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Senior Minister’s Message 

Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea 

 

Hi... 
 

Among the more popular practices in spiritual circles the last couple of 
decades is something called “sacred conversations”. A sacred conversation 
is generally understood to be one in which an important and difficult topic 
is discussed - frequently, for instance, racism - in ways that reflect common 
spiritual values and honor the equal humanity of all those involved.  
 

However, just because a conversation is supposed to “officially” be a 
sacred one doesn’t necessarily make it so. And conversely, it is entirely 
possible for a conversation to actually be a sacred one without formally 
stating that as its intent.  
 

An example of the latter took place here during the final night of a class on 
the subject of “hope” that several of us were engaged in from mid April to 
mid May. The presence of God and God’s spirit was unmistakably in the 
room that evening, and the conversation so sacred that I am still moved by 
it. 
 

What made that conversation so sacred?  
 

I can’t, of course, share any of the details of what was said. But I can offer 
some of the characteristics of the conversation as I experienced it: 
 

Deep Honesty about difficult feelings and experiences 
Patient Listening to all of what others felt the need to say 
Offering of alternative perspectives without dismissing the original 

speaker’s 
Laughter in solidarity over our common struggles and humanity 
Humility in recognizing that “solutions” are not simple, if even likely or 

possible at times 
Disagreement without animosity 

Gratitude for each others’ presence and contribution to the whole 

 

One thing the conversation wasn’t was surprising. I have been privileged 
to be engaged in a number of ones like it during my time here. But it’s not 
enough for us to only have them at FCC. Our culture and nation are in 
desperate need of regular, ongoing “sacred conversations”. We must look 
for, if not create opportunities to have them as often as we can in this time 
when we seem to be so polarized as a society.  
 

They are not easy. But when you are blessed enough to be in one, they are 
so, so worth it. 
 

 

Blessings, 
 

Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

Saturday, June 2 - "First Saturday" 

Our monthly "First Saturday" worship time takes place in 
the Sanctuary at 5:30pm. "First Saturday" is intended for 
those who find it difficult to be with us regularly on 
Sunday mornings due to work or family obligations, as 
well as those who desire a quieter, more contemplative 

worship experience on occasion. 
 

Sunday, June 3 - Confirmation Sunday 

We Confirm and welcome into full adult membership 
eleven of our high school students. The Confirmation class 
will lead us in Worship and assist with administering the 
Sacrament of Communion. Please make every effort to be 
here to show your support for this year's class. 
 

Sunday, June10 

Our Church School students will perform their annual, 
original song under the direction of Joe Regan during the 
10am Worship celebration. Then plan to stay immediately 
after Worship for our annual All-Church picnic on the FCC 
grounds. 

 

Sunday, June 17 - Children's Musical Sunday 

It's the annual Children's Musical! This year our kids, 
under the leadership of Dr. Thomson, will present “David 
and the Giants”. Fittingly, we will also recognize the 
joyful contributions the Children's Choirs made to our 
Worship this year. And of course, we will honor all the 
dads in the congregation on this Father’s Day. 

(continued on page 2) 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

2. Associate Minister’s Message/Communion/ 
3. Name Tag Sunday/Church Picnic/Summer Worship  
4. Adult Studies/Trivia Night Thanks/Adult Retreat 
5. Confirmation/Youth Fellowship 

6. Dublin Music Trip/Mission Trip/Board of Outreach 

7. Compass Schoolhouse/Tag the Bag 

8. Church School 
9. Readers and Riders 
10. Trivia Night Photos 
11. Trivia Night Photos 
12. Wightman Chapel Lounge Dedication 



The Congregationalist 2 

Associate Minister’s Message 

Rev. Joy Mounts  
 

Timeless 

 

For an on-line poetry class I am taking, I recently wrote the poem 
on the right. The lesson was about telling a story through an 
object and then opening that up to something more. I wrote about 
a clock in my parents house and time itself. I thought a lot about 
time as I wrote this. The nature of it. How fast it seems to fly. 
How we lose track of it.  
 

Summer is coming, and for this brief moment before it begins it 
seems like it is poised to go on forever. But all too soon it will 
have flown by as well. How do we count our time? How do we 
measure our days? Do we cherish them? Do we grumble or 
celebrate or take them for granted? Some days seem to test us and 
others bring us to the mountaintop. The choice is often up to us, 
and it is a day by day decision.  
 

