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Hi... 
 

Depending on whether you receive The Congregationalist electronically or 
by regular mail, we will either be on the threshold of or just past Easter 
Sunday. Which means that another Lent has come and gone without me 
choosing to give anything up. 
 

That’s what many Christians do during Lent - choose something they like 
(chocolate, pizza, TV, etc.) and try to give it up for the 40 days of Lent as 
an act of spiritual discipline. That’s what I did for many years. Or tried to 
do, often without success. So a few Years ago I stopped. 
 

Instead, and also like many other Christians, I’ve tried to do more instead 
of give up - do more acts of kindness and service rather than give up a 
favorite food or pastime. And while I think there is a lot to be said for that 
approach, this year I started to think more seriously again about the idea of 
giving something up. 
 

But not for Lent. For Easter. 
 

I have wondered this year if perhaps Easter, rather than Lent, isn’t the more 
appropriate time to commit to giving something up. Easter is about God’s 
power to raise Jesus up, and therefore, raise us up too. It’s about God’s 
power to bring new life from Jesus’ death, and therefore, from the things in 
us that are currently dead or the things we do which lead to death - 
spiritual, emotional and community death. 
 

In recognition of that gift, in gratitude for it, maybe the most appropriate 
response then, is to give up something that contributes to spiritual, 
emotional or community death. Things like chronic materialism, hyper 
competitiveness, and myopic individualism. Maybe political, social or 
religious tribalism. Those are the kinds of things that bring death to our 
spirits and to our sense of community. Those are the kinds of things which 
Jesus called us to give up throughout our lives.  
 

I was never very good at giving things up for Lent. I will try to be better at 
giving things up for Easter. And beyond. 
 

 

Blessings, 
 

Mark 

WORSHIP NOTES 

 

Sunday, April 1 - EASTER 

We renew our faith and trust in the triumph of God's ways 
of life over the ways of death with two Worship 
celebrations of Scripture, Message and soul-stirring, spirit-
filled choir and instrumental music at 9 & 11am. A One-

Room Church School will be available for children 3 years 
old - Grade 5 at both services, as well as our Crib Room for 
children up to 3 years old. 
 

Saturday, April 7 - “First Saturday” 

Our monthly “First Saturday” worship will take place at 
5:30pm in the Sanctuary. “First Saturday”, which features 
more time for individual and group reflection than our 
Sunday morning worship,  is intended for those who find it 
difficult to be with us regularly on Sunday, or who desire a 
quieter, more contemplative worship experience on 
occasion. 
 

Sunday, April 8 - “Ask the Minister” and Communion 

Join us for our second “Ask the Minister” Sunday of the 
year. Instead of our usual morning Message, we will spend 
that time discussing any biblical, theological, or spiritual 
questions you might have, whether they are Easter related 
or not. The Chancel Choir, after their outstanding musical 
leadership throughout Lent and Holy Week, will take a 
well-deserved Sunday off. We will also celebrate the 
Sacrament of Communion. 
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Associate Minister’s Message 

Rev. Joy Mounts  
 

Getting To Work 

 

There are two types of stores where I don’t really trust myself - 
bookstores and craft stores. I have written before about my love 
for bookstores. Similarly, there’s just something about craft 
materials that call to me.  
 

Silk flowers on sale for $ .99 a stem? Coloring books? Brushes? 
Pens? What! How can I possibly pass that up. I find myself 
leaving with a much bigger bag of supplies than I ever intended 
to buy when I walked in the door. I should just stay out of craft 
supply stores but that is not realistic. Instead, I need to find a 
way to go and get what I went for and leave. But that may not 
be realistic either. Especially in the spring when the heart turns 
toward creative projects. Or any season when that happens.  
 

The fact is that we all have things that call to us to help  express 
who we are. Maybe it is art, or writing, or singing, or cooking, 
or any number of creative outlets. We all have gifts that we long 
to but don’t always find the time to use. And that can be 
frustrating. We want to use them but have a hard time making 
space for them in our already crowded lives. We think someday 
we’ll get to it. We’ll buy the supplies now so we’ll be ready 
when it happens. But will we give ourselves the space we need,  
or end up with a closet full of supplies?  
 

