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Hi... 
 

“nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore” 

                                                                                                      Micah 4:3 

 

Several studies over the past few years have indicated that, when it comes 
to education - particularly in math and science - the United States has 
fallen behind several other nations in terms of student learning. 
 

If only we could fall in the “learning war” rankings. 
 

As we are being reminded by Ken Burns’ latest documentary, while most 
accounts have the Vietnam War lasting about 10 years, in truth the 
hostilities lasted much longer. In fact, according to Department of Defense 
records, the “official” start of our military involvement  was in 1955, 
making it closer to 20 years that we were at war there. 
 

It is an important reminder, because the same accounting differences can 
be applied to our current military involvement in the Middle East. While 
the Iraq War is generally dated from early 2003 through the end of 2011 - 
a little less than 9 years - our military involvement there has been 
unceasing since the Gulf War of 1990. That’s 27 years. Now add in the 
War in Afghanistan, which has been ongoing since 2001, the Korean War 
of the early 1950’s (a war which has actually never officially ended), 
World War II, and our military actions in Kosovo and Panama in the late 
1980’s/early 1990’s, and it adds up to a nation that has essentially been at 
war for almost all of the past 77 years.  
 

We may have fallen behind in math and science, but we are honors 
students at learning war. Not learning from war necessarily - learning as 
an agent of change - but certainly learning as in the development of habit. 

War is now an ingrained habit for us, something we both claim to lament, 
but also seem to accept as a given. And yes, there are forces in the world 
that wish to do us harm that we must be able to defend ourselves against. 
But at the same time, the great irony is that the more powerful we became 
as a nation, the more we went to war. All the talk about the need for 
constantly increasing military might, talk that is the one constant when it 
comes to bipartisanship in Washington, seems to have only encouraged us 
to “learn war” more. 
 

(continued on page 2) 

WORSHIP NOTES 

 

Sunday, October 1 

Join us as we celebrate the Sacrament of Communion on 
this first Sunday of the month. Our children will return 
from Church School immediately after the morning’s 
Message so that we can truly share in the sacrament as both 
individual households and one single spiritual family.  
 

Saturday, October 7 - “First Saturday” 

Our monthly "First Saturday" Worship celebration takes 
place in the Sanctuary at 5:30pm. "First Saturday" is 
intended for those who find it difficult to be with us 
regularly on Sunday morning due to work or other 
obligations, and those who desire a quieter, more 
contemplative worship experience on occasion. 
 

Sunday, October 8 - Stewardship Reflection Begins 

We begin our annual four week Message Series exploring 
this year's Stewardship theme: "4 All We Do”, based upon 
the “4 Pillars” of FCC: Worship, Education, Service and 
Community. On this Sunday, the theme will be “Worship”. 
To help us do that, Rich McNanna will bless us with a 
"Stewardship Reflection". There will also be a One Room 
Church School on this day. 
 

Sunday, October 15 

We continue our Stewardship Series theme, “4 All We 
Do”, with a focus on “Education”. 
 

Sunday, October 22 

The morning will emphasize the third of the “4 Pillars” 
related to our Stewardship theme, “4 All We Do” - 
“Service”. Bob John will offer the day’s Stewardship 
Reflection 

(continued on page 2) 
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Associate Minister’s Message 

Rev. Joy Mounts, Associate Pastor 

 

Transitioning Back 

 

First and foremost, let me say thank you again for the gift of my 
summer sabbatical. It truly was a time of rest, renewal and 
refilling my well of the spirit. I am continuing to “unpack” – as 
we used to say in seminary - all my learnings and thoughts from 
my time away. I will have more on that in future 
Congregationalists, Word for Children, etc. During my 
sabbatical, I went to a poetry conference in New Hampshire, on 
a spiritual (and silent) retreat in Connecticut, to a few family 
reunions and on a Great Lakes cruise. I reconnected with old 
friends and made some new ones. I even got to cross off 
something on my bucket list – going to The Grand Hotel on 
Mackinac Island, Michigan!  
 