It isn’t always an easy choice. Maybe it would help if we could 
keep in front of us the knowledge of Who walks those days with 
us. Maybe knowing God is in our moments, minutes and all the 
days that add up to make our life will give us a new perspective. 
Perhaps it will help us to live in the now, cherish the past and 
craft the future, even when we can’t quite see what is ahead. The 
time will come when it is here before we know it!  
 

In this season of graduations, reunions, vacations and summer 
reflecting, taking time is always a good thing. I hope you take 
yours.  
 

Peace, 
 

Joy 

(continued from page 1) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, June 24 - Adult Choir Recognition, High 
School Senior Day, and Alexander Award 

Join us as we recognize and thank the Chancel and Bell Choirs 
for their outstanding musical leadership throughout this past 
year. In addition, we will also celebrate our graduating high 
school seniors, thank the graduating members of our Youth 
Fellowship, and present the annual Alexander Award to a 
member of that class during Worship.  

Keeping Time 

 

My great grandmother’s clock 

Must be wound every day, at least.  
Or the heavy weighted chains will, 
Get to the bottom of their slender tomb-like home, 
Link by link well-worn and plodding,   
And then stop altogether. 
 

So, it must be wound. 
First you gingerly open the glass doors, 
With the faded flowers of delicate pink. 
It creaks open with a silent sigh like an elderly lady sinking 
into a chair. 
A relief that it is about to be wound. 
 

As you start to crank the turns, 
With the old fashioned key, 
That is more like a lever, 
And you find yourself staring at the clock face, 
Faded and cream colored with cracks. 
Not from smiling but from years of use. 
And wonder how many times you have stood there and, 
How many others have stood there before you. 
The routine never varies. 
 

It must be wound. 
It must be cranked. 
It must be made to count the time, or it will tell no time at 
all. 
How many have stood there and pondered what it is that we 
do. 
That we all must do. 
We are slaves to time. 
 

It cannot windd itself. 
We are the timekeepers while it keeps the time. 
If we don’t then time will be altered, 
In a way that we will never ever be able to get back a 
minute, 
That will be lost here and there never to be seen again. 
 

Does it matter as we do this? 

Perhaps time is a dance and all that we are doing reminds us 
of its rhythm and rhyme.   
Reminds us of the delicateness of time, 
As we hold time in our hands. 
And its place in this house. 
As you put the second hand, which having a little mind of its 
own, 
Always falls just slightly below the number it’s supposed to 
be on, back in place. 
Carefully close the front glass door. 
Now a loud ticking and chains moving downward again. 
A self-satisfied noise as if to say to the generations, 
Who is really in control of the time. 
 

JEM 5/1/18 

This month, our Communion  
Offering will support the annual 

Youth Mission Trip 

 

Through the Congregation’s support the 
youth of First Congregational Church of 

Westfield are able to participate in a week of volunteering and 
fellowship with service organizations and projects around the 
United States.  The Mission Trip has become a summer tradi-
tion.   You can support this effort at annual events such as Trivia 
Night, Meet Up at 16 Prospect , “Tag the Bag’ , purchasing Shop 
Rite gift cards or making a donation. 

Moving Meditation 

 

Moving Meditation’s Spring classes donated $777.00 to 
FCC’s upcoming Youth Mission Trip.  Thank you every-
one!  Look for us again in the Fall.   
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“Check In” on Sunday Mornings at FCC 

 

Facebook is an important tool to increase 
publicity and we hope that will lead to 
many new visitors.  One way we can do 
this is by taking a moment to “Check In” 
to our FCC Facebook page every Sunday.  
We want you to let others know how you 
feel about FCC.  Here’s how:  
  

 

 

1.  Scroll to the top of your News Feed or Profile and click “Check    
     In.” 

2.  Click to select or search for a nearby location. (FCC of 
Westfield should pop up if you are near the church) 

3.  Add to your post by:  
         - saying something about FCC  
         - tagging people 

         - add feelings using emoji’s  
         - selecting an audience for your post (Friends, Public)  
4. Click “Post.”  

