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Senior Minister’s Message 

Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea 

 
Hi... 
 

Regardless of how you feel about it, it’s hard to argue that New York City 
isn’t a fascinating place, a place where you can find any kind of food, 
endless styles of music and theater, and “people watching” of the highest 
quality.  It is also a place that prides itself on its “attitude” – the way its 
natives and regulars engage with the world and other people.  
 

In a piece titled, “14 Ways to Spot a Real New Yorker”, Rachel Hodin 
offered a serious, humorous and affectionate look at some of the 
characteristics of that “New York Attitude”, claiming, among other things, 
that New Yorkers: 
 

• have no patience for you 

• lack the ability and/or desire to drive 

• make cars stop for them 
• are uncomfortable in nature 

• have seen just about everything on a subway train 

 

After reading about an incident that took place near the end of last year, 
there is clearly another item that needs to be added to the list: 
 

• New Yorkers don’t take kindly to the exploitation and 
oppression of girls and young women... 

 

As a way of shedding light on the prevalence of forced child marriage in 
the world, a young man named Coby Persin orchestrated a scene in Times 
Square where it appeared that a 65 year-old man was marrying a 12 year-
old girl.  New Yorkers were having none of it.  Several stopped to ask the 
girl’s age, express their disgust, and even threaten to go get a police 
officer, while the “groom” simply responded that he had “the permission 
of the girl’s parents”.  Finally, one New Yorker simply removed the girl 
and took her to the authorities.  
 

It is estimated that millions of girls are forced or pressured into marriage 
before their 18th birthday each year, with as many as 75% of girls in the 
nation of Niger married before they reach that age.  The most prevalent 
causes are poverty, cultural tradition, and legal gender inequality.  Even in 
the U.S. it is estimated that as many as 3,000 girls under the age of 18 end 
up married annually. 
 

But of course, marriage this early does nothing to benefit the young girls 
and women directly involved, nor the society as a whole, since marriage at 
 

Continued on page 2 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, February 4 

Our monthly “First Saturday” worship celebration takes 
place in the Sanctuary at 5:30pm.  “First Saturday”, which 
features more time for individual and group reflection than 
our regular Sunday morning worship, is intended for those 
who find it difficult to be with us on Sunday, as well as 
those who desire a quieter, more contemplative worship 
experience on occasion. 
 

Sunday, February 5 

Join us we come together to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Communion.  For the first time, we will welcome all 
children in Grades 1-8 to participate in this sacrament, 
making us more truly a community of God’s people.  
Students in Grades 1-5 will return from Church School for 
the start of Communion, while our Middle High students 
(Grades 6-8) will remain in worship the entire time.  
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Keeping the Light Lit 
Rev. Joy Mounts, Associate Minister 
 

Although short in days, February often seems the longest month.  
Deep in winter the days are dark and some of the coldest days 
seem reserved for it.  After the bright lights and cheer of 
Christmas have faded by the end of January, it looms as a another 
month to push through to get to spring.  Keeping the light of our 
hopes and dreams and energies alive and moving can be difficult.  
Luckily, we do not have to face it alone.  There is One we can 
always turn to, no matter how dark, to help us keep those internal 
candles burning.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Peace, 
Joy 

 

Winter Night 
Boris Pasternak 

 

It snowed and snowed, the whole world over, 
Snow swept the world from end to end. 
A candle burned on the table; 
A candle burned. 
 

As during summer midges swarm 

To beat their wings against a flame 

Out in the yard the snowflakes swarmed 

To beat against the window pane 

 

The blizzard sculptured on the glass 

Designs of arrows and of whorls. 
A candle burned on the table; 
A candle burned. 
 

Distorted shadows fell 
Upon the lighted ceiling: 
Shadows of crossed arms, of crossed legs- 

Of crossed destiny. 
 

Two tiny shoes fell to the floor 
And thudded. 
A candle on a nightstand shed wax tears 

Upon a dress. 
 

All things vanished within 

The snowy murk-white, hoary. 
A candle burned on the table; 
A candle burned. 
 

A corner draft fluttered the flame 

And the white fever of temptation 

Upswept its angel wings that cast 
A cruciform shadow 

 

It snowed hard throughout the month 

Of February, and almost constantly 

A candle burned on the table; 
A candle burned. 

