.  After the morning’s Message, the 
children will be escorted by their teachers into the Sanctuary 
during a hymn to rejoin their families for the start of 
Communion.   
 

 

 

Heifer Int’l Arks and Read to Feed Pledges Are Due 

All children are asked to return their Heifer International Ark 
banks and Read-to-Feed pledges to their Church School 
teacher or to Alida Woods.  Please make checks payable to 
FCC, with “Heifer” in the memo.  Alida would like to thank 
all those who participated in this worthwhile cause by helping 
Heifer fulfill its mission to end global hunger and poverty 
while caring for the Earth. 
  
We are very thankful to Wally and Linda Parker for again 
matching all of the funds raised by the church in support of 
Heifer International. 
 

Church School Teacher Training 

The final Bible Study class for Church School teachers will be 
offered on Thursday, April 28, in the Chapel Lounge at 7pm.  
This class will cover the lessons for May and the beginning of 
June.  Please come prepared with questions about the weeks 
you are teaching. 
 

Alexander Award 

The applications for the Alexander Award Scholarship are due 
on Friday, April 29.  All interested Seniors should submit their 
applications to the church office, uccfcc@verizon.net.   
 

The Alexander Award Scholarship, named in memory of 
longtime members Edna and John Alexander, is given 
annually to one or more high school seniors who have made a 
significant contribution to the life of the church. 

Spaghettie Dinner — 2016 

Board of Outreach with our guest Mahmoud 
Mahmoud of Church World Service during 

‘Souper Sunday’. 

‘Souper Sunday’ presentation by Mahmoud Mahmoud discussing 
the Syrian refugee resettlement effort. 

Annual Adult Retreat 
Friday, May 6 and Saturday, May 7 

 

The third annual FCC all-adult spiritual retreat will take place 
on Friday, May 6 and Saturday, May 7.  This year’s theme will 
be “The Spiritual Gifts”.  We will identify a number of what 
the Christian and other traditions consider spiritual gifts, what 
they mean, and how we might best use ours in the course of 
our daily lives to both enhance our faith and contribute to our 
own and others' lives. 
 

We will be returning to the site of last year’s retreat, the Belle-
vue Stratford Inn, just one block from the water in Ocean 
Grove, New Jersey, from late afternoon on Friday, May 6 to 
late afternoon on Saturday, May 7. 
 

The cost for attending will remain the same as last year, $140. 
This includes the expense for one night’s lodging, meals, 
snacks and materials.  Checks should be made out to “First 
Congregational Church”. 
 

More specific information will be distributed as we get closer 
to the retreat date.  For now, please contact Lyn Kelman, Joy 
or Mark to reserve a spot, or for any questions or concerns. 
 

In just two years time, the all-adult retreat has grown into one 
of our most popular growth opportunities.  We hope that you 
will seriously consider giving yourself the “spiritual gift” of 
taking part in it. 
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Youth Fellowship 

 

The Youth Fellowship had a busy March.  We started the month 
with a Bridges Run to New York City with the Confirmation 
class.  We stopped at two locations in New York City, the 34th 
Street heliport area and the South Ferry area.  Since it was the 
first of the month we probably served around 75 people total.  
Those that came were very happy to take extra meals as well as 
extra servings of soup and hot chocolate as it was a cold night.  

In March, the Junior High YF had their offsite dinner at Chili’s.  
Ten of the junior high’s attended as well as four adult 
chaperones.  It was a really fun dinner!  

On March 12, the YF and the Confirmands went to into New 
York City for our annual service day with YSOP. (Youth 
Services Opportunities Project) Twelve students and six adult 
chaperones participated.  We served at two different locations, 
both in the Bronx.  One was a soup kitchen in a church and the 
other was an urban garden.  It was a wonderful day of service. 
 

On March 13 we tried a new activity when seventeen of YF went 
to Rebounderz in Edison.  This was organized by YF Leaders 
Joey Elkin and Zach Voltz.  We had a lot of fun on the 
trampolines, the flying basketball, the arcade and eating pizza 
before heading home. 
 

The YF will end the month with a meeting led by the 
Confirmation class.  Looking ahead to April we will be having 
regular meetings, working on Summer Mission trip plans and 
getting ready for the Summer Mission Trip Tag Sale on May 14 
(see left column).  