  

The Board of Christian Invitation thanks you for  
“Checking In.” 

SUMMER WORSHIP THEME 

“The Ministers of the Church -  
That Would Be YOU” Returns 

 

Last Summer’s “experiment” of offering members of the 
congregation the opportunity to take the lead on three 
duties almost exclusively handled by our ordained 
ministers - Preaching, delivering the Word For Our 
Children, and offering the Pastoral Prayer - was a 
significant success. Several of our members provided 
informative, moving and insightful moments to our 
Worship experience. 
 

Therefore, we will once again open those opportunities up 
to members of the FCC community for each of the ten 
Sundays starting on July 1 and ending on September 2. 
 

If you participated last summer and would like to again, or 
were inspired by those who did to want to try it 
yourself...DO IT! 
 

Mark and Joy will be available, as they were last summer, 
to guide and support you through the process. 
 

Contact Mark as soon and as far in advance as possible 
regarding the duties and dates you would like to participate. 
Dates that we are particularly in need of your serving 
are July 8, July 22, July 29 and September 2. 
 

Remember - Under the heading “CHURCH STAFF” in our 
bulletin every Sunday, it says: 
 

“Ministers - All Members of the Congregation” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 10th is Name Tag Sunday  
& 

the Church Picnic! 
It’s hard to remember everyone’s name and this makes it easier 
and less stressful to approach people you don’t know.  
 

As you exit the Sanctuary and head to the picnic area, please stop 
at the table, fill out a nametag and put it on so others can get to 
know you, too! 
 

Thanks from Board of Christian Invitation  

Welcome all to the  
All-Church Patton Potluck Picnic! 

Please join your FCC community on Sun-
day, June 10, immediately following the 
10am Worship service, in Patton Auditori-
um and the front lawn for food, fellowship 
and fun at the Annual All Church Picnic. 
  

This year, we will be doing things slightly different-
ly.  While hot dogs and hamburgers will once again be sup-
plied, we ask all who are attending to bring one of the fol-
lowing: 
 

Last Names A-I:  Bring a side dish or salad 

Last Names J-R:  Bring a dessert 
Last Names S-Z:  Bring a beverage   
 

Admission will be $5 per person or $15 per family.   
  

We are trying to get as accurate a  headcount as possible for 
the event - so please sign up during Coffee Hour, or RSVP 
to the Church Office as soon as possible.  This will help us 
greatly with planning!   
  

For any questions – please contact Bridget Andersen 
at  bridget.p.andersen@gmail.com . 

 

Mini-Mission Event 
 

In August, we will once again be 
having our Mini Mission event. It 
will involve Bible study, dinner, and 

putting together bag lunches for Saturday Bridges Run. It is cur-
rently being planned by Dr. Boyea, Rev. Mounts and the Board of 
Christian Education. More information on this and the date will be 
in the Sunday morning announcements, so keep an eye out. 
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FCC Adult Retreat Update 

 

On April 27, 2018, Twenty-six members of 
our FCC congregation met in Ocean Grove 
NJ at Grove Hall Retreat Center for a 24 
hour retreat. The program was developed by 
the Retreat Committee and was facilitated 

by our own Steve Indelicato.  The theme was “Christian Soup - What 
Do We Gather From Our Spiritual Garden?”, and included making 
our own pizza, chili, and chicken noodle soup. We had activities, 
games, crafts, and some serious discussions. There was time for 
walks on the beach and personal meditation. It was an opportunity for 
personal growth, sharing, and getting to know each other.   
 

Adult Retreats started five years ago with five congregants, Mark, 
Joy, and an outside facilitator. Each year the attendance at the Adult 
retreat has grown substantially. Talk to anyone who attended this year 
and you will hear what a great experience it was. Consider joining us 
next year! 

ADULT STUDIES 

 

Another year of Adult Studies is 
now complete. Enormous thanks 
to all those who participated in 
our many and diverse offerings 

with such dedication and enthusiasm. Your feedback 
continues to indicate that these efforts, while not perfect, 
were quite successful. 
 

Planning is already underway for our 2018-2019 
programming, and, as always, we welcome your thoughts 
on new courses, formats, days/times, or any other way in 
which we might continually improve this vital part of our 
community's spiritual life. 
 

