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Senior Minister’s Message 

Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea 

 

Hi... 
 

Several months ago, one of our fellow UCC churches in New Jersey asked 
if I would be willing to lead their annual men’s retreat this October. At the 
time, they were unsure what theme they wanted to explore but would 
contact me again over the summer to begin planning the weekend’s 
agenda. 
 

When they got back to me in July, they were no longer searching for a 
theme. They unequivocally wanted to explore the concept of “Hope”. They 
had sensed a clear struggle on the part of their members to maintain a sense 
of hope in the current tumultuous political and social climate. 
 

After several weeks of research and reflection, I proposed and then carried 
out a program for them based on approaching hope as a spiritual and 
psychological skill - not something we either have or don’t have, but 
instead all have an innate disposition toward to varying degrees. That 
disposition can be improved and maintained through the development of 
other habits. It is an understanding of hope as a by-product of other life 
practices. 
 

Of those habits, one of the few which showed up on nearly every piece of 
research I came across regarding people who were evaluated as being 
generally “hopeful” was gratitude. Hopeful people tend to be people for 
whom gratitude is a consistent life practice.  
 

So as we enter the month of November - the month of Thanksgiving - I 
invite you to try a little experiment on yourself. Each day throughout the 
month, perform a practice of gratitude. Make a list at the end of a day of 
the things you are grateful for from it. Send an email or note thanking 
someone, whether it is for something recent or long ago. Make a donation 
to a charity, school or other organization in the name of someone you are 
grateful to for something that made a difference your life. 
 

Then, at the end of the month, see if you haven’t become a more grateful 
person. And because of that, a more hopeful one as well. 
 

 

Blessings, 
 

Mark  
 

WORSHIP NOTES 

 

Saturday, November 4 

Our monthly “First Saturday” Worship celebration takes 
place in the Sanctuary at 5:30pm. “First Saturday” is 
intended for those who find it difficult to be with us on 
Sunday morning, as well as those who desire a quieter, 
more meditative worship experience from time to time. 

 

Sunday, November 5 

Join us as we share in the Sacrament of Communion as a 
community of God’s people. Also, please remember to 
turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday night, 
November 4, when you go to bed. 

 

Sunday, November 19 - “Thanksgiving Sunday” 

We gather together to remember and give special thanks 
for the blessings God has sent into our lives this past year, 
especially in the midst of the personal, national and world 
issues that have troubled us. As a special sign of that 
gratitude, we ask that you bring at least one non-perishable 
food item for distribution to the those in need through our 
FCC Food Pantry. Lastly, as another sign of our gratitude 
to God, we will consecrate the newly renovated Patton 
Auditorium at the beginning of Coffee Hour. 
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Advent Theme For 2017 
 

Our theme for Advent this year will be 
“Do You Hear What I Hear”. During 
each of the four Sundays in Advent, 
which begins on December 3, the 
morning’s Message will be built around 
the story, Bible passages, and major 
themes behind some of our most time-

honored Christmas Hymns and Carols.  
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Associate Minister’s Message 

Rev. Joy Mounts, Associate Pastor 

 

Poetry 

 

This summer during my sabbatical, I had the pleasure of 
attending the Robert Frost Poetry Conference in Derby, New 
Hampshire. It was held on the farm that Robert Frost and his 
family lived on for many years. It was a wonderful experience 
with workshops, poets sharing their work and time for 
individual critiques with the poets in residence. It was thrilling, 
scary, challenging and helpful all at once. I can’t wait to go 
again next year. 
 

The last day of the conference I had to check out of my hotel 
before heading over to the farm. As I was taking my things out 
to my car, I was pulling my suitcase backwards down some 
steps. Not my brightest moment. And it seemed even less so 
several seconds later when I found myself falling off the 
concrete steps and on to the asphalt parking lot.  
 