We can be that way about our faith life too. We‘d like to work 
on our faith life, study the Bible, have a more consistent prayer 
life. But life crowds in and we think we’ll get to it tomorrow. 
Only tomorrow never comes. Maybe it’s time to take our faith 
off the shelf. Dust it off and do the study, do the work it takes to 
deepen our faith and our relationship with God. Not wait for 
tomorrow to come but to start today. That means we have to be 
intentional. We have to make time each day to do this, whether 
it’s reading the Bible, praying, meditating or any number of 
ways that we can practice our faith life. It might be hard at first 
to get going but after a while we’ll wonder why we thought we 
could never fit it in to begin with.  
 

Spring is a great time to start new projects or to get going on old 
ones. And it’s also a wonderful time to answer the call that God 
is always placing on our hearts to deepen and strengthen our 
relationship. Why not challenge yourself to try? You will be 
glad you did.  
 

Peace,  
Joy 

April 
Communion Offering 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing:  
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS), as part of Our Churches 
Wider Mission, is a special 

mission offering of the United Church of Christ that carries 
God’s message of love and hope to people in crisis. The UCC 
works with international partners to provide sources of clean 
water, food, education and health care, small business micro-

credit, advocacy and resettlement for refugees and displaced 
persons, and emergency relief and rehabilitation.  OGHS also 
supports domestic and international ministries for disaster 
preparedness and response.  Almost 60 percent of the UCC's 
offering supports international development initiatives, 
including annual support for missionaries. Currently there are 4 
OGHS supported missionaries and 2 Global Mission Interns 
working in disaster relief, health care, education, sustainable 
agricultural development, and refugee support. The offering 
also funds disaster preparedness and response, and disaster 
related volunteer initiatives in the U.S.  
 

For more information, please visit the One Great Hour of 
Sharing website at www.ucc.org/oghs, Thank you for your 
consideration and support. 

Share Your & Learn Ours! 

        The Board of Christian Invitation      
invites you to join us for 

 

 & 
An opportunity to learn more about the history and mission 

of First Congregational Church 

               Sunday, April 22 

11:30 a.m. 
in McCorison Center 

 

Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea, Rev. Joy Mounts and 
Church School Superintendent Alida Woods  

will provide background on FCC’s faith prac-
tices and answer questions in an informal set-

ting. Childcare is available. 
 

Please RSVP by April 18 to the 
Church Office  

    (908) 233-2494 or 
uccfcc@verizon.net  

All hands on deck!  Saturday, April 
Church Spring Cleaning - Indoors and Out.  

The Trustees will be working on the 
grounds to welcome spring, and the 
Deacons have a To-Do list for 
indoor areas. Please arrive as early 
as 8:00am and work in the area of 

your choice. There will be coffee, juice and bagels. Bring your 
own tools for the work you want to do outside. You can let 
Keith Westerhold and/or Merry Wisler know you’ll be coming 
or just show up for a couple of hours of fellowship with friends 
and work on the church we love.” 
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FCC Adult Retreat Update 

 

The FCC Annual Adult Retreat will be at Grove Hall in Ocean Grove 
on April 27-28. We are thrilled that twenty-seven participants are 
signed up to attend. The theme this year is Christian Soup – What Do 
We Gather from Our Spiritual Garden and will be lead by the 
planning team of Lyn Kelman, Steve and Ruth Indelicato, Laura 
Berzofsky, Ellen Hollis, Rick Obrock and Vivian Hsu. Pictures and 
reflections from the retreat will be in the May Congregationalist.   

ADULT STUDIES 

 

Our final Adult Studies unit for 
the year begins in late April: 
 

 

"Hope Is A Muscle" 

 

Mondays: April 23 and 30; May 7 and 14 

7:30-8:30pm in Chapel Lounge 

 

Hope. It is a foundational idea in the Christian spiritual 
tradition. But what is hope. What Christianity and other 
spiritual traditions have long understood, and what more 
recently, psychology and neuroscience have come to grasp, 
is that hope is far more than just a feeling we either have or 
don’t. Instead, hope is a spiritual and emotional skill - a 
habit we can take steps to acquire and strengthen.  
 

