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Hi... 
 

In 2014, three people were arrested in Fort Lauderdale, Florida for 
attempting to provide food in a public space to people who were homeless. 
At the time, the city had a law which required a permit for sharing food in 
public. In August of this year however, the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled that feeding the homeless in public spaces is protected by the 
First Amendment. It declared that “sharing food with another human being 
is one of the oldest forms of human expression’, according to Kirsten 
Anderson, lead attorney for the group which challenged the ordinance. 
 

While I am grateful for the court’s ruling, I am both amazed and saddened 
by a question it raises: 
 

We needed a court to tell us this? 

 

Apparently so, as according to Newsweek, dozens of municipalities 
throughout the country have similar laws, in addition to ones prohibiting 
sleeping outside and living out of personal vehicles. Combined, this 
reflects an increasing trend toward what has been referred to as “the 
criminalization of homelessness”. This despite the fact that, contrary to one 
of the rationales often stated for these laws, the majority of those who are 
homeless and hungry in our nation are not in those circumstances due to 
either their own volition or a refusal to, as that condescendingly ugly retort 
goes, “get a job”.  
 

Instead, the majority of the homeless and hungry here consists of the 
mentally ill; veterans who we have been more than happy to let look out 
for us in some of the most dangerous parts of the world, but who we have 
not looked out for upon their return; those who did “get a job” but still 
can’t afford housing with what they make; and children. 
 

In a nation where most of us profess belief in God, and most of those 
identify themselves as Christian - a nation where an even greater 
percentage of our elected leaders proclaim those same two things - this is 
not a faithful response. And as we approach another Thanksgiving, it is 
particularly unfaithful, given that Thanksgiving for those of us in the 
Christian tradition isn’t about offering a sense of general thanks for what 
we have, but giving thanks specifically to God  - a God we see and hear 
through the life and teachings of a Jesus who fed the hungry without 
conditions, and cared for the poor, the homeless, and the physically and 
mentally ill. 
  

This Thanksgiving then, let’s not just be grateful to God for what we have 
been blessed with, but also call on our leaders to stop criminalizing poverty 
and homelessness, and instead advance laws and policies that will make it 
possible for those same blessings to flow to all of God’s people. 
 

 

Blessings, 
 

Mark  

WORSHIP NOTES 

 

Saturday, November 3 

Our monthly "First Saturday" Worship celebration takes 
place in the Sanctuary at 5:30pm. "First Saturday" is 
intended for those who find it difficult to be with us on 
Sunday morning, as well as those who desire a quieter, 
more meditative spiritual experience on occasion. 
 

Sunday, November 4 - Mission Trip Sunday 

The morning’s Worship celebration and Message will 
focus on themes related to this past summer’s Mission Trip 
to North Carolina. We will also share in the Sacrament of 
Communion as a community of God's people. Then, 
immediately following our Worship time, please plan to 
stay for the annual Mission Trip Thank You Lunch in 
Patton Auditorium (more on this event on p. 3.) 
 

Lastly, Daylight Savings Time ends on this day, so 
please remember to turn your clocks back one hour on 

Saturday night, November 3, when you go to bed. 
 

(continued on page 2) 
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Associate Minister’s Message 

Rev. Joy Mounts  
 

                               November 
Much have I spoken of the faded leaf; 
    Long have I listened to the wailing wind, 
And watched it ploughing through the heavy clouds, 
    For autumn charms my melancholy mind. 
When autumn comes, the poets sing a dirge: 
    The year must perish; all the flowers are dead; 
The sheaves are gathered; and the mottled quail 
    Runs in the stubble, but the lark has fled! 
Still, autumn ushers in the Christmas cheer, 
    The holly-berries and the ivy-tree: 
They weave a chaplet for the Old Year’s bier, 
    These waiting mourners do not sing for me! 
I find sweet peace in depths of autumn woods, 
    Where grow the ragged ferns and roughened moss; 
The naked, silent trees have taught me this, 
    The loss of beauty is not always loss! 

 

Elizabeth Drew Stoddard, American Poet, 1823 - 1902 

 

Autumn Dreams 

 

Autumn has a beauty all its own. The sky. The leaves 
changing color. The bare trees casting different and spooky 
shadows in the moonlight. Some find this season depressing 
as the colors fade and the world seems more monotone before 
the coming of Christmas reds and greens. But I enjoy the 
paler colors, the way the earth seems to fold into itself. The 
truth of the last line of the poem by Elizabeth Drew - the loss 
of beauty is not always a loss. - is that there is sometimes a 
greater gift when all the outward trappings are gone. 
 