As I lay there taking stock and making sure no bones were 
broken, I heard a voice. No, not God, but an elderly gentleman 
from my poetry conference who had told us all he was in his 
90’s. He said, “I saw you fall. Are you ok?” I told him I was but 
didn’t think I was up to writing poetry. He replied with a grin, 
“Nonsense! Write a poem about your fall!” I grinned back at 
him, then he gave a wave and got in his car to head to the 
conference.  
 

I have thought a lot about his wise words since then. I did head 
back to the conference but didn’t write a poem about my fall. 
Maybe someday. What I loved about his words was his way of 
looking at what happened. Don’t hang on to being upset, turn it 
to something creative. Make poetry out of it. Take a fall and 
make it something else. 
 

Too many times in life there is a temptation to hold onto a hurt 
or wrong or unkind word. To sit and dwell. Perhaps instead it 
should spur us to action. To be creative. Maybe this means 
forgiving or reconciling or seeking understanding. Maybe it 
means letting it go and using the energy to help or encourage 
others. 
 

The best part is that we don’t have to attempt this on our own. 
God will help us, inspire us. Give us the energy to try and see it 
through. It may not be easy. There may be a few aches and 
pains. But in the end we may be glad we wrote a poem with our 
lives.  
 

Peace, 
 

Joy 

 

November Communion Offering 

This month our Communion Offering will 
benefit the Bridges Outreach, Inc. 

 

Founded in 1988, Bridges reaches out to the homeless in New 
York City, Newark, Irvington, and Summit, New Jersey every 
week. Over 2,000 volunteers each year help deliver 100,000 
meals, seasonal clothing, and necessities without question and 
with genuine respect. It is Bridges’ goal that people who are 
homeless know that they are cared for and valued as individuals, 
while those who serve gain a better understanding of the realities 
of homelessness.   
 

FCC began its participation with Bridges in the fall of 1995 by 
going on Friday night “Runs”. The FCC Youth Fellowship  
continues to participate in Friday or Saturday “Runs” several 
times a year to serve the homeless in Newark or NYC.  
Additionally, on a monthly basis, FCC prepares and provides 
bagged lunches and collects clothing, toiletries, and other 
essentials for Bridges to distribute.  
 

Your financial support is essential to sustain the monthly efforts 
of our FCC volunteers and Youth Fellowship to provide these 
lunches and items for distribution to those in need. 
 

For more information you may visit the Bridges Outreach at  
www.bridgesoutreach.org.  

JOIN IN AND HELP GROW OUR COMMUNITY 
 

Volunteer opportunities on 
various Church Boards typically 
begin at the start of each year. 
The Nominating Committee 
coordinates members’ interests 
with Board openings throughout 
the year.  
 

Contact Karen Fountain karenafountain@yahoo.com or 
Cynthia Evans cevans@grdodge.org if you are interested in 
learning more about Board service. 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNTIES AVAILABLE!!  
Our Church is run by all of us, so we invite you to join a 

Board which speaks to you. 
 

Plan Educational Activities for all ages with the Board of  

Christian Education  

Help the Board of Christian Invitation with  

Marketing and Communications of the Church’s message 

Join the Board of Deacons and Coordinate Church Services 

Reach Beyond Our Church Community with the  

Board of Outreach  

Work with the Board of Stewardship to Raise Funds to Support 

the Church 

Scout for Church Talent with the Board of Nominating  

Assist with Church Governance and Management by becoming a 

Trustee 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Sunday, November 5. 
 

Make sure you turn your clocks 
back one hour before you go to 
bed on Saturday, November 4.  
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WaySharers will meet on Friday, November 3 at 7pm for yoga. 
 

On Friday November 10 we will meet at Lifetime Fitness in 
Berkeley Heights. They have generously donated their facility 
for our use! 
  

On Friday, December 1 at 6pm we will enjoy our Annual 
Christmas Dinner-Dance in Patton Auditorium.  

 

For more information about WaySharers, call Cynthia Mathis 
(908) 233-0180. 