As the title of a best-selling book a few years ago put it, 
“Hope Is A Muscle”. During this four-week unit, we will 
explore, through spiritual texts, exercises and discussion, 
the meaning and practice of hope as a spiritual and 
emotional skill, habit...muscle.  
 

 

“Prayer and Meditation” 

 

Tuesday, April 10 

7:30pm-8:30pm in the Sanctuary 

 

Members, friends and guests are welcome to a time of 
sharing in prayer and meditative practices. These sessions 
also include time for participants to offer their own prayer 
intentions. 

WaySharers 

 

WaySharers will meet on Friday, April 6 for Yoga.  On Friday, April 
27  we will meet for Karate.  

 

For information about WaySharers, call Cynthia Mathis (908) 233-

0180. 

Women's’ Fellowship 

Readers and Riders 

 

Surprise - the January snow wiped 
out our meeting but not our 
spirits! Join Readers and Riders at 
noon on Thursday, April 5 in 
Patton Auditorium for our 
postponed soup and movie 
extravaganza. Bring your own 
sandwich and get ready to view  
“Going in Style” which features 
Morgan Freeman, Michael Caine, 
Alan Arkin, and Ann-Margaret. 

The stars are all ‘oldies but goodies.’ Please call Bev 
Heinrich at (908) 233-8656 by April 3rd to sign up or for 
more information. 

Souper Sunday 

Above - Souper Sunday DACA 
Presentation Sponsored by Board of 
Outreach.   
 

Right  With presenters; 
Immigration Attorney Sheila Moreira  
and Maria Del Cid - Founder of the 
Del Cid Dreamers  Scholarship 
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Roots & Wings Update 

 

In 2013 a group of FCC members rallied 
around the cause of providing support for 
youth in New Jersey who have aged out of the 
foster care system by researching the problem, 
identifying a Denville based organization with 
a great program model and securing grants 
that allowed us to bring Roots & Wings to Union County.  
 

In the fall of 2014 the first UC apartment for two young women opened 
in Garwood and was completely furnished through the amazing efforts 
of Allison Jaruzelski. This brought the total R&W bed count from 8 to 
10. 
 

Much has happened since then. By the end of 2017 the total R&W bed 
count increased to 22 with 7 in Garwood. The dedicated staff and vi-
sionary board share a passion for its mission to provide aged out foster 
youth with safe housing, educational support, counseling, and life skills 
in order to empower them toward self-sufficiency. The 2018 goal is to 
open two more sites and increase the number of beds for our young 
adults to 30. 
 

Each month FCC provides meeting space for the UC Volunteers who 
work to support the mission of R&W and the young adults in its care. 
This past November the group hosted the first Thanksgiving Dinner for 
clients, mentors and staff in the newly renovated Patton Auditorium. It 
was a wonderful success and one everyone hopes to make an annual 
event. Roots & Wings extends its thanks and is most grateful for the 
continued support of FCC. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about Roots &Wings or would 
like to attend our monthly volunteer meeting please contact Wendy 
Masteller at: (908) 654-5280   wmasteller@verizon.net 
 

 

Wendy Masteller 
Roots & Wings 
Board of Trustees 

FCC member 

Moving Meditation   
 

Monday Evening Classes  
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

May 7, 14, 21, 28 

From 6:30-7:15 pm 

 

Classes in Patton Auditorium- (Look for 
Signs on Doors). Simple gentle, graceful 
movement. Stress Reduction based on 

ancient Asian Qigong wellness systems. Questions? Call 
Laura Berzofsky (908) 232-6516. Donations welcome- 

raising funds for FCC’s Youth Mission Trip 2018. 

TAG * THE * BAG 

And help the FCC Summer 
Youth Mission Trip to John’s 

River Valley, 
in Collettsville, NC! 

 

Here’s how it works: We purchased a backpack for the 
trip to Collettsville, North Carolina. The name of each 
person who donates any amount of money will be written 
(tagged) in black ink on the backpack… a tangible, visual 
reminder of all the people that care for us and pray for us 
while we are away. The bag will be carried throughout 
our journey. Please Tag The Bag and be a part of some-
thing really special, even if you cannot physically join us. 

