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Hi... 
 

“Do not be afraid” 

 

In less than a month, we will once again celebrate the Christmas story as a  
spiritual community. Stories actually. Plural. Despite the fact that most 
Christmas pageants, the wider culture, and many Christians recall only a 
single story with shepherds, angels, wise men and a manger, there are 
actually two markedly different stories about Jesus’ birth - one in the 
Gospel of Matthew and the other in the Gospel of Luke. For example, there 
are shepherds and a manger in Luke, but no wise men. In Matthew, it’s the 
reverse. 
 

There is however, one essential detail they do have in common  In both 
Christmas stories, the first words spoken by any character are the same: 
“Do not be afraid”. In Matthew’s Gospel, an angel speaks those words to 
Joseph in reference to the coming birth of Jesus. In Luke, they are spoken 
by an angel to Zechariah in reference to the coming birth of John the 
Baptist. And John’s expected birth  is actually the beginning of the 
Christmas story for Luke. But the words are the same: “Do not be afraid”. 
 

Yet as we enter the 2018 Advent and Christmas season, fear seems to be 
everywhere and growing. As Martha Nussbaum, perhaps the most 
prominent American moral philosopher of our time puts it in her latest 
book, The Monarchy of Fear, fear has “suffused” our current society due to 
a combination of extreme polarization and the forces of automation, 
outsourcing of jobs, and globalization, which have left many feeling 
powerless. 
 

But still, the very first words God speaks to us through angels - a word 
which means “messengers” - are “Do not be afraid”. And the Jesus who is 
born as the central act of the Christmas story will, as an adult, say “Do not 
be afraid” to those with him - to us - more than anything else. 
 

If fear though, is, as science understands it, a natural part of the human 
condition, how do we “not be afraid”? My sense is that what first God and 
then Jesus are really pointing to with those words has much less to do with 
the emotion and much more with the response. As Nussbaum discusses, to 
respond to fear with determination to thoughtfully participate in needed 
change is helpful; to respond with the desire to make others suffer is not. 
 

That was the way Jesus responded to and called those in his time to 
respond to the things they feared. It is the way he and the God who sent 
him at Christmas call us to respond to what we fear. 

 

Advent and Christmas Blessings, 
 

Mark 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

 

Saturday, December 1 

Join us for our monthly "First Saturday" Worship time at 
5:30pm in the Sanctuary. "First Saturday" is intended for 
those who find it difficult to be with us regularly on 
Sunday due to work or family obligations, as well as those 
who desire a quieter, more contemplative worship 
experience on occasion. 
 

Sunday, December 2 

We celebrate the Sacrament of Communion on this First 
Sunday of Advent, when we also begin our Advent 
Message theme, "Second Chances” (described in full on p. 
2). Then later that day, we invite everyone of any age to 
return to FCC at 3pm for one of our most joyful traditions - 
the annual Advent Festival (more info on p.12). 
 

Sunday, December 9 - Festival Chorus Sunday 

We worship together in song! This year, the Festival 
Chorus, under the leadership of Dr. Thomson, will bless us 
with the Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah, with 
chorus and soloists. (more info on p.5). 
 

Sunday, December 16 - 10am 

On this second Sunday of Advent, we celebrate the 
Baptism of Patrick Sakowicz Corcoran, son of Julie 
Sakowicz and Bob Corcoran. 
 

Sunday, December 16 - "Silent Nights" Service - 
7:30pm in the Sanctuary 

Join us for a special Advent time of prayer, Scripture, 
music and Reflection for those struggling to find joy in  
Christmas due to recent or lingering difficulty with loss, as 
well as for those who would appreciate a quiet, meditative 
break from the busyness of the season. 

(continued on page 2) 
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Associate Minister’s Message 

Rev. Joy Mounts  
 

When Christmas Comes. 
 

When is it Christmas for you? When is that moment when it 
becomes Christmas? Is there a song you hear or carol you 
sing? Is it the smell of pine or baking cookies or cane 
canes? Is it the taste of a favorite holiday dish or seeing an 
annual TV show? Is there something that suddenly makes it 
Christmas for you - that moment which makes the season 
come alive before your eyes and in your heart?   

  

Maybe it is different every year. I know that it is for me. 
Some years it’s the smell of evergreens. Or the house being 
decorated. Or watching a favorite holiday movie. Sometimes 
it is being at the Advent Festival, making the crafts and 
caroling together. Whatever it is, there’s always a moment for 
me when Christmas comes even if it’s early in the season.  
  

Although I know it will soon be Advent and then Christmas, 
that moment when I feel Christmas come usually sneaks up 
on me. But then I realize that Christmas, with all its awe and 
wonder, its message of hope and grace and the power of 
God’s unending love for humankind, is truly here. And that it 
has never left. Yes, Christmas comes but God’s gift once 
given was for all time. How amazing is that? 