April Confirmation Schedule 
 

Sunday, April 3 

 11:30am Class 

Kotetsee 

 

Sunday, April 10 

 11:30am Class 

Kotetsee  
 

Sunday, April 17 

 11:30am Class 

Kotetsee 

 

Saturday, April 23 

 Confirmation trip to NYC 

Depart 9:30am – return 3:30pm 

 

Sunday, April 24 

 No class 

 

Sunday, April 29-30 

 Confirmation Retreat  
 Ocean Grove, NJ  Details to be emailed 

 
April Youth Fellowship Schedule 

 

Sunday, April 3 

 No YF 

 

Sunday, April 10 

 5pm YF Meeting 

 

Sunday, April 17 

 5pm YF Meeting 

 

Sunday, April 24 

 5pm YF Meeting 

It’s Tag Sale Time! 
 

The Mission Trip Tag Sale is on 
Saturday, May 14.  This will be our last 
tag sale fundraiser for the Summer 
Mission Trip.  We will have a different 
spring fundraiser next year.  So now is the time to clean out your 
attics and basements! 
 

We will begin taking donations on Monday, April 25 from the 
congregation only.  We will begin accepting donations from the 
general public on Monday, May 2.  Donations will be accepted 
during Church Office hours, 9am - 3pm, on Monday - Friday. For 
help with larger items and furniture, please contact the church 
office about donating and pick up.   
 

The sorting of all donations will occur in Patton the week of May 
9.  We will also do some pre-sorting in Coe the week of May 2.  
We will move all of the items into Patton on Sunday, May 8.  If 
you are interested in helping with the Tag Sale – sorting, pricing or 
helping to work the sale – or have any questions or concerns, 
please see Rev. Mounts.  All help will be most welcome! 



The Congregationalist 6 

Talent Show Pictures 
(Continued on page 7) 

Spaghetti Dinner and 
Talent Show Thanks! 
 

Thanks to everyone who worked so 
hard to help make this year’s 
Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show 
such a big success!  We raised 
$1200 toward the Summer Mission 

Trip to Washington, DC with YSOP (Youth Services 
Opportunities Project).  Thanks to those who cooked, served, 
cleaned up, helped and donated food items or desserts. Thanks 
to all those who performed in the Talent Show – youth band 
members, singers, pianists, organists, sign language and ballet 
– you all were wonderful!  Last but not least – thanks to 
everyone who attended and once again lent your support and 
encouragement to our youth programs.  (Spaghetti Dinner 
pictures on page 4.)  

Thank You to our FISH  
Network Volunteers 

 

The Board of Outreach Ministries 
would like to extend its thanks to 
those of you who signed up and 
delivered meals to the homeless 
families who were staying at the 
Presbyterian Church in Westfield 
in partnership with the FISH 
network, on February 28, 29 and 
March 1.  We would also like to 
thank those of you who 
volunteered but were not needed this time around.  Your generosity 
and support of this very important outreach ministry is greatly 
appreciated! 
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Talent Show Pictures 
(Continued from page 6) 
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Next Deadline:  April 19 

 

The Annual Progressive Appetizers and Desserts Evening 

Saturday, May 21 

Sign Up Now –– Deadline is May 14 

 

Mark your calendar!  On Saturday, May 21, from 6:30 until 10pm, join adult members 
and friends of FCC for our annual progressive event.  Sign up at Coffee Hour during 
the month of April, or fill out the form below and mail it to the Church Office.  The 
evening is a great way to make new friends and get together with old ones.  Everyone 
is asked to either prepare food or open their home for part of the evening.  Please call 
or email Jane Westerhold at (908) 789-2182, or jane.westerhold@gmail.com for more 
information or transportation. 
 

Appetizers: 6:30–8:15pm 

You and your co-hosts (2-3) will plan and share expenses for soft drinks, wine, and 
hearty hors d’oeuvres for approximately 25–30 people.  
 

Dessert: 8:30–10pm 

We need one generous person to host the evening’s finale. (~60 people).  You will 
have several co-hosts to help plan and share expenses for coffee/tea and desserts. 
 
Name_____________________________________Phone __________________ 

 

Address___________________________________________________________ 

 

Check one: 
�Appetizer Hosts (2-3 to volunteer home) �Appetizer Co-Host  

(provide food/beverages) 
 

� One Dessert Host (volunteer home) �Dessert Co-Host  
(provide food/beverages) 

 

Please list food allergies: 