Sometimes we have to see past what we think we know to get 
to the core of something, like a tree shedding its leaves that 
lays bare the truth with its knots and whirls, its birds’ nests 
and squirrels. Then you can discover things you might have 
known were there but couldn’t clearly see until the leaves 
were gone. Suddenly there they are and you wonder how you 
ever missed them to begin with.  
 

Sometimes it is like that in seeing God in our lives. Our days 
are so crowded with activities and schedules that we just 
don’t see God at work, much less have time to consider how 
God’s presence is woven through our days. Sometimes it 
takes changes of season, of life,  or the year to make us stop 
and wonder. Sometimes it is because of sorrow or celebration 
that  we stop and look back and finally see how the Great 
Artist has been painting our days.  
 

In this season of change and reflection, as the colors fade and 
the world around us seems to pull itself in seeking warmth 
and light, take the time to look back and see how God is 
present in all your moments and, appropriately for November, 
give thanks. 
 

Peace, 
 

Joy 

 

 

(continued from page 1 

Sunday, November 11 - Family Worship Sunday 

On this Veterans’ Day and Teacher Convention weekend, we will 
hold one of our periodic “Family Worship” Sundays, offering our 
children an opportunity to remain in Worship the entire time. 
Through this, they can learn more about, and participate in, our 
full worship experience, and therefore gain a better sense of what 
this vital time is all about here at FCC. 
 

Sunday, November 18 - "Thanksgiving Sunday" 

We gather together to remember and give special thanks for the 
blessings God has sent into our lives this past year, especially in 
the midst of the personal, national and world issues that have 
troubled us. As a special sign of that gratitude, we ask that you 
bring at least one non-perishable food item for distribution to 
those in need through our FCC Food Pantry.  

Advent Theme For 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our theme for Advent this year will be "Second Chances". During 
each of the four Sundays in Advent, which begins on December 
2, (excluding Festival Chorus Sunday on December 9) the morn-
ing’s Worship and Message will focus on the ways that the lead 
up and arrival of Jesus into the world provided an opportunity for 
characters in the Bible - and us - to overcome a significant obsta-
cle, or start out on a new and better path in life.  

Festival Chorus Begins! 
 

The Festival Chorus will begin rehearsals 
for our annual Christmas program on 
Thursday, November 1, at 7:30pm in Pat-
ton Auditorium. This year’s program, to be 
performed  on December 9, will present the 
Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah, 
with chorus and soloists. 

 

If you have never sung with the Festival Chorus before but like 
to sing — come and give us a try! You can contact Barbara 
Thomson with any questions at bctbct@aol.com  
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“Docs and Dialogue” 

 

Wednesday, December 12 

7:00pm in Patton Auditorium  
 

As we prepare in December to 
once again commemorate the birth of a child - 

Jesus - who would become the embodiment of God’s essence, what 
better time to watch the highly acclaimed 2018 documentary about 
the man we know as “Mister Rogers”, “Won’t You Be My 
Neighbor?”. 
 

For over thirty years, “Mister 
Rogers Neighborhood”, starring 
Fred Rogers, an unassuming 
minister, writer and producer, 
spoke directly to children about 
some of life’s most difficult issues 
in a simple, direct way. But while 
he may be best known as a soft 
spoken, cardigan-wearing television character, Rogers work was a 
sustained attempt to promote a “radical kindness” amidst  changing 
circumstances in the society and world around him. 

 

ADULT STUDIES - 
Coming in November 

and December 

 

 

 

“Pausing on the Road to Bethlehem” 

 

Tuesdays: November 27, December 4, 11 and 18 

7:30-8:30pm in Chapel Lounge 

 

It will soon be that time of year when the whirlwind 
preparations for Christmas barely leave us room to  
consider Advent, much less slow down to ponder and 
reflect during this sacred season. During this four week 
class we will allow ourselves to do just that, even if only for 
an hour. We will discuss what “God With Us”  - Emmanuel
- really looks and feels like, as well as how that impacts our 
lives both during this special time and the rest of the year. 
With scripture, prayer, art and music as our guides, come 
and help yourself find a way to move through this hectic 
season at a more mindful pace.  
 

“Monday Message Musings” Returns 

 

Mondays, December 3, 10 and 17 

7:30pm-8:30pm in Chapel Lounge 

 

Join us as we discuss the Advent Scripture passages) from 
the Worship celebration the previous morning, as well as 
the major themes of that Sunday’s Message. 
 