  

When does Christmas come for you? When is that moment 
when you feel like a child again and your heart feels open to 
so much love that is spills out of you? When it happens, don’t 
brush it off or rush through it to get the next thing on your list 
done. Savor it. Breathe it in deeply. And then consider how to 
hold onto its message throughout the rest of the year. 
  

Wishing you and yours a wonderful Advent and a Blessed 
Christmas season! 
 

Peace, 
  

Joy 

(continued from page 1 

WORSHIP NOTES 

 

Monday, December 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE 

5pm and 10pm 

We recall God's coming into the world through Jesus - first, with 
our annual Children's/Youth Pageant, ________ at 5pm, followed 
by our traditional Candlelight Celebration of Scripture, carols and 
story at 10pm. 
 

Tuesday, December 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY 

We gather for a time of Scripture, song, and Reflection at 10am 
on this day when we welcome and give thanks to God for our 
greatest gift - our brother, teacher, and leader - Jesus. 
 

Sunday, December 30 - Carol Sing &"Ask the Minister" 

We continue the celebration of Christmas with our annual Carol 
Sing  and “Ask the Minister” Come with your biblical and spiritu-
al questions, Christmas related or not, and Rev. Mounts will field 
as many as possible during the time when we normally have a 
Message. The Chancel Choir will take a much-earned rest this 
day. 

Christmas Carol 
Paul Laurence Dunbar, 1872 - 1906 

 

Ring out, ye bells! 
All Nature swells 

With gladness at the wondrous story, 
The world was lorn, 
But Christ is born 

To change our sadness into glory. 
Sing, earthlings, sing! 
To–night a King 

Hath come from heaven’s high throne to bless us. 
The outstretched hand 

O’er all the land 

Is raised in pity to caress us. 
Come at his call; 
Be joyful all; 
Away with mourning and with sadness! 
The heavenly choir 
With holy fire 

Their voices raise in songs of gladness. 
The darkness breaks 

And Dawn awakes, 
Her cheeks suffused with youthful blushes. 
The rocks and stones 

In holy tones 

Are singing sweeter than the thrushes. 
Then why should we 

In silence be, 
When Nature lends her voice to praises; 
When heaven and earth 

Proclaim the truth 

Of Him for whom that lone star blazes? 

No, be not still, 
But with a will 
Strike all your harps and set them ringing;  
On hill and heath 

Let every breath  
Throw all its power into singing! 

Advent Theme For 2018 

 

 

 

 

 
Our theme for Advent this year will be "Second Chances". 
During each of the four Sundays in Advent, which begins on 
December 2, (excluding Festival Chorus Sunday on Decem-
ber 9) the morning’s Worship and Message will focus on the 
ways that the lead up and arrival of Jesus into the world pro-
vided an opportunity for characters in the Bible - and us - to 
overcome a significant obstacle, or start out on a new and 
better path in life.  
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“Docs and Dialogue” 

 

Wednesday, December 12 

7:00pm in Patton Auditorium  
 

 

As we prepare in December to once again commemorate the birth of 
a child - Jesus - who would become the embodiment of God’s 
essence, what better time to watch the highly acclaimed 2018 
documentary about the man we know as “Mister Rogers”,  “Won’t 
You Be My Neighbor?”. 
 

For over thirty years, “Mister Rogers 
Neighborhood”, starring Fred Rogers, 
an unassuming minister, writer and 
producer, spoke directly to children 
about some of life’s most difficult issues 
in a simple, direct way. But while he 
may be best known as a soft spoken, 

cardigan-wearing television character, Rogers work was a sustained 
attempt to promote a “radical kindness” amidst  changing 
circumstances in the society and world around him. 

 

ADULT STUDIES - 
In December 

 

 

 

“Pausing on the Road to Bethlehem” 

 

Tuesdays: December 4, 18 

7:30-8:30pm in Wightman Lounge 

Tuesday: December 11 

7:45-8:45pm in Wightman Lounge 

 

It will soon be that time of year when the whirlwind 
preparations for Christmas barely leave us room to  
consider Advent, much less slow down to ponder and 
reflect during this sacred season. During this four week 
class we will allow ourselves to do just that, even if only for 
an hour. We will discuss what “God With Us”  - Emmanuel
- really looks and feels like, as well as how that impacts our 
lives both during this special time and the rest of the year. 
With scripture, prayer, art and music as our guides, come 
and help yourself find a way to move through this hectic 
season at a more mindful pace.  
 

“Monday Message Musings” Returns 

 

Mondays, December 3, 10 and 17 

7:30pm-8:30pm in Chapel Lounge 

 

Join us as we discuss the Advent Scripture passages) from 
the Worship celebration the previous morning, as well as 
the major themes of that Sunday’s Message. 
 

“Monthly Prayer and Meditation” 

 

Tuesday, December 11 

6:45-7:45pm in Sanctuary 

 

Member, friends and guests are invited to join together in a 
time of prayer and meditative practice on the second 
Tuesday (usually) of each month. These sessions will 
include time for participants to offer and discuss their own 
prayer concerns and intentions. 