Moving Meditation 

 

Monday Evening Classes 

November 6, 13, 20, and 27:  6:30-7:15pm 

 

Simple gentle stress reduction based on ancient 
Asian Qigong wellness systems.  
 

Questions? Call Laura Berzofsky (908) 232-0169.  
 

Donations welcome - This month we will be rais-
ing funds for Roots and Wings.  
 

Classes in Patton Auditorium. Look for signs on Church doors. 

Coffee Hour Set to Resume! 

  
Patton Auditorium is completed and we 
have resumed Coffee Hour. The Deacons 
would like to invite members of the 
congregation to co-host Coffee Hour. 
Just bring some homemade or store-

bought cookies and help serve coffee and 
tea after Worship. It’s fun and easy! 
 

Please see Nicole Chartrain or Karen Federico to sign up, or 
send them an email: 
 

Nicolechartrain1@gmail.com 

kidfederico@gmail.com  

Calling All Knitters and Crocheters! 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is in full swing 
again this Fall. 
 

Caring concern and the love of knitting and 
crocheting have been combined into a 
ministry to reach out to those in our community in need of 
comfort and prayers. Prayers and blessings for the recipient are 
knitted into each shawl. Shawls console those who are grieving, 
comfort those who are ill, and bring hope to those in need. 
 

Kits are provided with wool and instructions. 
 

Anyone interested in knitting or crocheting a shawl, please see 
Laurie Mills to pick up a kit or pick one up in the Deacons 
closet outside Chapel Lounge and sign your name in the 
notebook. Let’s start getting those shawls ready to be delivered 
and keep this caring and embracing ministry going. Let’s spread 
our warmth and love! 
 

Any questions, please contact Laurie Mills (908)304-5193. 

2018 Holy Land Travel Opportunity 

 

 

 

 

I am investigating a 2018 travel opportunity to the Holy Land. 
There are several tour companies that run 8-10 day tours, 
following paths of historic significance for less than $3,500 
dollars.  
 

I know this is a vague beginning, but I am just at the initial 
stages of inquiry. I would like to see how much interest there 
might be in order to know if FCC could fill a tour (20-24 
people), or if we would blend with another group. Please see 
me, or email me, to let me know if you have an interest. 
 

Thank you. 
 

Merry Wisler 
merry.wisler@gmail.com or (908) 403-7609 (text only, please) 

 

Boyea Advent Open HouseBoyea Advent Open HouseBoyea Advent Open HouseBoyea Advent Open House    
Save the date!  

 

Save the date! The Boyeas’ annual Advent 
Open House will be held on Saturday, 
December 9 from 2-9pm. The address is 838 
Sims Avenue, Scotch Plains. All FCC 
members, families and friends are welcome, 
and no RSVP is necessary. Hope to see you 
there.  

Please Volunteer to Help 

 

The Deacons are always looking for assistance 
from the members of the Church. Would you like 
to host or co-host a Coffee Hour? Drive a member 
to/from a needed appointment? Read the Scripture 
at Worship? Decorate the Church at holidays? If 
so, please contact Senior Deacon Merry Wisler at 
merry.wisler@gmail.com and we will include you! 

Check Writing—The bank where the 
church transacts business has become more 
stringent in honoring the depositing of checks 
where the Payee line is not the legal entity 
name of the church. Please be reminded that 
when making checks payable to the church, 

the Payee name should read “First Congregational Church” 
which is the legal entity name. Alternate forms such as 
abbreviating “FCC” or “FCC of Westfield” should not be used 
and we are asking each of you to please help us follow their 
request.  
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Youth Fellowship Update 

 

In October, the Youth Fellowship was busy with meetings during 
which we learned new games and planned a busy month. We helped 
with the Mission Trip Thank You Lunch on October 22. and ended 
it donating a basket and helping with the auction during the annual 
October Surprise fundraiser. On October 15, we gathered to 
assemble fifteen Church World Service Emergency Clean-Up 
Buckets and fifty-three Hygiene Kits to be sent to areas recovering 
from the recent disastrous hurricanes. Thanks to everyone who 
donated items or financial help toward this effort. 
 