 

Each youth member will be carrying a backpack that 
can be tagged. Any money that they raise will come off 

the cost of their trip. 

OR 

If you would like to donate and TAG THE BAG, there 
will be a bag that represents FCC. 

 

Questions about this fundraiser? 

 

Denise Schifando: (908) 217-5130 

cschifando@yahoo.com 

Annual Lenten  Festival Music performance of Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass 
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Youth Fellowship 
Update 

 

In March the YF was 
busy! First up was being 
the wait staff and helping with the Spaghetti Dinner and Talent 
Show where over $2100 was raised for the Mission Trip. Several 
YF also performed for the show. On Saturday, March 10 a group of 
20 YF and adult chaperones served in two soup kitchens (Brooklyn 
and the Bronx) and a food pantry (Manhattan) in NYC with YSOP 
(Youth Service Opportunities Project).  Then on March 15, we 
gathered to make 200 plus sandwiches and bag lunches for our 
March 16 Bridges Run to NYC.  A group of ten YF and five adults 
braved frigid temperatures and a biting wind to hand them out at 
two locations in the 34th Street Heliport and Battery Park areas. On 
Sunday, March 18, the Junior Highs had their offsite dinner at 
Cosimos in Westfield. We closed the month with the YF Easter Egg 
Hunt and Paper Airplane Making and Flying Contest on March 25. 
 

In April we will have a Mission Trip Meeting, have several regular 
meetings, go bowling, and the Senior Highs will have their off site 
dinner. If you have any questions, please see Rev. Mounts. 
 

 April 
April 1 Easter  No YF  

April 8  5pm YF Meeting 

April 15  5pm YF Meeting 

    Bowling – off site 

April 22  5pm Senior High off-site dinner  
April 29  5pm YF Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

April Confirmation 

 

April 1  Easter – no Class 

April 8   11:30am Class 

April 15   11:30am Class 

April 21 (Saturday)  9:30am NYC trip 

   Parents and mentors invited –Mandatory 

April 22  No Class 

April 29  11:30am Class 

Nightwatch - February 25, 2018 

Confirmands, Mentors , Youth Fellowship & Cler-
gy at YSOP in NYC. 

YF Junior High Dinner at Cosimos 

Bridges Run to New York City 
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THE OPERA IS BACK!! 
 

This year's annual outing to the Metropolitan 
Opera will be on Monday, April 30, with 
attendance at one of my all-time favorite 
operas, Puccini's Tosca. The all-star cast is 
headed by the fabulous Anna Netrebko, one 
of the most famous sopranos of our time. 
Combine her voice and star quality with 
Puccini's gorgeous melodies, and you have a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience! 
 

We will meet at a restaurant in New York for dinner at 
5:30, then walk over to Lincoln Center for the 7:30 
performance. The running time of the opera, including 
intermissions, is just under 3 hours, so we will be out by 
10:30. 
 

As always, I suggest you buy your own tickets on the Met's 
website, Metopera.org., so you can pick tickets that suit 
your budget. I have checked and see that it is selling out 
quickly, so if you want to go, make a commitment now and 
buy the tickets ASAP before they're all gone. 
Let me know if you are planning to attend – 
Bctbct@aol.com. I can't wait to see this one! 
  

Barbara Thomson 

Mission Trip Update 
Our first big fundraiser kicked off the 
month of March! The Spaghetti Dinner 
and Talent Show was on Saturday, March 
3 in Patton Auditorium with 130 FCC 
members and friends in attendance. We 

raised over $2100. See the photos from the event on pages 9 & 10. We 
have also begun work on our May 5 fundraiser – Trivia Night. See 
details on below. The final fundraiser at 16 Prospect will be held in 
late June or early July. Details in the May Congregationalist. 
 

Last year we did a Tag the Bag fundraiser run by Denise Schifando in 
which folks donated toward the total Mission Trip costs and put 
money inside a pink backpack that Denise carried on the trip. All of 
the donors’ names were displayed on the outside of the backpack. This 
year we decided to do individual Tag the Bag fundraisers with the 
monies collected going toward students’ individual trip costs.  So, if 
you see a Mission Tripper with a backpack you will know what is 
going on! Please see more info on p 4. We are also busy working on 
all the many Mission Trip details for our work with the Johns River 
Valley Camp in NC. Further updates will be in the May 
Congregationalist.  