“Monthly Prayer and Meditation” 

 

Tuesday, December 11 

7:30pm-8:30pm in Sanctuary 

 

Member, friends and guests are invited to join together in a 
time of prayer and meditative practice on the second 
Tuesday (usually) of each month. These sessions will 
include time for participants to offer and discuss their own 
prayer concerns and intentions. 

Ongoing	Volunteer		

Opportunity	
 

 

 

 

The Saturday	Morning	 Fun	 Club	 For	 Refugee	 Families 

provides a safe place for local refugee families to learn, play 

and grow.   This program is in its third year and still grow-

ing.  Volunteers of all ages are needed.   Volunteers can sign 

up for as many or as few dates as desired. 
 

The club meets approximately 3x per month from 10:00am 

– Noon at Temple Emanu-el on East Broad St in West'ield.   

Volunteers offer adult refugees tutoring in English, math 

and life skills.  Activities for the children include homework 

help, arts & crafts, games, and more.  Volunteers also pro-

vide coffee, juice, & snacks.  Especially needed are volun-

teers who can drive the families to and from the club. 
 

Upcoming  dates are:     

Nov 03 & Nov 17        Dec 01,  Dec 08  &  Dec 15         Jan 05 
 

Interested in volunteering?  Search SignUp Genius using 

organizer Jenny Tananbaum’s email address 

(jat101897@comcast.net) or click on this link https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4aa5ac2ca20-saturday   

to sign up.    Have questions?  Feel free to contact Janet 

Boyd at 908-456-3336.  

FCC Annual Adult Retreat.  
Save the Date! 

 

The 2019 FCC Adult Retreat will take place Friday and Sat-
urday, April 26-27, in Ocean Grove, NJ at the same place as 
last year, Grove Hall Retreat Center.  
 

It is open to all adults of FCC.  Join us in getting away from 
the everyday routine for a little while to enjoy an opportuni-
ty for fellowship and the recharging of our minds, bodies 
and spirits. More details to come.  

Daylight Saving Time Ends  
Sunday, November 4. 

 

Make sure you turn your clocks 
back one hour before you go to 
bed on Saturday, November 3.  
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.November Communion Offering 

 

This month our Communion Offering will 
benefit the Bridges Outreach, Inc. 
 

Founded in 1988, Bridges reaches out to the 
homeless in New York City, Newark, Irvington, and Summit, New 
Jersey every week. Over 2,000 volunteers each year help deliver 
100,000 meals, seasonal clothing, and necessities without question 
and with genuine respect. It is Bridges’ goal that people who are 
homeless know that they are cared for and valued as individuals, 
while those who serve gain a better understanding of the realities 
of homelessness.   
 

FCC began its participation with Bridges in the fall of 1995 by 
going on Friday night “Runs”. The FCC Youth Fellowship  
continues to participate in Friday or Saturday “Runs” several times 
a year to serve the homeless in Newark or NYC.  Additionally, on 
a monthly basis, FCC prepares and provides bagged lunches and 
collects clothing, toiletries, and other essentials for Bridges to 
distribute.  
 

Your financial support is essential to sustain the monthly efforts of 
our FCC volunteers and Youth Fellowship to provide these 
lunches and items for distribution to those in need. 
 

For more information you may visit the Bridges Outreach at  
www.bridgesoutreach.org.  

WaySharers will meet on Friday, November 2 for yoga.  
 

On Friday, November 9 , we will enjoy a Trivia night. 
 

On Friday, December 7 at 6pm we will enjoy our Annual 
Christmas Dinner-Dance in Patton Auditorium.  

 

For more information about WaySharers, call Cynthia 
Mathis (908) 233-0180. 

Moving Meditation   
Monday Evening Classes  
 

November 5, 12, 19, 26 -  6:30-7:15pm 

 

Simple gentle stress reduction based on 
ancient Asian Qigong wellness systems.  
 

Questions? Call Laura Berzofsky  
908-232-6516.   
 

Donations welcome- raising funds  
for Roots and Wings  

 

Classes In Patton Auditorium.  

A Message to the FCC Community, 
 

We at FCC strive to be a safe, comfortable and welcoming 
community.  To support that vision, we have begun a new initi-
ative focusing on the safety and security of our members.  We 
will be examining our current procedures and facilities to en-
sure we are in line with current standards, and making improve-
ments wherever necessary. 
 