Please contact Mark with these at your earliest convenience.  

WaySharers 

WaySharers will meet on Friday, June 1 at 7:00pm for  
Karate.  
 

For more info about this program call Cynthia Mathis (908) 
233-0180. 

Trivia Night, Dinner and Silent Auction Thanks 

 

“Oh, What a Night!” 

 

On Saturday, May 5, over ninety 
FCC members and friends attended 
the second annual FCC Trivia 
Night and Silent Auction fundrais-
er for the Summer Mission Trip. It 
was a great night filled with lots of 
fun and fellowship, not to mention 
wonderful hearty appetizers served 
by our Mission Trip participant 

waiters, waitresses, kitchen crew and bartenders. It was ter-
rific to be able to hold the event in the newly renovated Pat-
ton Auditorium.  
 

The competition was tough but the Trivia Quiz was a lot of 
fun. The winning team – “The Two Graces” - took home 
gift certificates to Amazon. The Mikulas won an Amazon 
Gift card and Starbucks Gift card for bringing the most Non-

FCC folks. Best of all, we raised over $10,000 toward the 
trip! A special thanks to Nancy Elkin for all she did to or-
ganize this event. Thanks again to everyone who helped 
make the Trivia Night and Silent Auction fundraiser such a 

huge success. Thanks for all you did, donated, bid, and 
served to make this happen. Now start studying your trivia 
for next year! See pictures on page 9. 
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Youth Fellowship 
Update 

 

The Youth Fellowship  
had a busy month of May.  
 

We helped with the Trivia Night and Silent Auction fundraiser on 
May 5. Over eighteen members of the YF who are participating in 
the trip were on hand to serve as wait staff for the event. Several of 
the YF who are not even going on the trip, including Avery and 
Owen Higginbotham, also came and helped.   
 

We closed out May and the Youth Fellowship year with a 
wonderful picnic hosted by  the Marino‘s on Sunday, May 20. 
Thanks again to Jessica, Geoff and Mason for making everyone feel 
so welcome! With over 45 youth fellowship members and parents 
in attendance, we celebrated another great YF year, played corn 
hole, basketball and ping pong and enjoyed hamburgers and hot 
dogs. We also honored our graduating seniors. Michael Bonnell 
was recognized for his many years of service and hard work in 
helping make the Youth Fellowship grow and be a success with the 
Youth Fellowship Leadership Award. Charlotte Fountain Jardim 
was also recognized. The YF wish Michael and Charlotte and all 
the graduating seniors well in their next adventures. 
 

We will be busy in the coming weeks continuing to plan and get 
ready for the Summer Mission Trip. We will be heading to North 
Carolina in late July. See more information on that on the update on 
page. 6. We will also be planning kick off events and youth 
fellowship activities for the fall. If you have any ideas or 
suggestions please see Rev. Mounts. Thanks again to the students 
and parents for a fantastic youth fellowship year. 

Confirmation 

 

    June 

 3 Confirmation Sunday 

  Students and Mentors - Please be at church by 
  no later than 9:15am 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT 

 

 

On Friday, May 11 and Saturday, May 12, the eleven mem-
bers of this year's Confirmation class and their mentors joined 
Joy and Mark at the Bellevue Stratford Inn in Ocean Grove 
for a time of spiritual reflection, community, fun and prepara-
tion for Confirmation Sunday on June 3. 
 

During their time together, the students worked with their 
mentors on clarifying their thoughts on how they have grown 
and where they currently are on their faith journeys, and be-
gan formulating how they will lead us in Worship on Confir-
mation Sunday. In addition, they shared meals, enjoyed a Fri-
day night movie, and had the opportunity to enjoy the beauty 
of the Jersey Shore. 
 

Please join them on June 3 to celebrate this significant step on 
their faith journeys. 
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Dublin International Choral Festival 
We are excited that members of our Chancel Choir will be 
participating in the Dublin International Choral Festival 
next March!  They will be singing in a massed choir which 
will present several movements of Handel's Messiah as 
well as a new piece commissioned for the occasion. 
 