In November we will attend the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
Canstruction at Brookfield Place in New York City. We will also 
visit the Irish Hunger Memorial and have lunch at PJ Clarke’s on 
the Hudson. (See story opposite) We will also have two regular 
meetings led by YF Leaders, and will make a final decision about 
our Mission Trip location and program for 2018. So make sure to 
come and cast your vote!  
 

November 

 4  Canstruction - NYC 

 5  No YF 

 12  5:00pm Meeting 

 19  5:00pm Meeting 

 26  No YF 

Canstruction 

 

Saturday, November 4 is our annual FCC trip into NYC to see 
the amazing Canstruction sculptures. The exhibit is at the 
World Financial Center (Brookfield Place.) This year is the 
25th Anniversary of Canstruction, so it will be extra special! 
As before, all of the sculptures are constructed from cans, 
bottles and jars to highlight hunger issues during this two-

week long show, which is also a competition sponsored by the 
American Institute of Architects. All sculptures are then 
dismantled and the food items given to shelters across the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The price of admission to Canstruction is one can of food. 
Depending on the weather we will also visit the Irish Hunger 
Memorial, which is right next to Brookfield Place, and then 
have lunch before returning. A bus has been chartered. We 
will meet at the church at 9:30am for a 9:45 departure. Lunch 
at noon is at our Brookfield Place favorite spot, PJ Clarke’s on 
the Hudson, and included in the cost of the trip. We will be 
back in Westfield by 3:30pm at the latest. The cost of the trip 
is $45. This includes bus and lunch costs.  
 

If you are interested in going, please RSVP to the Church 
Office at (908)233-2494 or uccfcc.jim@verizon.net by 
Wednesday, November 1 or contact Rev. Mounts to sign up.  

Youth Fellowship preparing Emergency Clean-Up and  
Hygiene Kits  for the Church World Service organization 

With Thanks 

My most heartful thanks to the 
congregation for surprising me with 
many cards and a coffee-hour cake for 
my birthday last week. I was very 
touched. This church is my other family 

and I value you all so much.  
 

Thank you again! 
 

Barbara Thomson 

Festival Chorus Begins! 
 

The Festival Chorus will begin rehearsals 
for our annual Christmas program on 
Thursday, November 2, at 7:30pm in 
Patton Auditorium. This year’s program, 
to be presented on December 10, will 

feature shorter Christmas pieces from various countries — 
some familiar favorites and some lovely new anthems, but all 
celebrating that wonderful time of the church year. 
 

If you have never sung with the Festival Chorus before but 
like to sing — come and give us a try! You can contact 
Barbara Thomson with any questions at bctbct@aol.com  

Summer Mission Trip 

Thank You Lunch  

 

Thanks again for helping us celebrate our trip 
to Denver this past July to work with DOOR. 
See the pictures from the lunch on pages 9 
and 10. Most of all, thank you for all of your 
support and prayers! 
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FCC on Facebook 

  

We want to let others to know that FCC is a 
welcoming and vibrant spiritual community. 
Facebook is an important tool to increase 
publicity and we hope it will lead to many new 
visitors. The more people “Check In” (and post 
about FCC) the more people will see all the great 
things that happen here. One way we can do this 
is by taking a moment to “Check-In” to our FCC 
Facebook page every Sunday. 
 

Here’s how:  

•   Scroll to the top of your News Feed or Profile and click 
  What’s on your mind?  

•   Click to select or search for a nearby location.  

•  When you check in, you can also:  

•   Select an audience for your post (Friends, Public).  

•  Click Post.  
  