Trip to the Frick! 
 

Jacob and His Sons 

 

On Saturday, April 21, we are 
taking a trip to the Frick Art 
Museum in NYC to see the 
exhibit “ Jacob and His Sons”.  
 

From the Frick website -  
In collaboration with the Meadows Museum, Dallas, Texas, 
and The Auckland Project, County Durham, England, The 
Frick Collection has organized an exhibition of Jacob and 
His Twelve Sons, an ambitious series of thirteen paintings 
that depict over life-size figures from the Old Testament. On 
loan from Auckland Castle, the works by the Spanish 
Golden Age master Francisco de Zurbarán (1598–1664) 
have never before traveled to the United States. The series 
was likely intended for export to the New World. In 
seventeenth-century Spain, it was commonly believed that 
indigenous peoples of the Americas were descended from 
the so-called “lost tribes of Israel.” The paintings, however, 
did not come to light until the 1720s in England when they 
appeared at auction and were purchased by a Jewish 
merchant. In 1756 they were acquired by Richard Trevor, 
Bishop of Durham, a supporter of Jewish rights. Trevor 
hung them in the dining room at Auckland Castle, where 
they have remained for over 250 years. A two-year 
restoration of Auckland Castle presents this extraordinary 
study and exhibition opportunity. 
 

This trip will coincide with the Confirmation Class’ trip to 
NYC to see the three Fifth Ave. churches we tour each 
year. Details and cost are being put together. If you are 
interested in going, please let Rev. Mounts know by 
Friday, April 6. Please let her know if you have any 
questions about the trip.  

 

 

& 

 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped make the Spaghetti Dinner and 
Talent Show such a success.  Cooks, servers, cleaners, performers, 
attendees and all!  We raised over $2,000 towards our  Summer 
Mission Trip to North Carolina.  
Thanks Again! 

Please Note New Date 

 

Trivia Night  
Saturday May 5  
Save the Date! 

 

 

On Saturday, May 5 we will be having our second annual Trivia 
Night Mission Trip Fundraiser which will be held this year in Patton 
Auditorium at 7pm with dinner and trivia. Sign ups will begin in late 
April, so you have plenty of time to put your team together!  
 

If you attended last year, then you know what a fun evening of food, 
trivia and fellowship it was. Not to mention all of the wonderful 
silent auction items that were bid on and won! We are working on 
all of the details and silent auction prizes for this event and there 
will be more info in the May Congregationalist and Sunday 
Morning Announcements. But for now – please save the date! 
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Church School News 
 

April 1 – Easter Sunday 

There will be two services on Easter Sunday, 9am and 11am. The 
Crib Room for infants and toddlers, as well as a One-Room 
Church School for children three years through Grade 5, will be 
offered at both services. Thank you to Alicia and Scott Adams for 
volunteering to teach the 9am class and to Helene and Rich 
McNanna for volunteering to teach the 11am class. 
 

Heifer International Arks and Read to Feed Pledges Are 
Due 

Our Church School’s Lenten mission project, 
Heifer International, has concluded. Please 
return the Heifer International Ark banks and 
Read to Feed pledges to your child’s Church 
School teacher or to Alida Woods. Please 
make checks payable to FCC, with “Heifer” 

in the memo.  Alida would like to thank all those who participated 
in this worthwhile cause by helping Heifer fulfill its mission to 
end global hunger and poverty while caring for the Earth.  
 

We are very thankful to Wally and Linda Parker for again 
matching all of the funds raised by the church in support of Heifer 
International. 
 

FCC Art Gallery – Lenten Art Work 

The children’s artwork:  Lenten murals from 2018 showcasing the 
Symbols of Easter, were again on exhibit in the FCC Art Gallery 
during Lent. The children worked very hard and they did an 
outstanding job making their masterpieces so we wanted the 
opportunity to enjoy them again. 
 