Ongoing	Volunteer		

Opportunity	
 

 

 

 

 

The Saturday	Morning	 Fun	 Club	 For	 Refugee	 Families 

provides a safe place for local refugee families to learn, play 

and grow.   This program is in its third year and still grow-

ing.  Volunteers of all ages are needed.   Volunteers can sign 

up for as many or as few dates as desired. 
 

The club meets approximately 3x per month from 10:00am 

– Noon at Temple Emanu-el on East Broad St in West'ield.   

Volunteers offer adult refugees tutoring in English, math 

and life skills.  Activities for the children include homework 

help, arts & crafts, games, and more.  Volunteers also pro-

vide coffee, juice, & snacks.  Especially needed are volun-

teers who can drive the families to and from the club. 
 

Upcoming  dates are: 

Dec 01,  Dec 08  &  Dec 15         Jan 05 
 

Interested in volunteering?  Search SignUp Genius using 

organizer Jenny Tananbaum’s email address 

(jat101897@comcast.net) or click on this link https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4aa5ac2ca20-saturday   

to sign up. 
     

Have questions?  Feel free to contact Janet Boyd at 908-456

-3336.  

 

 

FCC Annual 
Adult Retreat 

 

Save the Date! 
 

The 2019 FCC Adult 
Retreat will take place Friday and Saturday, April 26-27, in 
Ocean Grove, NJ at the same place as last year, Grove Hall 
Retreat Center.  
 

It is open to all adults of FCC.  Join us in getting away from 
the everyday routine for a little while to enjoy an opportuni-
ty for fellowship and the recharging of our minds, bodies 
and spirits. More details to come.  



The Congregationalist 4 

December Communion Offering 

 

This month our Communion Offering will benefit  
Neighbors in Need 

 

Neighbors in Need: http://www.ucc.org/nin/ 
 

Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering of the UCC that 
supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 
United States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for 
American Indian Ministry(CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is 
used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to 
support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct 
service projects through grants. 

A Message to the FCC Community 

 

A Message to the FCC Community 

 

In last month’s Congregationalist, we intro-
duced a new initiative focusing on the safety 
and security of our members at FCC.  The 
purpose of this exercise is to examine our 
current procedures and facilities to ensure we are in line with 
current standards, and make improvements wherever neces-
sary.  As stated in that message, the first step is the administra-
tion of background checks to all volunteers who work with the 
children and youth of the church.   As an update, we have 
signed the contract with the Insurance Board, and will begin the 
administration of the checks in the very near future. 
  

We have also begun a number of other steps to improve our 
overall security at FCC.  We will be updating our existing secu-
rity cameras, and installing new ones at several critical loca-
tions.  The new camera system will be a significant improve-
ment on our existing system, and will allow for remote access 
for key church personnel.   We are also upgrading our computer 
systems to modernize and secure our network.   
  

The work on our safety and security will continue throughout 
the new year, and will be multi-faceted.  We are scheduling an 
evaluation of the facilities by law enforcement to guide us on 
improvements and next steps.  We are also in the process of 
identifying resources for teacher training, and proper proce-
dures for emergency situations.   We will be installing an auto-
matic Defibrillator on the Sanctuary side of the building, and 
creating protocols for medical emergencies.  To keep all mem-
bers of the community informed of our progress, we will con-
tinue to update you all through The Congregationalist.  
 

Once again, we thank you for your help, as we work together to 
make  a safe, welcoming, spiritual home for our community.   
  

Sincerely, Bridget Andersen, Associate Moderator; 
Robert John, Moderator ; 
Bob Many, Chair, Board of Trustees 

Boyea Advent Open Boyea Advent Open Boyea Advent Open Boyea Advent Open 
HouseHouseHouseHouse    

Change of Date!  
 

The Boyeas' annual Advent Open 
House will be held on Saturday, De-
cember 15 from 2-9 pm. The address is 
838 Sims Avenue, Scotch Plains. All 
FCC members, families and friends are 
welcome, and no RSVP is necessary.  

 

    Hope to see you there.  

WaySharers 

 

A tremendous THANK YOU Laura 
Berzofsky and Moving Meditation par-
ticipants. They donated $516 to Way-
Sharers! With this financial support we 
can continue to offer quality programs for our Intellectually 
disabled  adults.  We have now grow to 28 participants. 
 

On Friday, December 7, we will have our Annual Christmas 
Dinner Dance. Along with a great dinner and great dancing, 
Santa arrives! 7:30 pm.  Patton Auditorium. 
 

For more information about WaySharers, call Cynthia 
Mathis (908) 233-0180. 