The trip will be from March 20-25, 2019, and members of 
the congregation are welcome to join us for a memorable 
experience!  The trip will include guided tours of Dublin, 
including visits to sites related to Handel's first 
performance of the Messiah, a full-day bus trip out into 
County Wicklow to visit charming seaside villages, the 
Glendalough monastic site, and the famous Powerscourt 
Gardens. The concert itself will take place in beautiful St. 
Patrick's Cathedral, the largest and tallest church in Ireland, 
and there is plenty of time built into the schedule for 
shopping and pub-crawling! 
 

The tentative per-person cost (final price will be based on 
the number of participants) is $1481 for the hotel, meals, 
excursions, etc., and approximately $700 for the airfare.  
All breakfasts and several dinners are included in the price.  
The program is run by Music Contact International, the 
organization which ran our previous choir tours to Leipzig, 
Germany, and Salzburg, Austria.  They provide 
professional staff and guides to take care of hotel 
arrangements, airport transfers, plane reservations, etc.  
They also have an instalment payment plan available. 
 

If you are interested in joining us for this wonderful tour, 
or for further information, please speak to Barbara 
Thomson.  We will have a wonderful time, and the more 
the merrier! 

Mission Trip Update 
Forty-two FCC students and chaperones 
will be heading to the Boone, North 
Carolina area on Saturday, July 21 for a 
week of service with the Johns River 
Valley Camp. A UCC camp, we will be 

helping to build handicapped ramps, winterize lower income homes, 
do trail and river cleanup, and work in a café that serves all regardless 
of means. On our day off we plan to go tubing on the New River. We 
are looking forward to a great week of service. 
 

We were all thrilled by the outcome of the Trivia Night and Silent 
Auction fundraiser. This money will go a long way in helping to make 
the trip more cost-effective. Thanks again to everybody who helped. A 
big shout out to Ann Harris who donated her “Who Wants to be a 
Millionaire” winnings to support the trip! Our Tag the Bag fundraiser 
also continues to be a big help as well. More info on that on page 7. 
 

We will have one last fundraiser.  It will be on Sunday, June 24 at  16 
Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro during normal operating hours from 
6pm until 9pm. With Joe Regan at the keyboards and a great menu 
how can we lose? Ten percent of the restaurant’s evening earnings will 
go toward the trip. I  hope that everyone will come out. To reserve a 
table for dinner, please call the restaurant at 908-232-7320 and tell 
them you are coming to support this event. More information on this 
will be in the Sunday Announcements.  
 

Thanks again to everyone for their support of this trip!  

Spring has sprung in the Memorial Garden! 
 

The Memorial Garden team has replanted the garden for 
spring and it is looking lush and beautiful.  Feel free to slip 
around to the back of the church, have a seat on the little 
bench, and spend a few quiet moments with the flowers and 
our many friends who are with us in spirit.  

Board of Outreach 

Water Drive 

During the last sandwich delivery to 
Bridges, the coordinator was asked if 
they needed water.  He gave an em-
phatic “YES!”. The water donated by 
FCC has help many homeless people 
during the summer when water is much 

needed and can be in short supply. As a result, the Board of Outreach 
is sponsoring our 5th Annual Water Drive.  Cases of water will be col-
lected the weeks of June 3, June 10 and June 17. 
 

Please leave the water in the Coe Hall kitchen. If you need assistance 
or wish to have one of the board members pick up water, please see 
Terry Van Liew or Merry Wisler at Coffee Hour. 

Lemonade on the Lawn” 
 

"Lemonade on the Lawn”, our summer time of 
refreshments and conversation after Worship, will 
begin on June 30th. 
 

Providing iced tea and lemonade to the congrega-
tion is an easy way to serve. Please volunteer!  
 

If you are interested in hosting, please let Nicole Chartrain or  
Karen Federico know. 
 

nicolechartrain1@gmail.com 908-654-4459  
kidfederico@gmail.com(908-403-4925)  
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OUTDOOR  
CLASSROOM 

 

 

 

We were honored to have Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea participate in 
the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Outdoor Classroom in the 
corner of the playground in back of the church on May 17. Cut-
ting the ribbon to signify the classroom's "Grand Opening" was 
Westfield Mayor, Shelley Brindle. 
 