Minister’s Message 

Continued from page 1 
 

those young ages brings with it the loss of significant educational 
and economic opportunity.  In addition, it produces serious health 
risks to both the wife and any children they are forced or 
pressured to bear, as children born to mothers under the age of 18 
have a much greater possibility of dying in the first year than 
those born to mothers over 19. 
 

So here’s to those New Yorkers for showing that kind of 
“attitude”.  It is the kind of attitude God has, and calls us to 
engage the world and other people with when it comes to the 
rights and wellbeing of girls and all those who are most 
vulnerable to exploitation and oppression in our own and every 
nation – those who are most vulnerable because economics, 
culture, religion or the law allows them to be. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Mark 
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Adult Studies  
 

We continue our Adult Studies 
with a current events unit and one 
on some of the critical figures in 
Christianity's history: 
 

“Great Decisions” 

 

Mondays: January 30; February 6, 13 and 20 

7:30-9:00pm 

Coe Hall 
 

“Great Decisions” is a video and discussion based educational 
series offered by the Foreign Policy Association. For six weeks, 
we will explore topics such as the Middle East, ISIS, Korea, 
Climate Change and the future of Cuba-U.S. relations. 
Contributors include Senator Bob Corker, Ambassador Samantha 
Power, General David Petraeus, and outgoing Energy Secretary 
Dr. Ernest Moniz. 
 

Mystics, Visions and What They Saw 

 

Tuesdays: January 31; February 7, 14 

7:30-9:00pm 

Chapel Lounge 

 

During this four week course we will explore the lives and 
visions of some of Christianity’s most famous mystics.  People 
such as Julian of Norwich, Thomas á Kempis, Catherine of 
Sienna, Hildegard of Bingen, Mechtild of Magdeburg, St. John of 
the Cross and more.  We will talk about the nature of mysticism, 
how they influenced history and if their visions speak to us today. 
 

And Coming In March! 
 

For the season of Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday on 
March 1, we will be offering two opportunities for spiritual 
growth: 
 

A unit called “These 40 Days”, which will be a companion 
course to our Sunday theme this Lent  
 

and 
 

The return of “Prayer and Meditation”. 

 

The Bierman Family, Ken, Lor i and Caity would like to 
thank our church family and friends for the love and support you 
have shown us this past year.  We will always grieve our son, 
Matthew, who passed away in June, but with the help and 
kindness of our church community it makes the worst days 
bearable.  Our hearts are filled with humility and appreciation for 
all of your hugs and conversations about Matt.  Please don’t 
hesitate to give us an opportunity to talk about our son.  Again, 
thank you. 
 

“The quality, not the longevity, of one’s life is what is important.” 

 – Martin Luther King Jr. 

Advent and Christmas Gratitude 

  

From the lighting of the first Advent candle to the last strains of 

“Silent Night” at the conclusion of the Christmas Eve candlelight 

celebration, I would like to express my enormous gratitude to all 

of you for making Advent and Christmas of 2016 so blessed.  

Thanks be to God for: 

  

 The consistently high worship attendance and spirit of our 

community 

 

 The representatives of the community who led us in the 

lighting of the Advent candles 

 

 The Children’s choirs for their joyful voices on Sunday 

mornings and Christmas Eve 

 

 The Church School children for their musical presentation 

during the Advent Festival 
 

 All those who put so much time and effort into the Advent 

Festival 
 

 The Festival Chorus for once again lifting us all with their 

rendition of “The Joy of Christmas” 

 

 The Chancel Choir for their constant presence and significant 

contribution to all our worship celebrations 

 

 The musical gifts and leadership of Dr. Barbara Thomson 

when it came to the Children’s Choirs, Chancel Choir, Bell 

Choir and Festival Chorus 

 

 The musical gifts and leadership of Joe Regan in preparing 

our Church School children for the Advent Festival and in 

providing musical leadership for our newest tradition of 

Christmas morning Worship 

 

 The Deacons and other members who made our Sanctuary 

look so beautiful through obtaining and placing the greens, 

flowers and poinsettias 

 

 The children and adults who together made another 

meaningful Christmas Eve pageant possible—especially Rev. 