 Christmas Flowers 

 

The Board of Deacons will soon be deco-
rating the church for Advent and Christ-
mas with roping, poinsettias, holly, and 
candles. We need your help. Please honor 
family or wish friends a “Merry Christ-
mas” by contributing $35 to the Flower 
Fund. A sign-up sheet will be available in 

Patton Auditorium. Please make checks payable to: 
“First Congregational Church” with the words “Christmas Flow-

ers” on the memo line, and place them in the Sunday morning 
offering plate or drop them off at the Church Office. Any ques-
tions, please contact the Church Office, 233-2494.  
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Youth Fellowship Update 

 

On November 4, the YF helped with the Summer Mission 
Trip Thank You Lunch. (See p. 8 & 13  For pictures and an 
article about that event) On November 11, a group of ten 
enjoyed the fun and games at Yestercades in downtown 
Westfield, an outing organized by YF Leaders Ryan and Alec 
Bergh Thies. Then on November 18, we had the grand finale 
of the Annual Paper Airplane Making and Flying Contest that 
has been organized for several years by YF Leaders Kelton 
Estabrook and William Rehwinkel. Congratulations to the 
winners. On the 18th, after church, we also put together three 
Thanksgiving Baskets for the Elizabeth Coalition to House the 
Homeless. We did not have our yearly trip to Canstruction in 
NYC due to too many conflicts, but will try again next year. 
Planning has also begun for the Summer 2019 Mission Trip 
with the destination decision this month.  
  

In December the YF will help run several tables at the Advent 
Festival, do a Bridges Run to NYC, have a regular meeting 
and end the year with our Annual Christmas Party. The 
highlight once again will no doubt be the Christmas Quiz and 
Christmas Sock prize scramble! If you have any questions 
about YF or ideas for activities or outreach projects, please 
see Rev. Mounts.  
 

December 

  2  3pm Advent Festival 
  6  7pm Bridges Sandwich Making 

  7  5:30pm Bridges Run, NYC 

  9   5pm Meeting in Patton 

16  5pm YF Christmas Party in Patton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 30th, the sun was shining as 115 Compass 3's, Junior 
Kindergarten (4's), and Kindergarten students took part in the 
annual Compass Halloween Parade and Sing-A-Long. Compass 
families applauded and took lots of pictures of their children as 
they paraded around the front sidewalks of FCC, dressed as 
superheroes, princesses, animals, sports figures, and more! 
Following the parade, students sang a dozen festive Halloween 
songs, complete with hand and body motions, that they had been 
practicing for weeks! Thank you to FCC for providing the 
comfort and beauty of the sanctuary for the Halloween Sing-A-

Long portion of the morning. 
 

For OPERATION GRATITUDE, Compass partnered with the 
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group to support our troops and thank 
them for their service to our country! Students and their families 
donated some of the candy they collected during trick or treating 
and filled 10+ big boxes which will be donated to our troops! 
 

At Compass, we believe that teaching life skills is just as, or even 
more important, than teaching academics to preschoolers. As part 
of our Character Counts Program, we incorporate the five virtues 
of Respect, Responsibility, Honesty, Kindness, and Perseverance 
throughout our curriculum daily. To help instill self-respect, self-
awareness, and teach our students to be responsible for 
themselves and their actions, Compass incorporates simple 
meditation and mindfulness techniques in our classrooms. This 
year we have added what we call the MINDFUL 5 practice to our 
Lunch Bunch program as well. MINDFUL 5 is a tool we use to 
help our students develop self-calming skills. We take 5 minutes 
during eating to create a peaceful environment for eating, to be 
aware of our bodies, and for reflection. It's amazing how 
positively the children have responded to this practice! 
 

Our increased staff size has necessitated the progression from a 
manual to an automated time keeping system. Over the past four 
years, we have evolved from each staff member having to 
manually record their hours on a paper - yes paper - timesheet, 
then improving to having staff record their hours on an Excel 
spreadsheet on a laptop, to now having staff record their hours 
into the TSheets App time keeping system via their mobile 
device. This new and more efficient time keeping method has 
been a significant time saver/error reducer and allows office staff 
to focus on the operations of the school. 
 

Compass has partnered with FCC to work with Bruce Sadowitz of 
AMTECH on updating the camera/video system used outside the 
FCC building. AMTECH, founded in 1984, provides network and 
software services to help businesses manage their resources and 
information. In addition, AMTECH is in the process of 
developing a customized software solution for Compass to 
improve the efficiency of our student enrollment process. 
 

Sue DeWeever 
 

Director 

Festival Chorus  
On Sunday, December 9, our Festival Chorus will be present-
ing some of the most beloved of all Christmas music – the 
Christmas portion of Handel's epic oratorio, Messiah.  

 

This famous work, popular from the 
day of its first performance, has be-
come a landmark in Christian musical 
culture, telling the story from prophe-
sies of the Messiah's coming through 
angels and shepherds to the actual 
birth and rejoicing. 
 

 

 

Our performance will feature our wonderful Festival Chorus, 
and four excellent soloists, soprano Elena Bird, mezzo-

soprano Kathryn Krasovec, tenor Ronald Naldi, and baritone 
Arthur Woodley. 
 