The Outdoor Classroom began with the simple idea of cleaning 
out weeds, branches, sticks and rocks from a corner of the cur-
rent playground to expand the area for outdoor play. This origi-
nal idea evolved into the creation of an outdoor learning center 
with the simple vision that children benefit from spending more 
time outdoors, especially in natural places. Its goal is equally 
simple: to increase the quantity, quality, and benefits of outdoor 
experiences for children.  
 

Led by Compass parent volunteers, Kristy Bible and Elayne 
Edmonds, the corner playground space was cleared and leveled, 
and a learning wall built by SJC Lawncare of Cranford. The 
shed to safely store Outdoor Classroom equipment was built by 
Dan DeWeever. The learning wall holds a magnetic board for 
writing, creating and STEM activities, and two interchangeable 
activity boards aimed at developing fine motor, creative, and 
socialization skills. Block building takes on a new meaning in 
the Outdoor Classroom, especially when typical wooden blocks 
are supplemented with rocks and natural pieces of wood. Kits 
for measuring, bird watching, exploring insects, rocks and soil 
engage the students' curiosity and help them develop an interest 
in science and math through connecting with nature.  

 

ST. JUDE BIKE-A-THON 

Compass students had fun while "pedaling for a cause" - help-
ing fund research to end pediatric cancer. Each student had the 
choice of riding a bike, Little Tikes car, a scooter, or pushing a 
walker to help other children their age. Donations will continue 
to "ride in" until early June! 

 

(continued on right) 

(continued from left) 
 

PLANT SALE 

A fun and educational annual activity, all Compass students - yes 
even the littlest ones - helped prepare for the Compass Plant Sale. 
In March, students learned about the life cycle of plants and each 
child planted seeds in a small container that was ultimately sold 
at the May plant sale run by our kindergarten students. Our Jun-
ior Kindergarten (4 year olds) classes cut out the plant descrip-
tion signs and glued them on popsicle sticks, and the 3's classes 
put a sign in each plant to get them ready for the sale. The kin-
dergarteners made big signs to advertise the event, and on the 
day of the sale were available to answer questions from custom-
ers about how plants grow and what each plant needs to stay 
healthy.  Kindergarteners were also responsible for taking money 
from and giving the proper change to their customers. The plant 
sale preparation was a wonderful way to bring the entire commu-
nity of Compass students together! 
 

COMPASS CARNIVAL 

Fun, music, games, food, and friendship were abound at the an-
nual Compass Carnival held on Saturday, May 19th! It was an 
opportunity to mingle with friends, meet new ones, and learn 
about the Compass community.  

TAG * THE * BAG 

And help the FCC Summer Youth Mission 
Trip to John’s River Valley, 

in Collettsville, NC! 
 

Here’s how it works: We purchased a backpack 
for the trip to Collettsville, North Carolina. The 
name of each person who donates any amount of 
money will be written (tagged) in black ink on 
the backpack…a tangible, visual reminder of all 
the people that care for us and pray for us while 
we are away. The bag will be carried throughout 
our journey. Please Tag The Bag and be a part of 

something really special, even if you cannot physically join us. 
 

Each youth member will be carrying a backpack that can also 
be tagged. Any money that they raise will come off the cost of 

their trip. 

OR 

If you would like to donate and TAG THE BAG, there will be 
a bag that represents FCC. 

 

Questions about this fundraiser? 

 

Denise Schifando: (908) 217-5130 

cschifando@yahoo.com 
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Church School News 
 

 

Church School Musical Presentation – June 10 

The children, 3 years old through Middle High, will be singing a 
special spiritual song written and directed by Joe Regan, and 
featuring our talented soloists! The children have been rehearsing 
religiously throughout the spring. Come and hear this special 
performance during the Worship service on June 10. It will truly 
be a treat! 
 

A final rehearsal will be held in Patton Auditorium on June 10 at 
9:30am sharp!  
 

Summer Children’s Sunday Programs 

Beginning on June 24 through September 2, we will again be 
offering our two summer programs: Kids in Church and Kidzone. 
 

Kids In Church – This program is designed to facilitate family 
worship during the summer months. We welcome children in 
Grades 1 and older to remain in worship. Fun and educational 
activity bags will be provided to the youth when they arrive at 
church which relate to the theme of the morning. The activity 
sheets and bags are a gift to the children, but we ask that the 
clipboards be left in the pews each Sunday. 
 