The Board of Christian Invitation  

Readers and Riders visit Merchants 
and Drovers 

 

Before cars, there were horse-drawn 
coaches on the then dusty roads of New 
Jersey. Not surprisingly, taverns and inns 
sprang up along these roads, so that 
coaches could advance by “stages” and 

stop to replace their horses and give rest to their passengers. In this 
way they made quick time on the much-traveled segment of the 
King’s Highway between New York and Philadelphia, which took 
2 to 3 days. (The time would be slower for a rich man in his own 
stagecoach with only one set of horses.) In October, the Readers 
and Riders visited the site of the Merchants and Drovers Tavern, 
which was located along this Highway (now St. Georges Avenue) 
and built in Rahway in 1795. 
 

Our excellent guide, Alex Shipley, took us through the current 
museum and back in time through Rahway’s glory days. Because of 
its critical location, Rahway grew in prosperity and in size - it 
included what is now Clark . It became a major manufacturing hub 
and home to the likes of Wheatena and Merck & Co.  
 

It was also the headquarters of the 
Regina music box, which was a 
popular way of listening to music, 
since customers could have the box 
and then buy different discs to play on 
it. (The music box was then 
supplanted in the early 20th century, 
by New Jersey’s Thomas Edison’s 
phonograph - which had the added 
advantage of playing voice and 
orchestra).  
 

The Merchants and Drovers Tavern 
later became home to the Girl Scouts 
of Rahway and the surrounding area. 
In the 1960s, the building was saved 

from demolition when local citizens, realizing its historical 
significance, formed the Rahway Historical Society and were able 
to raise $75,000 in ten months in order to acquire it. Today, the 
Merchants and Drovers Tavern Museum Association is active in 
running historical re-enactments and programs for the public. 
 

In keeping with the spirit of the colonial outing, the Readers and 
Riders then dined at the Stage House Inn, which was erected in 
1737 in Scotch Plains. 

Readers and Riders  
Journey back to the 18th century when 
Perth Amboy was a twin capital of 
colonial New Jersey. Join Readers and 
Riders on Thursday, November 2 for 
our visit to the Proprietary House, the 
Royal Governor’s mansion which 

alone remains from the original 13 colonies. We will have 
lunch at The Barge before our 1:15 pm docent led tour and 
brief exploration of the historic waterfront. I am looking for 
at least 8 intrepid women to carpool from Ann Harris’ home, 
220 Linden Avenue, at 10:45 am. Please call Bev Heinrich at 
(908) 233-8656 by Tuesday, October 31 for more 
information and to sign up for this trip. 
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Adult Studies Coming in 
November and December 

 

 

 

November 

 

“Monday Message Musings” 

 

Mondays, November 6, 13, and 27  
7:30-8:30pm in Chapel Lounge 

 

Ever leave worship on Sunday morning wanting to know more about 
a particular Bible story or passage, wishing you had been able to ask 
a follow-up question related to the sermon, or find out what you 
missed because you couldn't be here? 

 

Now’s your chance! 
 

Each Monday evening we engage in a combination of Bible Study, 
recap, and continuing discussion of the Sunday Morning Message 
the day before. Participants have the opportunity to obtain greater 
understanding of the passage used and it’s relevance for our lives 
today. For those who weren’t able to attend Worship that Sunday, a 
recap of the Message is also offered. 
 

“Monthly Prayer and Meditation” 

 

Tuesday, November 14 

7:30-8:30pm in Sanctuary 

 

Members, friends and guests have the opportunity to come together 
to learn about and share in a variety of prayer and meditative 
practices. These sessions also include time for participants to offer 
their own prayer concerns.  

 

“Canstruction”—Saturday, November 4 

 

On Saturday, November 4, members of the congregation are invited 
to join the Youth Fellowship in going into NYC to see the 
Canstruction exhibit in the Winter Garden area of the World 
Financial Center, as well as the nearby Irish Hunger Memorial. (For 
more information see article on page 4.)  
 