Put this on your calendar now, and plan to be there for this 
wonderful musical presentation! 
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Board Of Outreach 

Alternative Gift Market 
November 18 & December 2, 2018 

 

Looking for creative and meaningful gift ideas this holiday 
season? The 19th Annual Alternative Gift Market offers the 
opportunity to make a donation to a worthy cause in 
someone’s name instead of purchasing a store-bought present. 
More than ever, people near and far are in need; gifts to these 
charities will improve many lives. 
 

The Gift Market will be held in Patton Auditorium 
immediately after the worship celebration on November 18 
and & December 2. Each donation will be accompanied by a 
gift card for you to personalize along with details about the 
charitable organization. The seven charities include: 
 

Bridges Outreach: A Union County-based organization 
assisting people who are homeless or in transitional 
housing.  FCC continues to provide bagged lunches once a 
month and other essentials to Bridges for distribution, but 
funding is needed to pay for transportation costs. 
 

Doctors Without Borders: A Nobel Peace Prize winner, it is 
an international medical humanitarian organization delivering 
emergency aid to people affected by armed conflict, 
epidemics, natural and man-made disasters and exclusion 
from health care, in over 70 countries.  Donations fund the 
medical professionals and other volunteers in thousands of aid 
missions each year. 
 

Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless: A Union 
County-based organization assisting individuals and families 
who are homeless or near homeless, gain shelter, rental 
assistance, rent subsidies, transitional housing and permanent 
housing.  Donations fund the staff and volunteers that provide 
case management, crisis intervention, an after-school program 
for children, and housing/life skills related education. 
 

FCC's Food Closet: Located at here at FCC, the Food Closet 
provides food and supplies to the needy in our 
community.  On average 5-6 individuals/families “walk-in” 
each week, many in dire circumstances relating to difficult 
medical or housing situations. Donations help fund the supply 
of food, toiletries and/or grocery gift cards. 
 

Heifer International: An international organization 
providing animals such as chicks, ducks, goats and sheep to 
needy families. Donations will fund the purchase of animals 
that provide both food for the recipient families as well as a 
source of family income to raise their standard of living. 
 

Caring Contact: Located in Westfield, Caring Contact is a 
caring and crisis hotline serving callers in need throughout 
New Jersey.  The organization is devoted to promoting 
emotional wellbeing by providing opportunities for people to 
express themselves to compassionate listeners in a safe 
environment. 
 

Roots and Wings:  Roots and Wings provides those who age 
out of the foster care system with safe housing, educational 
support, counseling, and life skills in order to empower them 
toward self-sufficiency.  Your donation will help support 
several homes in Union County for deserving young adults 
transitioning to independence.  

Other Gift Giving Opportunities 

 

In addition to the Alternative Gift Market, the Board of Outreach 
Ministries is also sponsoring three additional gift giving 
opportunities this holiday season – starting November 25 through 
December 16:  

 

Gift Tree For Children & Adults – Continuing our tradition of 
support for the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless, this 
Christmas season we will again collect gifts for children and 
adults.  Look for a small Christmas tree set up in Patton 
Auditorium from late November through the mid December.  On 
the tree will be ornaments with a gift suggestion written on the 
back.  We invite you to select an ornament, purchase the 
suggested gift and return the gift unwrapped no later than 
December 16. 
 

 Gift Card Collection - Homeless Teens & Young Adults 
Deserve a Present Too – Many of the Elizabeth Coalition for the 
Homeless families have children between the ages of 14 and 24, 
an age when cozy pajamas and teddy bears don’t make great 
presents anymore.  Gift cards are the perfect solution for these 
young people.  The next time you are shopping, please consider 
purchasing $10-$25 gift cards.  Cards from Target, Walmart, 
CVS, Walgreens, ShopRite, or Visa/MC are best.  These cards 
will be collected at the Christmas tree table in Patton during 
Coffee Hour through December 16.  Also appreciated are 
comfortable flannel pajama bottoms. 
  

FCC Food Pantry Reverse Advent Calendar – Bags with 
instructions & suggestions will be located near the Gift 
Tree.  Pick up an empty shopping bag to take home, and for each 
day of advent  we ask that you place one food, toiletry or cleaning 
item in the bag.  Return the bag to FCC by Dec 16 (or any time) 
with the items collected and they will be used to stock the FCC 
Food Pantry during the winter months!   This is a really great 
opportunity for children to learn about charitable giving during 
the advent season.  These donations go a long way to help those in 
need! The Board of Outreach hopes you will take advantage of 
one or more of these opportunities to support those most in need 
in our local area during this holiday season.  Thank you in 
advance for your generosity. 

Board of Outreach - Disaster 
Relief Contributions 

 

As we are all concerned and would 
like to give support to those affected 
by recent natural disasters, the Board 
of Outreach Ministries would like to 
suggest the following opportunities 
for donating 

 

The United Church of Christ has a 
disaster relief page where one can 

make a direct donation.  Their site states that 100% of the money 
received goes directly toward disaster relief.  They have options 
for supporting US relief or international support.   Go to UCC.org 
choose Donate to Disaster relief,  the choices available are Emer-
gency USA Fund or International Emergency Fund. 
 