Joy Mounts, who graced us with another play adapted from a 

children’s story 

 

 And of course, Tom Lawler and Jim Palme, who in their 

humble way keep things running around here so that we can 

do all the things above 

  

Lastly, as I once read in an author’s book preface—“My 

apologies for any errors or omissions.  The responsibility for them 

is solely mine.” 

  

Mark 
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Wanna tell your FCC story? 

 

We need your help!  The Board of Christian 
Invitation is developing a new FCC video to 
tell our story to ultimately attract prospective 
visitors and promote our church.  The video 
will be posted on our FCC website, 

Facebook page and available to view at community events.   
 

Here is where you come in.  Tell your FCC story while you are 
being videoed by our student committee member, Isaac Scott.  
You can either share why you chose to join the FCC church 
community, or what keeps you coming back and/or any special 
memories or experiences.  We want to create a personalized video 
that reflects the true feelings of our community, and why someone 
should visit and consider FCC for their spiritual home. 
 

If you are interested, come to Reverend Mark Boyea’s office on 
Sunday, February 12, from 11:15am – 12:15pm, to contribute to 
this project.  
 

For more information, contact Nancy Elkin at (908) 889-6228 or 
nancyelkin@comcast.net. 

 

Save The Date – The fourth annual FCC all-
adult spiritual retreat will take place from early 
evening, Friday, April 21 to late afternoon 
Saturday April 22.  We hope you will 
seriously consider giving yourself the gift of 
time to recharge and reconnect.  More specific 

information will be distributed as we get closer to the retreat 
date.  Please talk to Lyn Kelman to participate in the retreat 
planning.  Also talk to Lyn, Mark or Joy, if you are interested in 
attending  

Women UnLimited 

 

Join us for a very special Women Unlimited 
Meeting on February 24 at 7:30pm in Patton. 
 

Our fellow church member Linda Parker will 
be instructing us in the Ukrainian Egg dying 
technique called Pysanky. 
 

Pysanky is a traditional craft in Ukraine and Poland.  The method 
is similar to batik - patterns are drawn on the egg with wax, which 
then protects the covered areas from the dye that is applied.  
 

Please contact Lori Bierman at (908) 347-9031 or email 
acmers@verizon.net to sign up so we have the right amount of 
supplies.  There will be a small charge of between $7-10 for your 
tools and supplies, eggs will be provided.  As always, be sure to 
bring your favorite beverage.  Wine, beer, soda, sparkling water, 
etc.  You can also bring light snacks.   

 

Picture This! — The FCC Art Gallery Project 
 

For the next FCC Art gallery exhibit we need help from all of 
you!  We would like to get  together an exhibit of pictures from 
many different FCC activities, events, worship celebrations, etc.  
The idea is to showcase the FCC community in action, who we 
are and what we do.  If you have a picture of two or more you 

would like to send or any questions 
about this, please email it to Rev. 
Mounts at uccfcc.joy@verizon.net.  
Thanks!   
 

Can’t wait to see how this all comes 
together! 

Christmas Card Collection 

 

Instead of throwing them away, why 
not recycle your old Christmas cards 
for a good cause?  The Mikula 
family is collecting old Christmas 
cards to send to St Jude Children’s 

Research Hospital for an annual fundraiser that St Jude’s does.  
There is a box in Patton if you would like to donate.  Please bring 
your cards by no later than February 28.  Only the front of the 
card is needed.  Thank you!   
 

Please contact the Mikulas at lbkula@gmail.com if you have 
questions. 

Womens Fellowship—“Readers & Riders”  
Book Discussion 

 

On Thursday, February 2 at 12:30pm you are invited to come and 
tell about a book you enjoyed and hear about each other’s recent 
reading favorites. 
 

Bring a sandwich to enjoy with tea and cookies. 
 

We will be meeting downstairs in Coe. 
 