The first step in this initiative will be the administration of 
background checks for all volunteers who work with the chil-
dren and youth of our church.  This includes, but is not limited 
to, teachers and church school volunteers (over 21 years old), 
board members, youth fellowship chaperones, and adult Mis-
sion Trip volunteers.   
 

Chances are, if you have volunteered for a youth organization, 
such as scouts or sports, you have probably undergone a back-
ground check before. 
 

We will be using a company called Praesidium, which is the 
insurance provider for the United Church of Christ, to run the 
checks. All information will be kept strictly confidential, and 
the church will absorb the costs for the checks.  
 

Thank you in advance for your help, as we work together to 
make our community a safer home for us all. 
 

Sincerely, 
Bridget Andersen, Associate Moderator 
Robert John, Moderator 
Bob Many, Chair, Board of Trustees 

Boyea Advent Open HouseBoyea Advent Open HouseBoyea Advent Open HouseBoyea Advent Open House    
Save the date!  

 

The Boyeas' annual Advent Open House 
will be held on Saturday, December 8 from 
2-9 pm. The address is 838 Sims Avenue, 
Scotch Plains. All FCC members, families 
and friends are welcome, and no RSVP is 
necessary.  
 

       Hope to see you there.  

Readers and Riders  
Washington’s Headquarters Museum 

The sesquicentennial is coming, and Readers and Riders are 
starting preparations now.  Join us on Thursday, November 1st 
as we journey to Washington's Headquarters Museum and the 
Ford Mansion in Morristown, where the continental army 
sought shelter during two bitter winters. It will be 'balmy' by 
comparison for our trip. New Jersey played a key role in the 
struggle for independence yet is often overshadowed by other 
states' publicity. The museum features exhibits on 18th century 
domestic life, military history and ranger-led tours of the man-
sion. Afterward, we will lunch at the Silk Road in Warren. We 
are meeting at Ann Harris’s home, 220 Linden Avenue, at 9:30 
am.  Please call Bev Heinrich by Tuesday, October 30th to sign 
up for another fun day. 
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Youth Fellowship Update 

 

The Youth Fellowship had an interesting October, with two 
regular meetings with games, beginning to plan the 2019 
Mission Trip, painting 8 Addamsfest Windows at Hershey’s 
Deli, a Bridges Run to NYC and a Halloween Party. We also 
helped with the basket auction during October Surprise as 
well as contributed a themed basket or two. Thanks to YF 
Leaders Joey Elkin and Grace Endy for running one of the 
games nights. Thanks to the wonderful YF crew who came 
out to help paint the windows at Hershey’s. They look great! 
Thanks to the small but mighty crew that helped with and 
went on the Bridges run to NYC.  
 

In November, we will kick off the month by hosting the 
Mission Trip Thank You Lunch on Sunday, November 4. 
(More on that on page 7) After that we are hoping to go see 
Canstruction in NYC, as well as visit Yestercades here in 
Westfield. We will also choose the location for the 2019 
Summer Mission Trip and begin fundraising. If you have 
ideas for YF events or outreach programs, please see Rev. 
Mounts.  
  

November 

4          Mission Trip Thank You Lunch 

            No Meeting 

10       Canstruction - NYC 

11        YF Meeting - 5pm  

18        YF Meeting. - 5pm  

25        Thanksgiving Weekend  – no meeting 

 

 

 

 

We've welcomed Autumn with open arms at Compass! Our 
classrooms are filled with apples and leaves of every color and 
lots of pumpkins. We use these tools to incorporate math, science, 
writing, and more throughout our curriculum.....through PLAY. 
The students identify and sort colors, count apples and 
pumpkins, make applesauce and little apple pies, feel the insides 
of pumpkins, extract and bake pumpkin seeds, and more. 
Learning is so much fun when you're baking, squishing, and 
voting for your favorite tasting apples. 
 

Our friends from Sunrise Assisted Living in Westfield had their 
first visit of the school year and spent time in our 3's, Junior 
Kindergarten, and Kindergarten classrooms. They read and 
listened to stories, performed a puppet show, painted with the 
students, and played board games. Although the generations are 
very far apart, appreciation of the human connection, happiness, 
and laughter is very much the same. These times with our Sunrise 
friends are priceless. 
 