The American Red Cross is also another good organization to 
send donations.  They provide, food emergency supplies, medical 
care and more.  To donate please check out:  www.redcross.org.  
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STEWARDSHIP DRIVE 2018 

 

4 All We Do:  
Faith, Family, Fellowship and Foundations  

 

If you have been around FCC for any length of time, it 
would be perfectly understandable to look at the above 
theme and consider “All” to be the key word in it. After 
“All,” we are an extremely active spiritual community in 
terms of the breadth and depth of our worship, service, 
educational and social opportunities and offerings. 
However, as significant as the word “All” is to that theme 
statement, let me suggest that it is far less so than the word 
“We.”  
 

Having studied, taught and written about effective teams 
and organizations for many years, one of the things that 
stands out for me is the degree to which they think and 
speak in the language of “we” and “us” far more than the 
language of “I” or “me.” They maintain cultures where 
those involved accept and appreciate that no one is an 
island; that the good which is achieved is always due to 
more than one, and usually, many people, contributing the 
best of whatever gifts, talents and resources that they have.  
 

That, to me, is who and what FCC is. We are a “We” 
place. “We” are a spiritual community that is able to grow 
and serve God’s people in so many ways because ”We” 
are a place where everyone – and everyone’s contribution -
- matters. And matters greatly. 
 

-- Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea, Senior Minister  
 

Pledging is Easy  
 

There are three easy ways to make a pledge:  
 

Go online to fccofwestfield.org/pledges- page to make a 
secure pledge  
 

Bring your pledge card to FCC 

 

Mail your pledge card to First Congregational Church 125 
Elmer St., Westfield, NJ 07090  

October Surprise Gratitude 

 

 

Enormous thanks to Joe Regan and his 
cast of many stars for another outstand-
ing “October Surprise” event on Octo-
ber 27 in Patton Auditorium. 
 

This year’s event raised over $1500 in 
support of the Pastor’s Fund, which allows our clergy to 
assist those in need both within and outside our FCC com-

munity in a number of different ways. 

Message from the Moderator: 
 

The Stewardship Board reports that the 2019 
Campaign has received 111 pledges to-date 
for a total of $324,5000. It’s heartening to see 
that we’re seeing a year-on-year increase of 
4.34% from repeat pledgers. Thank you all 

who have made their commitment to preserving all the things that we 
treasure about FCC. 
 

As encouraging as these preliminary results are, we still face a signif-
icant challenge in reaching our final goal of $370,000. We need eve-
ryone to send in their pledge as soon as possible to help close the 
$45,5000 gap. 
 

The unfortunate reality is that if we are unable to reach our goal, we 
will be faced with the difficult task of making painful budget cuts 
above and beyond those that we were forced to implement in 2018. 
 

I hope we can count on everyone to do their best to help sustain this 
community to which we are so privileged to belong. 
 

Bob John 

Moderator 

Our Church is run by all of us,  
so we invite you to join a Board which speaks to you. 

 

JOIN IN AND HELP GROW OUR COMMUNITY. 
 

Volunteer opportunities on various Church Boards typically begin at 
the start of each year. The Nominating Committee coordinates mem-
bers’ interests with Board openings throughout the year.  
 

Please contact Karen Fountain karenafountain@yahoo.com  or 
Cynthia Evans cevans@grdodge.org if you are interested in learn-
ing more about board service. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNTIES AVAILABLE! 
 

Plan Church Activities  
with the Board of Christian Education 

 

Help the Board of Christian Invitation  
with Marketing and Communications 

 

Join the Board of Deacons  
and Coordinate Church Services 

 

Reach Beyond Our Church Community  
with the Board of Outreach 

 

Work with the Board of Stewardship  
to Raise Funds to Support the Church 

 

Scout for Church Talent  
with the Board of Nominating 

 

Assist with Church Governance and Management  
by becoming a Trustee 
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Church School News 
 

Our Advent program will run from December 2 through 
December 23. As this is a special sequential program which 
emphasizes the traditions, music and theology of the Advent 
season, we hope that your children will attend all classes. 
 

December 2 – Communion Sunday 

On December 2, children 3 years old through Grade 9, will again 
join their families in the Sanctuary to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Communion together. After the morning’s Message, the children 
will be escorted by their teachers into the Sanctuary during the 
hymn to rejoin their families for the start of Communion. 
 

December 30 – Family Worship Service 

A special Family Worship Service will be offered on December 30 
in order to provide opportunities throughout the year for families 
to worship together. Crib Room will be provided for infants 
through two-years old. 
 

Advent Festival Performance by our Church School  
Our own Joe Regan, wrote a new Christmas song, “How Many 
Days Until Christmas?” for the children in our Church School. 
The children, ages 3 years old through 9th Grade, will perform this 
special Christmas song, as well as a more traditional song during 
the Advent Festival on Sunday, December 2. As they have been 
spending a lot of time learning these songs and preparing for their 
“musical debut,” we hope that the families will not only come to 
the Advent Festival to make the crafts, but will stay for the singing 
as well. It is a wonderful way to start the Holiday Season and 
create a family tradition.  
 