December 

 

“The Messiah” 

 

Mondays, December 4, 11 and 18 

7:30-8:30pm in Chapel Lounge 

 

During this three week Advent study we will spend time with world-

renown Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggmann and his critical 
examinations of four of the royal titles used in Isaiah 9:2-7 - 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of 
Peace. We will discuss how people in Jesus’ time understood these 
titles and how Jesus did and did not fulfill them. We will also reflect 
on how Christianity interprets Jesus as representing that title of 
“Messiah.  
 

“Monthly Prayer and Meditation” 

 

Tuesday, December 12 

7:30-8:30pm in Sanctuary 

 

 

 

 

 

The marvelous changes that have taken place recently in and 
outside of FCC’s building have resulted in a landscape that 
exudes vitality, beauty, and a wonderful sense of 
community! Compass is proud to be a contributor to 
improving these facilities and it is our faithful hope to 
continue with FCC on this path of enhancements. 
 

Compass is excited about the start of our new 
Intergenerational Connection Program, which brings our 
young students and the elderly together, creating multiple 
benefits for both ages. Our partnership with Sunrise 
Assisted Living of Westfield has Sunrise residents visiting 
our 3’s, 4’s and Kindergarten classrooms each month and 
becoming “students” of these classes. Both generations have 
the opportunity to enjoy each other, paint, read stories, play 
games, and play music together. 
 

We are grateful for FCC’s blessing regarding the creation of 
an “outdoor classroom” in the back corner of the 
playground. This outdoor space will include a learning wall, 
activities in nature, a labyrinth, an area for quiet reflection, 
and rocks throughout that will include the painted words  
joy, happy, peace, love, etc. and also COMMUNITY, 
EDUCATION, & SERVICE, reflecting three of the pillars 
of FCC.  
 

The Compass staff has enjoyed witnessing the 
transformation of Patton. What a hidden gem that room was 
and how wonderful that its beauty will now be displayed. 
 

It was a pleasure meeting with Nancy Elkin of the Board of 
Christian Invitation to discuss working together with FCC to 
ultimately benefit the greater Westfield community and 
beyond. We look forward to our first venture together by 
participating with FCC in the Pajama Drive in December. 
 

It is our aspiration to continue to work together to institute 
positive change to our communities and help maintain their 
encouraging atmospheres, vibrancy, enthusiasm, and hope 
for all.  
 

Sue DeWeever 
Director 
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Church School News 
 

November 12 – Family Worship Sunday 

 

In keeping with our commitment to both the faith development of 
our kids and our commitment to being as inclusive and 
intergenerational with as much of what we do here as possible, we 
will hold one of our periodic Family Worship Sundays on 
November 12. We welcome children in Grades 1 and older to 
remain in worship. The Crib Room is provided for infants through 
5 years old. Activities and Fun! 
 

You may have noticed the clip boards in church during the Family 
Worship Sundays. These fun and educational activity bags are 
provided to the youth when they arrive at church. The activity 
sheets and bags are a gift to the children, but we ask that the 
clipboards be left in the pews. 
 

November 26 - Thanksgiving Weekend 

 

A One-Room Schoolhouse will be offered for children three-years
-old through Grade 5. Crib Room will be provided for infants 
through two-years-old. 
 

Church School Teachers’ Bible Study 

 

The next session of Teachers’ Prep/Bible Study 
for the Church School Teachers will be offered 
on Thursday, November 30, at 7pm in the Chapel 
Lounge. We will look at the scripture lessons for 
the month of December. 
 

Please let Alida Woods know whether or not you will be able to 
attend. 
 

November 5 – Communion Sunday  
 

On November 5, children 3 years through 
Grade 8, will join their families in the 
Sanctuary to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Communion together. After the morning’s 
Message, the children will be escorted by 
their teachers into the Sanctuary during the 
hymn to rejoin their families for the start of 
Communion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 November 

 

 5  11:30am Class in the Middle High Classroom 

 12  11:30am Class in the Middle High Classroom 

 19  11:30am Class in the Middle High Classroom 

 26  No Class 

The Confirmands and their mentors enjoy a get together in early 
October.  