Photographs of the children working on this year’s Lenten project 
– making Easter cards for the people on our Concerns List, were 
also on display. The kids did a wonderful job making very creative 
cards as a surprise for those in need. 

 

Come and see these photographs along with photographs of our 
youngest members having fun in our new Crib Room.  
 

Church School Teacher Training 

The final Bible Study class for Church School teachers will be 
offered on Thursday, April 26, in the Chapel Lounge at 7pm. This 
class will cover the lessons for May and the beginning of June. 
Please come prepared with questions about the weeks you are 
teaching.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

19th Annual Cake Auction – A Special Thank You! 
Thanks to everyone who baked and bought tickets for the 19th 
Annual Cake Auction to raise money for Heifer International. It 
was a great success. A special thank you to Ellen Hollis and the 
Middle High class for organizing this much-loved event. We were 
blessed to have 35 cakes, and the auction raised $1,020.00, an all-
time record! Many, many thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPASS CORNER 

 

Spring is finally here.....or is it?!!!?? We're looking forward to 
warmer weather to melt the mounds and mounds of snow all 
around! 
 

We are in the midst of a diaper drive to help the Moms Helping 
Moms Foundation, which provides low income families in NJ 
with essential baby items they need to give their children a safe, 
happy, and healthy start.  
 

Be sure to check out the bathrooms in the McCorison part of the 
building. Compass SchoolHouse paid for the painting of all five 
bathrooms, resulting in a brighter, cleaner, happier look! We are 
also in the process of installing automatic soap and paper towel 
dispensers to save on cost and eliminate waste. 
 

April will be a busy month on the playground. The wood chip 
area will be expanded, an area of the playground will be prepped 
for expansion of the blue safety surfacing area, and a new fence 
will replace the old one that is in disrepair. The blue rubber 
surfacing needs warmer weather for installation and will be 
completed in May. The result will be a cleaner, safer place to 
play for FCC and Compass children. Compass SchoolHouse will 
absorb 90% of the cost of these projects. 
 

Planning has begun for the annual Compass Carnival being held 
on Saturday, May 19th! FCC members are certainly welcome!! 
There will be food, games, music, dancing, and mingling! 
Tickets for the carnival can be bought at the door on that day. 
 

Sue DeWeever 
Director 

Alexander Award 

 

 

The applications for the Alexander 
Award Scholarship are due on Tues-
day, May 2. All interested Seniors should submit their     appli-
cations to the church office, uccfcc@verizon.net.   
  

The Alexander Award Scholarship, named in memory of long-

time  members Edna and John Alexander, is given annually to 
one or more high school seniors who have made a significant 
contribution to the life of the church. 
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Readers and Riders Indulge in 

White Elephant Bingo 

 

With no electronic number generator, and no mechanical ball 
blower, Readers and Riders gathered to play old-fashioned 
Bingo -- that is, with a twist.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bev handpicks the number 
 

All participants were invited to bring an unwrapped "white 
elephant" gift  so that whenever someone reached "Bingo", 
they could choose from the vast assortment of prizes dis-
played on the table. 
 

To heighten the excitement, players used multiple cards and 
multiple variations of bingo.  A collection of dried pinto beans 
served as tiles, to mark the number squares announced by the 
caller.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Almost perfect "blackout" Bingo cards  
 

Prizes ranged from a complete set of Old Timey Radio Shows 
to an adorable pair of piglet salt and pepper shakers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prize: salt and pepper piglets 

(continued on right) 

(continued from left)  
 
Refreshments of fresh-brewed tea and home-made sweets capped 
the event! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Players assembled in Patton 
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     Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show 
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ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP AND MUSIC  
 

___ Read the Scripture lesson 

___ Usher 
___ Lead “Word For Children” or Pastoral Prayer 
___ Help decorate the church for holidays 

___ Sing in the choir or ring bells 

___ Sing for special events 

 

MINISTRIES WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

 

___ Teach / assist in Church School 
___ Be a substitute teacher 
___ Help with youth leadership 

___ Help with a fellowship event – youth, WaySharers 

___ Help with Summer Bible Camp/Summer Sunday 
Stories 

___ Help with child care or nursery 

 