Teachers’ Prep for Church School Teachers 

The next session of Teachers’ Prep/Bible Study for our Church 
School teachers will be offered on Thursday, November 29, at 
7pm in the Chapel Lounge. We will be looking at the Bible 
lessons for December. 
 

Please let Alida Woods know whether or not you will be able to 

attend this session. 

It’s That Time Again 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling all children and youth!  
 

If you are interested in being in the 5:00pm Christmas Eve 
pageant, please let Rev. Mounts know by no later than Satur-
day, December 1. Rehearsals begin on Sunday, December 2 at 
11:30am after Worship. Subsequent rehearsals will be on  
December 9, & 16, also at 11:30am after Worship.  
 

Thanks!  

Keep Someone Warm 
this Winter  

Collecting Coats and 
Duffel Bags!  

 

The cold weather is coming 
and there will be many fam-

ilies in Union County who will need coats to stay warm this win-
ter.  As you go through your closets, please remember the families 
at the Elizabeth Coalition.  Gently used coats and jackets of all 
sizes are needed (baby sized through adult).  
 

The Coalition also needs Large Duffel Bags and Large Sports 
Bags for the homeless in their winter shelter, Operation Warm 
Heart.  This shelter serves the chronic homeless, who are usually 
living on the streets or in abandoned buildings.  Each client is giv-
en a bag with personal items when they begin the program.  The 
Coalition needs large sized bags that can hold a blanket, toiletries, 
towels and a change of clothes.  Bags with a zipper closure and 
shoulder strap are preferred, sports or duffel bags are ideal. 
 

All donations can be dropped off at the church - look for the big 
blue bins outside of Patton Auditorium.  

Mission Trip Thank 
You Lunch Gratitude! 

A huge thanks to all the Mission 
Trippers, their parents, the Dea-
cons, and everyone who worked 

so hard to make the Summer Mission Trip Thank You Lunch 
on November 4 such a success! Special thanks to Margot 
Motyzcka for putting together the videos from the trip and to 
Heidi Hylan for the wonderful table decorations. Over 110 FCC 
folks attended to hear about the trip, share in a southern style 
meal and let us say thanks. Once again a huge thanks to the 
entire congregation for your continued enthusiasm, support and 
all you do for the Summer Mission Trips and Youth Program. It 
is deeply appreciated. Pictures on p. 12 & 13 

The Next “Name Tag Sunday”  
is December 9 

The Board of Christian Invitation is all about 
welcoming new and not so new folks to FCC. 
One reason BCI hosts “Name Tag Sundays” is 
because as we grow, it becomes more difficult 
to learn everyone’s name.  

 

Here’s how it works: after the Worship service on December 9, 
make your way into Patton for refreshments and conversation. 
There you will find a table with blank name tags and different 
colored markers. Create your masterpiece, peel it off and slap it 
on! It’s easy and fun!  
 

We also want to spread the word that day that FCC is a great 
place to worship. One way we can do this is by taking a mo-
ment to “Check-In” to our FCC Facebook page. Ask the nearest 
millennial if you need help.  
 

In this spirit of making connections, we invite you to wear a 
Name Tag and Check-In on Facebook on December 9.  
 

Board of Christian Invitation  
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Readers and Riders:  Revolutionary War Site 
 

In November, the Readers and Riders visited the George 
Washington Museum and the Ford Mansion in Morristown, which 
has been called "the military capital of the American Revolution".  
These structures, as well as Jockey Hollow and Fort Nonsense are 
part of the Morristown National Historical Park -- the first such 
historic preservation park, established in 1933. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was some level of military activity in Morristown for most 
of the American Revolution:  it was a militia staging area, had 
storehouses and hospital facilities, held prisoners of war in the 
town jail, and sheltered refugees after the British occupied New 
York.  Even though it is estimated that at the time, Morristown 
only had about 250 inhabitants and 70 buildings,  it was a strategic 
location for the American patriots --  at a major crossroads (now 
Route 202) and only 30 miles from the British in New York, yet 
higher in elevation, and protected by the Watchung Mountains and 
the Great Swamp. 
 

During the harshest winter of the American Revolution 1779-

1780, it is here that Washington and the main Continental Army of 
about 10,000 men encamped on the property of Henry Wicks, a 
committed Patriot trusted by Washington and the Continental 
Congress. His estate, called Jockey Hollow, was a few miles from 
Ford Mansion where Washington was quartered with his personal 
staff (including Martha Washington).   
 

Here the soldiers proceeded to cut down hundreds of acres of oak 
and walnut trees to build cabins and to use for firewood. The 
conditions were so dire that winter that one soldier, 19 year old 
Private Joseph Plumb Martin, described being "absolutely, 
literally starved" to the point that some had roasted and eaten their 
own shoes and that "some officers killed and ate a favorite little 
dog that belonged to them".  
 