Kidzone – Meeting in the Crib Room for infants through 5 years 
old. Activities and Fun! 
 

Why is attending a Family Worship Service important? 

 

Family worship is a time for parents, as well as members of our 
Congregation, to teach and foster a feeling of acceptance and 
importance in our children in terms of participating in the 
sacraments and rituals of our worship service. If our children 
rarely attend worship for more than the first 15 minutes when they 
are young, it will be more difficult for them to connect to these  
things as teens and adults. 
 

Teachers Are Needed! 
 

Top 10 Reasons to Volunteer to Teach Church School 
 

1. Learn from young people. 
2. Share your knowledge and talents. 
3. Help others. 
4. Spend time with your family. 
5. Have fun. 
6. Make new friends. 
7. Impart Christian values. 
8. Watch youth grow. 
9. Get more back than you give. 
10. Discover more about yourself. 
 

Thank you to all who have graciously volunteered to teach Church 

School for the 2018-2019 school year. We are still in need of a 

few more people to fill our remaining teaching spots. Get involved 

as a teacher or Assistant -- you'll be glad you did! If interested, 

please call Alida Woods, 322-5030. 

 

 

(continued on left) 

(continued from right) 
 

Children Raise Money for the Heifer Project 
 

I am pleased to announce that the Church School has raised 
$1,185.15 through the Read to Feed, Fill-the-Ark Program and 
Cake Auction! Special recognition goes to Isabella and Robbie 
Burdick for raising the most individual funds for Heifer Inter-
national. Thank you for your commitment to helping to end 
hunger and poverty in the world! 
 

A special thank you also goes to Wally and Linda Parker who 

have generously offered to again match the total amount of 

money raised by the Church School for Heifer! Therefore, the 

grand total of $2370.30 will be used to support various Heifer 

projects both in the United States and overseas. Our gift not 

only brings help to children, women and men both in the Unit-

ed States and abroad in the form of food and training, but also 

provides hope for a better tomorrow. Every family who re-

ceives an animal agrees to pass on one or more of its offspring 

and the related skills to other families, thereby ensuring an on-

going source of food and income that is constantly expanding. 

Our gift goes on! Our church has now donated over $54,000 to 

Heifer since July 1978! We have helped to support over 25 

million families in 125 countries become more self-reliant by 

providing livestock, training and sustainable agricultural prac-

tices. Thank you to everyone who continues to support this 

amazing cause.  

Annual Children’s Musical 
Sunday June 17 

 

Be sure to be in church on Sunday, June 
17, for our annual children’s musical!  
This year they are presenting “David 
and the Giants” – the traditional story of 
David and Goliath with a different twist.  
They are an especially talented and mo-
tivated group this year and have been 
working on the play for months. 
 

Come out and support their efforts! 

Thank You to… 

 

The Board of Christian Education  
would like to thank the Mill’s family 
for donating the Children’s book, 
Good Dogs, Great Listeners - The 
Story of Charlotte, Lily and the Lit-
ter. 
 

The book was written by JoAnn and 
Joel Bacon, the parents of Charlotte 

Bacon, one of the children killed at Sandy Hook. Charlotte’s 
Litter Inc., a program supported by Newtown Kindness, was 
founded by JoAnn & Joel Bacon in honor of Charlotte Bacon. 



The Congregationalist 9 

Readers and Riders at the Newark Museum 

 

In May, the Readers and Riders visited the Newark Museum for 
the exhibit, "The Rockies and the Alps", that highlighted the 
exploration of the western United States around the time of the 
Civil War. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the most successful artists of the period was Albert 
Bierstadt, who had come to the States from Prussia at the age of 
two.  He "paid a substitute" to fight in the Civil War and would 
embark on journeys to the Rocky Mountains, where he sketched 
out majestic scenery. He would then return to New York and paint 
large-scale scenery with dramatic effects.  The West was still 
vastly unexplored before the Transcontinental Railroad's 
completion in 1869, and people longed to travel to these faraway, 
untouched places -- an interest which was further  fueled by the 
notion of Manifest Destiny, a growing belief that Americans were 
divinely ordained to be the masters of the continent.  His paintings 
also raised consciousness about the need to preserve wild lands. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

After Bierstadt's popularity started to wane, Frederic Remington, 
born the year the Civil War started, painted action scenes of the 
waning years of the western frontier and the final battles of US 
Calvary against Native Americans.  He was one of the first artists 
to illustrate the true gait of the horse in motion.  (Previously 
horses in full gallop were drawn with four legs pointing out like 
hobby horses). 
 