The gardens in front of the McCorison building are lovingly 
maintained by Kim Zagorski, Compass teacher and gardener. This 
year, we instituted a FARM TO TABLE concept in our Compass 
Cooks Enrichment class. The children picked several eggplants, 
tomatoes, and some basil from the garden and made eggplant 
parmesan and pasta with pesto sauce. Plans are to add cucumbers 
and squash for the next growing season. 
 

Several Compass leaders shared lunch with Mark, Joy, Scott 
Laird, and Jim Palme to discuss the year ahead and ways we can 
work together for the greater good of the community and to help 
those in need. We're looking forward to partnering with FCC for 
coat, food, and water drives, Scholastic's Pajama Drive, and ways 
to bring our two communities together.  
 

The Compass Parents4Parents Group sponsored their first 
workshop of the school year, entitled “Strategies To Help 
Children Develop Necessary Skills For Success In School 
Through PLAY”. Proceeds from the workshop will be used to 
purchase materials teachers can use to incorporate strategies 
learned at the workshop. The benefit of using Patton Auditorium 
for the workshop was twofold; the room was a spacious, 
comfortable setting for the 45+ attendees and it also offered the 
opportunity to tell the story of the Patton renovation and the fact 
that it is available for rent. Brochures with rental details were 
available at the workshop (and we noticed several attendees 
taking brochures upon leaving)! 
  

The holidays are upon us and the children are busy practicing for 
the Halloween Sing-A-Long, and will hold Thanksgiving and 
Christmas/Hanukah celebrations in the months ahead. 
 

Sue DeWeever 
Director 

Left A Charles Addams themed window created by FCC YF 
outside Hershey's Delicatessen 
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Board Of Outreach 

Alternative Gift Market 
November 18 & December 2, 2018 

 

Looking for creative and meaningful gift ideas this holiday 
season? The 17th Annual Alternative Gift Market offers the 
opportunity to make a donation to a worthy cause in 
someone’s name instead of purchasing a store-bought present. 
More than ever, people near and far are in need; gifts to these 
charities will improve many lives. 
 

The Gift Market will be held in Patton Auditorium 
immediately after the worship celebrations on November 18th 
& December 2nd. Each donation will be accompanied by a 
gift card for you to personalize along with details about the 
charitable organization. The seven charities include: 
 

Bridges Outreach: A Union County-based organization 
assisting people who are homeless or in transitional 
housing.  FCC continues to provide bagged lunches once a 
month and other essentials to Bridges for distribution, but 
funding is needed to pay for transportation costs. 
 

Doctors Without Borders: A Nobel Peace Prize winner, it is 
an international medical humanitarian organization delivering 
emergency aid to people affected by armed conflict, 
epidemics, natural and man-made disasters and exclusion 
from health care, in over 70 countries.  Donations fund the 
medical professionals and other volunteers in thousands of aid 
missions each year. 
 

Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless: A Union 
County-based organization assisting individuals and families 
who are homeless or near homeless, gain shelter, rental 
assistance, rent subsidies, transitional housing and permanent 
housing.  Donations fund the staff and volunteers that provide 
case management, crisis intervention, an after-school program 
for children, and housing/life skills related education. 
 

FCC's Food Closet: Located at here at FCC, the Food Closet 
provides food and supplies to the needy in our 
community.  On average 5-6 individuals/families “walk-in” 
each week, many in dire circumstances relating to difficult 
medical or housing situations. Donations help fund the supply 
of food, toiletries and/or grocery gift cards. 
 

Heifer International: An international organization 
providing animals such as chicks, ducks, goats and sheep to 
needy families. Donations will fund the purchase of animals 
that provide both food for the recipient families as well as a 
source of family income to raise their standard of living.  
  

Caring Contact: Located in Westfield, Caring Contact is a 
caring and crisis hotline serving callers in need throughout 
New Jersey.  The organization is devoted to promoting 
emotional wellbeing by providing opportunities for people to 
express themselves to compassionate listeners in a safe 
environment. 
 

Roots and Wings:  Roots and Wings provides those who age 
out of the foster care system with safe housing, educational 
support, counseling, and life skills in order to empower them 
toward self-sufficiency.  Your donation will help support 
several homes in Union County for deserving young adults 
transitioning to independence.  

Other Gift Giving Opportunities 

 

In addition to the Alternative Gift Market, the Board of Outreach 
Ministries is also sponsoring three additional gift giving 
opportunities this holiday season: 
 

Gift Tree For Children & Adults – Continuing our tradition of 
support for the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless, this 
Christmas season we will again collect gifts for children and 
adults.  Look for a small Christmas tree set up in Patton 
Auditorium from late November through the mid December.  On 
the tree will be ornaments with a gift suggestion written on the 
back.  We invite you to select an ornament, purchase the 
suggested gift and return the gift unwrapped no later than 
December 16. 
 