 

FCC Art Gallery 

The FCC Art Gallery will be featuring 
photographs taken during the Summer 
Mission Trip to Denver, Colorado by the 
Mission Trip participants. These will be on 
display until Advent.  
 

The FCC Art Gallery is located in the Coe 
Hallway.  
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(continued from left column) 

 

Roots and Wings: Roots and Wings provides those who age out of the 
foster care system with safe housing, educational support, counseling, and 
life skills in order to empower them toward self-sufficiency. Your 
donation will help support several homes in Union County for deserving 
young adults transitioning to independence. 

Board Of Outreach 

Alternative Gift Market 
December 3rd & 10th

 

 

Looking for creative and meaningful gift ideas this 
holiday season? The 17th Annual Alternative Gift 
Market offers the opportunity to make a donation to a 
worthy cause in someone’s name instead of purchasing a 
store-bought present. More than ever, people near and far 
are in need; gifts to these charities will improve many 
lives. 
 

The Gift Market will be held in Patton Auditorium 
immediately after the worship celebration on December 
3 and 10. Each donation will be accompanied by a gift 
card for you to personalize along with details about the 
charitable organization. The seven charities include: 
 

Bridges Outreach: A Union County-based organization 
assisting people who are homeless or in transitional 
housing. FCC continues to provide bagged lunches once 
a month and other essentials to Bridges for distribution, 
but funding is needed to pay for transportation costs. 
 

Doctors Without Borders: A Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
it is an international medical humanitarian organization 
delivering emergency aid to people affected by armed 
conflict, epidemics, natural and man-made disasters and 
exclusion from health care, in over 70 countries. 
Donations fund the medical professionals and other 
volunteers in thousands of aid missions each year. 
 

Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless: A Union 
County-based organization assisting individuals and 
families who are homeless or near homeless, gain 
shelter, rental assistance, rent subsidies, transitional 
housing and permanent housing. Donations fund the staff 
and volunteers that provide case management, crisis 
intervention, an after-school program for children, and 
housing/life skills related education. 
 

FCC's Food Closet: Located at here at FCC, the Food 
Closet provides food and supplies to the needy in our 
community. On average 5-6 individuals/families “walk-

in” each week, many in dire circumstances relating to 
difficult medical or housing situations. Donations help 
fund the supply of food, toiletries and/or grocery gift 
cards. 
 

Heifer International: An international organization 
providing animals such as chicks, ducks, goats and sheep 
to needy families. Donations will fund the purchase of 
animals that provide both food for the recipient families 
as well as a source of family income to raise their 
standard of living.  
  

Caring Contact: Located in Westfield, Caring Contact 
is a caring and crisis hotline serving callers in need 
throughout New Jersey. The organization is devoted to 
promoting emotional wellbeing by providing 
opportunities for people to express themselves to 
compassionate listeners in a safe environment. 
 

(continued in right column) 

 

SERRV Catalog Sale 

 

 

 

Once again, the Board of Outreach is happy to offer a catalogue sale from 
Serrv. Serrv is a non-profit organization that creates long term 
connections with marginalized artisans and farmers in 25 countries. 
Together they build hand-made product collections that are a catalyst for 
positive change world-wide. Through fair trade purchases, artisans and 
farmers are able to lift themselves and their families out of poverty and 
communities are transformed. Find out more about their 68 year history 
of supporting fair trade at Serrv.org/about us. 
 

We will have a table and catalogue available at Coffee Hour on 
November 5 and November 12. The profits from the Serrv sale help the 
Youth Mission Trip and the FCC Food Pantry. Please consider Serrv 
items for your Christmas needs or try their fabulous Devine chocolate for 
a sweet indulgence. 