If you need a ride or information, please call Laura Berzofsky at 
(908) 232-6516. 
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Sunday. February 5—No Class 

 2pm – 5pm Super Bowl Party at the Elizabeth  
   Coalition 

 

Sunday February 12 

 11:30am Class in Dr. Boyea’s office 

 

Sunday, February 19 

 11:30am Class in Dr. Boyea’s office 

 

Sunday, February 26 

 11:30 am Class in Dr. Boyea’s office 

Youth Fellowship Update 

 

The Youth Fellowship started off the new year on January 9 with 
a great evening on of bowling at Garwood Lanes in Garwood 
organized by YF Leaders Pamela and George Burke.  Seventeen 
YF and five adults attended. For our next meeting on January 15, 
twenty-two YF played several fun improvisational games as well 
as old favorites Mafia and Apples to Apples.  These were 
organized and led by YF Leaders Grace Ahlin and Laurel Elkin. 
 

At this same meeting, Rev Mounts also challenged the YF to find 
some new ways to serve in the world. Organizations or events that 
they feel the YF should be helping with.  They will present their 
ideas during the January 29 meeting and the YF will decide what 
they want to pursue.  We also talked about different ways to meet 
as a YF and this will be further discussed on January 29.  That 
meeting will be organized and led by YF Leaders Kelton 
Estabrook and Will Rehwinkel.  The plan is to bring back the 
popular paper airplane construction and races from last year. 
 

In February, the YF will be helping with FCC’s annual Super 
Bowl Party for the Elizabeth Coalition.  We will also have a 
much anticipated overnight Lock-In at the church and a regular 
meeting.  If you have any ideas for YF activities or events, 
please see Rev Mounts. 

WaySharers will meet on Friday February 3 for Yoga.  On 
Friday February 24, we will meet for “Nutrition Trivia”.  The 
group meets in Coe Fellowship Hall 7-9pm.  Stop in and see 
what’s happening!  Cynthia Mathis (908) 233-0180. 

 

February Youth Fellowship Schedule 

 

 

Sunday, February 5 

 2pm – 5pm Super Bowl Party at the Elizabeth 
 Coalition, no evening YF 

 

Friday-Saturday February 10-11  

 7pm YF Lock–In  
  (Friday night until Saturday 10am) 
 

Sunday, February 12 

 No YF 

 

Sunday, February 19 

 5pm YF Meeting 

 

Sunday, February 26 

 No YF BOWLING 
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Summer 2017 Mission Trip Update and Save the Date! 
 

The Mission trippers are working on their plans for the Summer 
2017 trip to Denver where they are excited to once again be 
serving with DOOR (Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and 
Reflection.)  This is the same organization that we served with in 
San Antonio and Chicago.  Currently there are over forty youth 
and adults signed up to go.  There will be a meeting for all 
mission trippers and their families in February.  Information will 
be sent by email.  We will be doing some fundraising a bit 
differently this year since we will not be doing the tag sale in 
May.  More news on this in the next Congregationalist. 
 

However, the first official fundraiser for the Summer 2017 
Mission Trip will be the Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show on 
Saturday, March 4 at 6pm.  So save 
the date for that always fun evening 
of good food and great 
entertainment!  Many FCC folks are 
busy practicing their acts.  If you 
want to perform or help with the 
dinner, please see Rev Mounts or Joe 
Regan.  More information will be in 
the announcements and March 
Congregationalist. 

Church School News 
 

 

Sunday, February 5 – Expanded Communion at FCC 

On February 5, children 3 years old through Grade 5, will again 
join their families in the Sanctuary to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Communion together. After the morning’s Message, the children 
will be escorted by their teachers into the Sanctuary during the 
Hymn of Reflection to rejoin their families for the start of 
Communion. 
 

The Middle high class is asked to remain in church with their 
families for the entire worship service on February 5. 
 

February 19, President’s Weekend –  
Family Worship Service 

We will hold one of our periodic Family Worship Sundays on 
February 19 as we look to provide regular opportunities 
throughout the year for families to worship together. We welcome 
children in Grades 1 and older to remain in worship. The Crib 
Room will be provided for infants through 5 years old. 
 

You may have noticed the clip boards during the Family Worship 
Services. These fun and educational activity bags are provided to 
the youth when they arrive in church. The activity sheets and bags 
are a gift to the children, but we ask that the clip boards be left in 
the pews. 
 