Gift Card Collection - Homeless Teens & Young Adults 
Deserve a Present Too – Many of the Elizabeth Coalition for the 
Homeless families have children between the ages of 14 and 24, 
an age when cozy pajamas and teddy bears don’t make great 
presents anymore.  Gift cards are the perfect solution for these 
young people.  The next time you are shopping, please consider 
purchasing $10-$25 gift cards.  Cards from Target, Walmart, 
CVS, Walgreens, ShopRite, or Visa/MC are best.  These cards 
will be collected at the Christmas tree table in Patton during 
Coffee Hour through December 16. 
 

FCC Food Pantry Reverse Advent Calendar – Bags with 
instructions & suggestions will be located near the Gift Tree.  
Pick up an empty shopping bag to take home, and each day  we 
ask that you place one food, toiletry or cleaning item in the bag.  
Return the bag to FCC by Dec 16 with the items collected and 
they will be used to stock the FCC Food Pantry during the winter 
months! 
 

The Board of Outreach hopes you will take advantage of one or 
more of these opportunities to support those most in need in our 
local area during this holiday season.  Thank you in advance for 
your generosity. 

SERRV Catalog Sale 

 

Once again, the Board of Out-
reach is happy to offer a catalogue 
sale from Serrv. Serrv is a non-

profit organization that creates 
long term connections with marginalized artisans and farmers in 
25 countries. Together they build hand-made product collections 
that are a catalyst for positive change worldwide. Through fair 
trade purchases, artisans and farmers are able to lift themselves 
and their families out of poverty and communities are trans-
formed.  Find out more about their 69-year history of supporting 
fair trade at Serrv.org/about us. 
 

We will have a table and catalogues available at Coffee Hour on 
10/28 and 11/11. If you want to take a look at the items they have 
for sale, but can't make it to church on those dates, check the 
Serrv website. www.serrv.org, then email your order to Lori Bier-
man at acmers@gmail.com.  
 

A great way to pay it forward, the profits from the Serrv sale help 
the Youth Mission Trip and the FCC Food Pantry through the 
purchase of Shop Rite Gift Cards. Please consider Serrv items for 
your Christmas needs or try their fabulous Devine chocolates for a 
sweet indulgence. 
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Canstruction 2018 

Once again it is time for the Canstruction exhibit at the World 
Financial Center. This exhibit , which highlights the fight against 
hunger, is made up entirely of sculptures created from bottles and cans 
that are then broken down and sent to area food pantries and soup 
kitchen. The exhibits only last for a few weeks. The entry price is one 
can of food. We usually go in to the see the exhibit the Saturday before 
it closes. This year it would be Saturday, November 10. We usually 
have lunch afterwards at PJ Clarkes on the Hudson. If you are 
interested in going, please let Rev Mounts know by Friday, October 
26. Thank you. 

STEWARDSHIP DRIVE 2018 

 

4 All We Do:  
Faith, Family, Fellowship and Foundations  

 

If you have been around FCC for any length of time, it 
would be perfectly understandable to look at the above 
theme and consider “All” to be the key word in it. After 
“All,” we are an extremely active spiritual community in 
terms of the breadth and depth of our worship, service, 
educational and social opportunities and offerings. 
However, as significant as the word “All” is to that theme 
statement, let me suggest that it is far less so than the word 
“We.”  
 

Having studied, taught and written about effective teams 
and organizations for many years, one of the things that 
stands out for me is the degree to which they think and 
speak in the language of “we” and “us” far more than the 
language of “I” or “me.” They maintain cultures where 
those involved accept and appreciate that no one is an 
island; that the good which is achieved is always due to 
more than one, and usually, many people, contributing the 
best of whatever gifts, talents and resources that they have.  
 

That, to me, is who and what FCC is. We are a “We” 
place. “We” are a spiritual community that is able to grow 
and serve God’s people in so many ways because ”We” 
are a place where everyone – and everyone’s contribution -
- matters. And matters greatly. 
 

-- Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea, Senior Minister  
 

Pledging is Easy  
 

On Consecration Sunday, we gather as a community to 
formally declare our support for FCC. However, pledging 
is encouraged throughout the Stewardship drive. There are 
three easy ways to make a pledge:  
 

Go online to fccofwestfield.org/pledges- page to make a 
secure pledge  
 

Bring your pledge card to FCC on any of the weeks up 
through Consecration Sunday. 
 

Mail your pledge card to First Congregational Church 125 
Elmer St., Westfield, NJ 07090  

BOARD MEMBER NEEDED  
for ELIZABETH COALITION 

 

The Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless is 
seeking a member of FCC to serve as a Board 
Member. FCC has been a vital partner of the Coa-
lition for several years,  including some of its 
members serving on the Coalition’s Board.  

 

                        If you are interested, please contact  Cindy Boyea at  
                  cmsb13@aol.com , or 201-247-1113. 

Board of Outreach - Disaster Relief Contributions 

 

As we are all concerned and would like to give support to those affect-
ed by recent natural disasters, the Board of Outreach Ministries would 
like to suggest the following opportunities for donating 

 

The United Church of Christ has a disaster relief page where one can 
make a direct donation.  Their site states that 100% of the money re-
ceived goes directly toward disaster relief.  They have options for sup-
porting US relief or international support.   Go to UCC.org choose 
Donate to Disaster relief,  the choices available are Emergency USA 
Fund or International Emergency Fund. 
 

The American Red Cross is also another good organization to send 
donations.  They provide, food emergency supplies, medical care and 
more.  To donate please check out:  www.redcross.org.  

FCC WINE TASTING 

A big Thank You to all who supported and attended the 
Wine Tasting on Saturday, October 13th. We raised about 
$1000. There were 50 attendees and 30 bottles of wine 
donated by members of FCC for the Wine Pull. Erick and 
Alicia Garcia owners of Nos Vino, 127 Central, Ave., 
Westfield, provided the wine and donated their time and 
expert. Delicious nibbles were served to go with the 6 
wines tasted. Thanks also to Joe Regan who played for us 
between wines.  Special thanks to the committee that 
worked so hard to make the event a success. Thanks to 
Ellen Hollis, Lori Bierman, Don Young, and Alida and 
Bill Woods for all the planning, buying and food prepping. 
Additional thanks to Jill Adams, Chris Spears and Carol 
White for their help the day of the event and to all who 
helped clean up at the end.  See photos on page 10 & 11. 

Mission Trip Lunch 

You Are Invited! 
 

The 2018 Summer Mission Trip partic-
ipants invite everyone to the Annual 
Mission Trip Thank You Lunch on Sunday, November 4 at 11:30am 
in Patton Auditorium. There is no cost to you because this is done 
with our thanks for the congregations continued generosity  
  

Please come so that we can thank you in person for all of your pray-
ers, concerns and financial support as well as tell you all about our 
many adventures at the John’s River Valley Camp and in Boone 
North Carolina. We are planning to recreate the meal we enjoyed at 
the Dani’l Boone Inn – fried chicken, mashed potatoes, veggies, bis-
cuits, desserts and more! 
  

For planning purposes, please sign-up during Coffee Hour of through 
the Church Office by Friday November 2  Thank you. Hope to see 
you there.  
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Church School News 
 

November 11 – Family Worship Service 

In keeping with our commitment to both the faith development of 
our kids and our commitment to being as inclusive and 
intergenerational with as much of what we do as possible, we will 
hold one of our periodic Family Worship Sundays on November 
11. We welcome children in Grades 1 and older to remain in 
worship. The Crib Room is provided for infants through 5 years 
old. Activities and Fun! 
 

You may have noticed the clip boards in church during the Family 
Worship Services. These fun and educational activity bags are 
provided to the youth when they arrive at church. The activity 
sheets and bags are a gift to the children, but we ask that the 
clipboards be left in the pews. 
 

November 25 - Thanksgiving Weekend 

A One-Room Schoolhouse will be offered for children three-years
-old through Grade 5. Crib Room will be provided for infants 
through two-years-old. 
 

Church School Teachers' Bible Study 

The next session of Teachers Prep/Bible Study for the Church 
School Teachers will be offered on Thursday, November 29, at 
7pm in the Wightman Lounge. We will look at the scripture 
lessons for the month of December. 
 

Please let Alida Woods know whether or not you will be able to 

attend. 
 

November 4 – Communion Sunday  
On November 4, children, 3 years through Grade 9, will again join 
their families in the Sanctuary to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Communion together. After the morning’s Message, the children 
will be escorted by their teachers into the Sanctuary during the 
hymn to rejoin their families for the start of Communion. 
 