(Continued on right) 

(continued from right) 
 

There was a surprising bronze sculpture, "Mountain Man", of a 
horse and rider descending a steep cliff, done in Remington's 
later years, when he realized he could sculpt  in addition to 
paint. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another notable painter, George Catlin,  observed and por-
trayed Native American culture.   Here, he records a ball game 
which was part of the tradition of the Iroquois and was named 
"lacrosse" by a French missionary in 1637. 
 

 

Docent led tour of the exhibit 

Valley of the Yosemite - Bierstadt 

Mountain Man - Remington 

Ball Players- Catlin 

Readers and Riders  
Off to Flemington – June 7 

 

We're off to see the wizard - do you 
think we will find him in Flemington? 
Readers and Riders are visiting the his-
toric town made famous by the trial of 
Bruno Hauptmann for the Lindbergh 
baby's abduction and murder in 1932: 
the "Trial of the Century."  We are meeting at Ann Harris' 
house (220 Linden Avenue) at 9:45 am on Thursday, June 7th 
and planning on viewing the courthouse, hotel, and many other 
well-known sites. We will briefly stop at the Doric House be-
fore going to lunch at 55 Main Street. Join us for a lovely ex-
cursion to a place we have not been.   
 

Please call Bev Heinrich at (908) 233-8656 for more infor-
mation and to sign up by Tuesday, June 5th.  
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Your Wait Staff for the event 

Scenes from the Trivia Night and Silent Auction on May 5, 2018 

Crib Room Crew 
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The winning team 



  First Congregational Church 

  125 Elmer Street 
  Westfield, NJ 07090 

 

 Address service requested 

The Congregationalist 
 

is published monthly by 

 

First Congregational Church 

125 Elmer Street 

Westfield, NJ  07090 

 

Handicap Accessible 

 

(908) 233-2494 

FAX (908) 233-1416 

 

Email: uccfcc@verizon.net 

Website: www.fccofwestfield.org 

 

Leslie Ann Kopf, Editor 

Email: uccfcc.leslie@gmail.com 

 

Worship & Church School  

Sundays, 10am 

 

Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea, Sr. Minister 

uccfcc.mark@verizon.net 
 

Rev. Joy Mounts, Assoc. Minister 

uccfcc.joy@verizon.net 
 

Dr. Barbara Thomson 

Director of Music and Organist 
 

Alida Woods, 

Church School Superintendent 
 

 

Jim Palme, Church Administrator 
uccfcc.jim@verizon.net 

 

 

Tom Lawler, Church Custodian/Sexton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Deadline:  June 19 

 

WIGHTMAN CHAPEL LOUNGE DEDICATION 

 

On Sunday, May 13, following the Board of Outreach’s 
annual “Thank You Coffee Hour” in recognition of the 
significant and varied contributions the congregation has 
made this year to our many service efforts, a large number of 
those present transitioned over to Chapel Lounge. There, Dr. 
Boyea lead a ceremony in which Chapel Lounge was 
officially renamed “Wightman Chapel Lounge” after the late 
former Senior Minister of FCC, Rev. Dr. John Wightman. 
 

After a brief welcome, scripture reading and opening prayer, 
several of those present, including John’s wife Marilyn and 

son Bruce, spoke movingly and eloquently about their experiences with Dr. Wightman 
and the meaningful impact he had on this spiritual community during his ten years here. 
It was a truly special moment for FCC, and a well-deserved honor for Dr. Wightman. 
 

Enormous gratitude to all who helped prepare that space for the day, especially Keith 
Westerhold, Merry Wisler and Jim Palme, as well as to Heidi Hylan Motyzcka for 
creating such a fine tribute to Dr. Wightman in the display case of Patton Auditorium. 