Other Gift Giving Opportunities 

In addition to the Alternative Gift Market, the Board of 
Outreach Ministries is also sponsoring three additional 
gift giving opportunities this holiday season: 
 

Gift Tree For Children & Adults – Continuing our tradition of support 
for the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless, this Christmas season 
we will again collect gifts for children and adults. Look for a small 
Christmas tree set up in Patton Auditorium from late November through 
the mid December. On the tree will be ornaments with a gift suggestion 
written on the back. We invite you to select an ornament, purchase the 
suggested gift and return the gift unwrapped no later than December 17.   
 

Gift Card Collection - Homeless Teens & Young Adults Deserve a 
Present Too – Many of the Elizabeth Coalition for the Homeless families 
have children between the ages of 14 and 24, an age when cozy pajamas 
and teddy bears don’t make great presents anymore. Gift cards are the 
perfect solution for these young people. The next time you are shopping, 
please consider purchasing $10-$25 gift cards. Cards from Target, 
Walmart, CVS, Walgreens, ShopRite, or Visa/MC are best. These cards 
will be collected at the Christmas tree table in Patton during Coffee Hour 
through December 17. 
 

FCC Food Pantry Reverse Advent Calendar – Bags with instructions 
& suggestions will be located near the Gift Tree. Pick up an empty 
shopping bag to take home, and each day we ask that you place one food, 
toiletry or cleaning item in the bag. Return the bag to FCC by Dec 17 
with the items collected and they will be used to stock the FCC Food 
Pantry during the winter months! 
 

The Board of Outreach hopes you will take advantage of one or more of 
these opportunities to support those most in need in our local area during 
this holiday season. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
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Mission Trip Thank You Lunch - Sunday, October 22, 2017 
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Mission Trip Thank You Lunch - Sunday, October 22, 2017 
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Stewardship Reflection Theme - “4 All We Do” 

 

Stewardship Campaign - 2018 

 

Hopefully by now you have all received the flyer and your 
pledge card for the 2018 Stewardship campaign. During the 
development process for this campaign, we attempted to find 
a new way to speak to all of you about all that FCC does for 
its members and for the community around us.  The theme 
for the campaign is “4 All We Do”, which is based on the 
“Four Pillars of FCC”. Worship, Service, Education and 
Community (these are represented by the colorful banners 
hanging from the pillars at the front of church).   
 

In considering how much you can pledge to FCC for 2018, I 
hope you will think about all that FCC offers all of us in this 
crazy, busy world of ours.  And I hope you will strongly 
consider pledging, pledging on time and pledging more ($2 
more per day per household would virtually eliminate our 
current operating deficit).  Your pledges guide the Trustees 
as they prepare our budget for next year, so the sooner you 
pledge the better. You can pledge online at 
fccofwestfield.org/pledges, or bring your pledge card to 
Church on October 28 for our traditional Consecration 
Sunday celebration. 
 

Thanks for your consideration. 
 

Tom Bebout 
Stewardship Co-Chair 

The Board of Christian Invitation: Who We Are and  
What We Do 

 

Our board supports the Church’s efforts to 
increase membership and welcome visitors 
(the visitor folder and welcome bags, 
making visitors feel welcome, Name Tag 
Sunday).  We publicize FCC’s programs 
and service projects, and organize 
informational events that help FCC member/visitor retention (Bagels 
and Beliefs - the informal seminar held at FCC to educate visitors 
and members about our church faith and governance; press releases, 
mailers, Facebook, website, local events, brochure, member 
surveys). 

 

If any of these things interest you (or you have some experience with 
any), we would love to talk to you. The CI Board includes Nancy 
Elkin (nancyelkin@comcast.net or (908) 451-1977), Gina Chevalier, 
Heidi Sweeney, Jeff Bollinger, Marion Gordon, Kelton Estabrook, 
Heather Moulton, Chris Schifando and Jenny Jaruzelski. 
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