Church School Wish List Update 

Thank you to all who generously donated to our Church School 
Wish List Drive. Your donations to our Church School are 
incredibly helpful and sincerely appreciated. 
 

A special thank you goes to Compass Schoolhouse for their very 
generous donation of several essentially needed items and to 
Brooke and Beth Gardiner for their generous monetary donation 
which will be used to offset our beginning of the school year 
expenses. 
 

Your donations make it possible for us to continue to offer quality 
programming for our youth. 
 

With Gratitude, 
Alida Woods 

(continued from left) 
 

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities Available With 
Our Church School 
Our redesigned Church School program is going well and our 
new story-based sequential curriculum that runs from Genesis 
to the New Testament has been well received. The children 
really seem to enjoy our weekly readers. Mark, Joy and some 
of our teachers, as well as several members of the 
Congregation, have volunteered to read the Bible passages 
each week. 
  

We continue to look for members of the Congregation to 

volunteer to read the Bible passage each week. Depending 

upon the length of the passage, it will take about 10 

minutes at most and you will be back in the sanctuary in 

time for the end of the Pastoral Prayer, at the latest.  

Please let Alida Woods know if you are interested. 

Volunteer Church School Readers 
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Readers and Riders Visit Visual Arts Center 
 

In October, Readers and Riders visited one of New Jersey's best-
kept secrets: The Visual Arts Center of New Jersey, right here in 
Summit.   
 

Black and Blue Exhibit 
The main exhibit featured works by local, contemporary artist, 
Kevin Blythe Sampson. It was called "Black and Blue", to reflect 
his background as both an African-American and a former police 
officer.  He started making art as a means of healing after several 
family deaths. 
 

This elaborate mural was created the week before our visit and 
will be painted over for the next exhibit!  It offers commentary on 
issues of race, violence and injustice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evanescent mural 
 

In addition to being a painter and graffiti muralist, Sampson also 
creates sculptures from "found objects" such as cabinet knobs, 
wood chips, screws, sticks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The USS [Sarah] Palin made from found objects 
 
Kevin Sampson worked for twenty years at the Scotch Plains 
Police Department where he received training as a composite 
sketch artist at the Union County Police Academy. 

(continued on right) 

(continued from left) 
 

Looking at "Looking at Art" 

As part of its community engagement program, The Visual 
Arts Center allows member artists to exhibit their work on a 
rotating basis. The Community Gallery featured prints by 
Linda Jacobs, who captures the physical experience of looking 
at art -- be it by the engaged spectator, the artist, the curator, 
passer-by -- and how it provokes a reaction informed by their 
own experience of curiosity, prejudice, vanity. 
 

 

Looking at “Looking at Art”  
 

The Visual Arts Center is a combination museum, exhibition 
center, and education venue, offering training and workshops 
in such skills as printmaking, sculpture, pottery making, stone 
and wood carving. 
 

 

Winberie's 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A delicious lunch was had at Winberie's, in a building that was 
originally designed in 1893 for the Women's Christian 
Temperance Union (WCTU).  Upstairs was an 800-seat 
theater that featured vaudeville shows. 
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Youth Fellowship   
Sandwich  

Making and Bridges Run 
to NYC October -18/19 

FCC Wine Tasting Fundraiser 

Youth Fellowship Games Night - October 14  
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FCC Wine Tasting Fundraiser 
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Next Deadline:  November 17 

Our Church is run by all of us,  
so we invite you to join a Board which speaks to you. 

 

 

 

JOIN IN AND HELP GROW OUR COMMUNITY. 
 

Volunteer opportunities on various Church Boards typically begin 
at the start of each year. The Nominating Committee coordinates 
members’ interests with Board openings throughout the year.  
 

Please contact Karen Fountain karenafountain@yahoo.com  or 
Cynthia Evans cevans@grdodge.org  if you are interested in 
learning more about board service. 
 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNTIES AVAILABLE! 
 

 

Plan Church Activities  
with the Board of Christian Education 

 

Help the Board of Christian Invitation  
with Marketing and Communications 

 

Join the Board of Deacons  
and Coordinate Church Services 

 

Reach Beyond Our Church Community  
with the Board of Outreach 

 

Work with the Board of Stewardship  
to Raise Funds to Support the Church 

 

Scout for Church Talent  
with the Board of Nominating 

 

Assist with Church Governance and Management  
by becoming a Trustee 