 

Church School Offerings 

In September, the Church School children 
were given offering envelopes. The children's 
offerings are being used in conjunction with 
the efforts of our youth fellowship to support 
our Compassion International child, Arnel 
Diana. Arnel is 17 years old and lives in the 
Philippines. Our sponsorship provides Arnel 
with Bible teachings, medical care, health and hygiene education, 
nutritious food, tutoring, vocational training and opportunities for 
community service. Meetings and educational workshops are also 
provided for the parents and guardians of Arnel. We continue to 
receive letters from Arnel and are very excited about his progress. 
 

I am pleased to announce that the children have donated $213.17 
through their weekly offerings.  In addition to our monthly 
sponsorship, we sent Arnel a birthday and Christmas gift, as well 
as a Christmas gift for his family.  This year we also sent extra 
money to give to a child in need who is not being sponsored.  We 
continue to keep Arnel and his family in our prayers.  Your 
generosity is really making a difference in his life! 
 

We continue to ask for the parents’ support by way of encouraging 
children to save some of their allowance and bring it in each 
Sunday.  It is through saving their own money that our children 
will truly learn the meaning of stewardship. 
 

If your child needs more envelopes, please see Alida Woods 

. 
 

Continued above 

A Time to Share  
The children really enjoy a snack during church School.  It is a 
time of prayer and sharing - not just eating!  However, we need 
to stock up on our juice and snack supply, so we are asking for a 
donation of a half-gallon bottle of apple juice or water and a box 
of gold fish or graham crackers.  Your generosity is very much 
appreciated.   
 

Bible Study for Church School Teachers 

The next session of Bible Study for the Church School teachers 
will be offered on Thursday, February 23, at 7pm in the Chapel 
Lounge.  We will look at the Scripture lessons for March.  Please 
come prepared with questions about the weeks you are teaching. 
  
Heifer International 
Our Church School’s Lenten mission project, Heifer 
International, will begin on February 26 with a presentation 
during our Church School time by Karen Fountain on her 
experiences volunteering at the Heifer Project in Honduras.  
 

The children will again participate in the Fill-the-Ark Program 
and Read-to-Feed Program.  The Fill-the-Ark Program is a four-
week “voyage” into real life solutions to world hunger.  Children, 
three-years-old through Grade 5, will receive daily calendars and 
ark banks.  As your family fills the arks with coins, you will 
learn how your gifts can share God’s love and make a real 
difference in the world.  The Read-to-Feed Program encourages 
children to connect books and learning with taking action to 
create a more just world.  If your child does not receive an ark or 
Read-to-Feed material please see Alida Woods.  The arks and 
Read-to-Feed pledges should be returned to your child’s Church 
School teacher or to Alida Woods on Palm Sunday, April 9. 
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Next Deadline:  February 21 

Marc Wesley Hardy Human Rights Award 
 

The Board of Outreach Ministries is currently seeking nominations for the 
Marc Wesley Hardy Human Rights Award for 2017.  Candidates must be 
young people between the ages of 16-22, living in Westfield or the greater 
Union County area, who have distinguished themselves in the area of human 
rights.  It will be offered to a person who has shown: 
 

Openness and friendliness to persons of all races, creeds and 
nationalities; involvement and leadership in organizations and activities 
committed to improving human relations; unusual personal dignity; the 
willingness to risk for what he or she believes is right; unqualified 
acceptance of others; respect for diversity; personal integrity; caring 
and willingness to listen; and the ability to lead by example. 

 

The award consists of both a Certificate as well as a monetary award.  
Nominations must be received no later than March 22. 

 

The award is named in honor of Marc Hardy, a member of our church, who 
was killed in a car accident in 1990 shortly before his graduation from 
Westfield High School.  He was a national merit scholar, a gifted singer and 
actor, and was very much interested in human rights.  
 

Please click on the following First Congregational website link for information 
about eligibility, requirements and award criteria:  www.fccofwestfield.org/
outreach 

 

Nominations must be received no later than March 22, 2017.  Mail/email 
nominations to:  

First Congregational Church of Westfield 

125 Elmer Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

uccfcc@verizon.net 
 

Please direct any questions to the church office at (908) 233-2494, or Sharilyn 
Brown at (973) 376-4097. 
 

It would be wonderful to consider one or more nominations for a member of 
our church! 