CARING FOR EACH OTHER 

 

___ Visit hospitalized or homebound (training provid-
ed) 
___ Provide rides 

___ Provide meals to members when needed  
            (e.g. illness, funerals) 
___ Deliver flowers to homebound 

___ Shovel snow, lawn work, odd jobs for  
             homebound 

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 

 

___ Deliver food and clothes to the homeless with 

            Bridges 

___ Help our Outreach to Elizabeth Coalition for the Homeless 

___ Help with multicultural church activities 

 

HELPING TO DEVELOP CHURCH FELLOWSHIP 

 

___ Host or co-host a Coffee Hour 
___ Help lead a social event 
___ Help at a Church lunch or supper 
___ Help with Advent Festival 

 

HELPING AROUND OUR CHURCH HOME 
 

___ Minor building repairs / painting 
___ Yard work 

___ General office assistance 

___ Kitchen care – Board of Health Training 

 

HELPING WITH CHURCH FUNDING 

___ Help with a fund raiser 
___ Help to publicize Patton Hall rental 

 

 SERVICE OPPORTUNITY FORM 

              “ENHANCE YOUR OWN AND FCC’S LIFE THROUGH SERVICE” 

 

First Congregational Church would like to provide you opportunities to serve God and others.  What 
follows is suggestive.  Please check those areas that most interest you or add others.  Remember - Any 
amount of time that you can give is valuable. 

Hobbies or Special Talents (examples:  tax assistance, magic, playing an instrument)  

Other:____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Comments:  

Name:  

Address: _________________________________________________________ Telephone:  

E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________  Cell #: 
_______________________________________ 

 

Spring, 2018 



  First Congregational Church 

  125 Elmer Street 
  Westfield, NJ 07090 

 

 Address service requested 

The Congregationalist 
 

is published monthly by 

 

First Congregational Church 

125 Elmer Street 

Westfield, NJ  07090 

 

Handicap Accessible 

 

(908) 233-2494 

FAX (908) 233-1416 

 

Email: uccfcc@verizon.net 

Website: www.fccofwestfield.org 

 

Leslie Ann Kopf, Editor 

Email: uccfcc.leslie@gmail.com 

 

Worship & Church School  

Sundays, 10am 

 

Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea, Sr. Minister 

uccfcc.mark@verizon.net 
 

Rev. Joy Mounts, Assoc. Minister 

uccfcc.joy@verizon.net 
 

Dr. Barbara Thomson 

Director of Music and Organist 
 

Alida Woods, 

Church School Superintendent 
 

 

Jim Palme, Church Administrator 
uccfcc.jim@verizon.net 

 

 

Tom Lawler, Church Custodian/Sexton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Deadline:  April 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Progressive Evening - Saturday, May 19 

Sign Up Now –– Deadline is Sunday, May 13 

  

Mark your calendar!  On Saturday, May 19, from 6:30 until 10pm, join adult members 
and friends of FCC for our annual progressive event.  Sign up at Coffee Hour during the 
month of April, or fill out the form below and mail it to the Church Office.  The evening 
is a great way to make new friends and get together with old ones.  Everyone is asked to 
either prepare food or open their home for part of the evening.  Please call or email 
Merry Wisler (908) 403-7609 or merry.wisler@gmail.com (txts or email preferred) OR 
Judy Augustino at (908) 232-0661 or judyandalan1@verizon.net for more information 
or transportation. 
 

Appetizers: 6:30–8:15 pm 

You and your co-hosts (6-8) will plan and share expenses for soft drinks, wine, and 
hearty hors d’oeuvres for approximately 25–30 people. 
 

Dessert: 8:30–10 pm 

We need one generous person to host the evening’s finale (~60 people).  You will have 
several co-hosts to help plan and share expenses for coffee/tea and desserts. 
 

Name_________________________________________ Phone __________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________________________________ 

  

Email_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Check one: 
-----   Appetizer Hosts (2-3 to volunteer home) 
 

-----   Appetizer Co-Host (provide food/ beverages) 
  

-----   One Dessert Host (volunteer home) 
 

-----   Dessert Co-Host (provide food/ beverages) 
 

Please list food allergies. 