The Continental army stayed here from December 1779 to June 
1780.  During that time, Benedict Arnold was court-marshaled, the 
Continental currency became almost worthless (50 paper dollars 
would buy only one silver dollar), there was a mutiny of two 
Connecticut regiments. 
 

However, on May 10th, 1780, the Marquis de Lafayette had a 
joyous reunion with Washington and delivered the good news that 
the French were sending a large fleet and army to reinforce the 
Continental Army in America.  The French intervention would be 
the turning point of the war. 

(continued on right) 

(continued from left) 
 

Lafayette, a well-connected French nobleman, had previously 
met Washington in 1777, when "the two men bonded almost 
immediately".  He volunteered in the Continental army and 
fought in several battles, but returned to France in 1779 and 
lobbied  the French king to help the American colonies in their 
noble fight for independence (and against the British).  Life-

sized bronze statues on the Morristown Green commemorate 
Lafayette's return and meeting with Washington in 
Morristown. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No 
Readers and Riders outing is complete without a delicious 
meal, and this one was enjoyed at the Silk Road Restaurant in 
Warren, serving genuine Afghan cuisine. 

Readers & Riders Women’s Fellowship 

Christmas Luncheon 

 

Join Readers and Riders on Thursday, De-
cember 13th at 12:30pm in our festive Patton 
Auditorium. Bring your best singing voices 
for the carol sing-a-long, graciously directed 
by Dr. Barbara Thomson. 
 

Please call Laura Berzofsky at (908) 232-

6516 by Monday, December 10th to  ask 
what you can contribute. 

Readers and Riders at the  Ford Mansion 

Lafayette delivering news of French military 
assistance to Washington (Hamilton in back) 

BOARD MEMBER NEEDED  
for ELIZABETH COALITION 

 

The Elizabeth Coalition to House the 
Homeless is seeking a member of FCC to 
serve as a Board Member. FCC has been 
a vital partner of the Coalition for several 
years,  including some of its members 
serving on the Coalition’s  Board.  

 

If you are interested,  
please contact  Cindy Boyea at  

cmsb13@aol.com , or 201-247-1113 
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October Surprise 
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October Surprise 

Welcome Back Brunch 
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Mission Trip Lunch 

Our Memorial Garden 
Crew getting the gar-
den ready for the win-
ter 
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Youth Fellowship In Action 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

Yestercades Halloween Party 

Paper Airplane Making and Flying Contest. Winners pictured on the right 
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Next Deadline:  December 11 

    
Advent Festival December 2nd!Advent Festival December 2nd!Advent Festival December 2nd!Advent Festival December 2nd!    

Greet the Christmas season at this year’s Advent Festival! This wonderful event will be 
held on Sunday, December 2nd. Join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship at this 
much-loved FCC tradition. 
  

3:00 to 5:00pm 3:00 to 5:00pm 3:00 to 5:00pm 3:00 to 5:00pm ----    Craft & GiftCraft & GiftCraft & GiftCraft & Gift----    MakingMakingMakingMaking 

Select from a wide variety of crafts and gifts to make, to keep, to share. Bring your 
creativity; all other supplies provided! 
  

• Craft Festival Admission Fee: $5 per person ($20 cap per family) and $5 for 
friends. Each family is asked to assist at a craft table for 1 hour 

  

5:00 to 5:30pm 5:00 to 5:30pm 5:00 to 5:30pm 5:00 to 5:30pm ––––    Singing with Joe!Singing with Joe!Singing with Joe!Singing with Joe!    
The children will present the special Christmas songs they have been learning in Church 
School.    
 

    

    
    
    

5:30 to 6:15pm5:30 to 6:15pm5:30 to 6:15pm5:30 to 6:15pm————Pasta & Pizza Dinner, Cookie Sampling DessertPasta & Pizza Dinner, Cookie Sampling DessertPasta & Pizza Dinner, Cookie Sampling DessertPasta & Pizza Dinner, Cookie Sampling Dessert 
Join us for Dinner, Dessert and Caroling beginning at 5:30! Choose pasta & salad OR 
pizza for dinner. 
  

•  Pasta Option – Baked Ziti, Green Salad and Garlic Bread for $6 per person 

•  Pizza Option—Pre-order slices at $2.50 each 

•  Prices include beverages and paper products 

•  Cookie Sharing - Please bring 2 dozen homemade Christmas cookies to share for 
 dessert 
  

        

        
        
        

6:30 to 7:30pm6:30 to 7:30pm6:30 to 7:30pm6:30 to 7:30pm————Caroling and Tree Trimming Caroling and Tree Trimming Caroling and Tree Trimming Caroling and Tree Trimming  
Enjoy lively caroling with Joe Regan at the piano! All will join in singing traditional 
favorites as the Patton Christmas tree is decorated. 
  

Advanced reservations for the Festival are greatly appreciated. Sign up in Patton during 
Coffee Hour on Sundays throughout November until December 2rd, or online 
at www.fccofwestfield.org/advent 
 

Contact Denise Schifando at (908) 217-5130 for more information! 