Being on sabbatical gave me much needed time to wander, to 
wonder and to work on my poetry, artwork, writing, thinking, 
praying and more. Even coming back for the Mission Trip and 
spending a fruitful week in Denver added to this.  
 

So now I am transitioning back in and trying to hold on to the 
lessons learned from my time away. It is not easy. I had to take 
a nap the first Sunday I was back! But I plan to hold myself 
accountable to the lessons learned. That may be the most lasting 
gift of all. By giving me this time of reflection and renewal, you 
have not only helped me to refresh my spirit but also to shape 
my ministry.  
 

We all need to find ways to give ourselves this gift of time. We 
all need help from time to time to refine our focus and see, see 
who we are, what matters the most and where we want to put 
our energies. We don’t always have the luxury of taking a 
month or two off, but we can start by finding ways to carve out 
time. Maybe it is morning prayer or mediation, reading that 
book we have always meant to, or walking, calling a friend, or 
any of the countless ways we refresh our souls. Prayer is always 
a great place to start. I know it is where I started back in June – 
praying that God would bless my sabbatical and would bless the 
wonderful FCC community who gave it to me. 
 

I will be sharing more stories in the months to come. But for 
now, just know that your gift was appreciated. More than I can 
say. 
 

Peace, 
 

Joy 

October Surprise!! 
Saturday, October 28th, 2017 

7pm (doors open 6:30pm) 
In the Newly Renovated Patton 
Auditorium! 
 

Cabaret Show--Surprise Basket Auction--

Desserts & Coffee 

 

Please Invite Friends and Family!! 
 

We have some Great Surprises!! 
 

The sign up for Baskets and Desserts will be in Chapel Lounge 
next to the Church Office. 

(continued from page 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

 

Sunday, October 29 - Consecration Sunday 

We gather to celebrate God's presence in our lives by presenting 
our annual faith promises as a community during the morning's 
Worship time. The focus of the morning will be on the fourth 
“pillar” of FCC - “Community”. Lyn Kelman will offer our final 
Stewardship Reflection. Then, please plan to stay for a special 
Coffee Hour immediately after Worship, during which we will 
formally consecrate our newly renovated Patton Auditorium. 

Senior Minister’s Message 

(continued from page 1) 

Now we are entertaining a second war in Korea. Perhaps it is 
time to learn something new. Time to acquire a new habit. Time 
to do what the God and Jesus of the Bible and our Christian 
tradition ask us to learn instead - that power should be the means 
for not learning war anymore. Our nation’s power should be the 
means through which we become able to fall behind in our 
inclination to engage in war and instead go to the head of the 
class when it comes to engaging in diplomacy and alleviating the 
economic and social conditions which far more often than not 
are what give rise to war. 
 

Blessings, 
Mark 

Patton Auditorium Renovation 

 

The work on Compass Schoolhouse has been 
completed.  The new Crib Room and the dividing 
wall in McCorison Hall were all finished in time for 
the new school year. 
 

The work on Patton Auditorium is continuing. It is anticipated 
that the work will be completed by mid-October or so. We are 
looking forward to showing everyone the new space. 

Mission Trip Thank You 
Lunch – Save the Date! 
 

The Mission Trip participants 
would like to invite the 
congregation to the Annual 

Mission Trip Thank You Lunch to be held on Sunday, October 
22 at 11:30am. More details will be in the Sunday Morning 
Announcements and through email. Please come so that we can 
thank you in person for all of your prayers and support as well 
as tell you all about our many adventures in Denver serving 
with DOOR! Sign-ups will begin Sunday, October 8. 
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Readers and Riders 
 

Back to the Future - or perhaps back 
to the Past as a drover.  Join Readers 
and Riders on Thursday, October 5th 
as we explore the Merchants and 
Drovers Tavern Museum in Rah-
way.  Mystery abounds about the 
murder of the unknown woman in 
1887 whose presence  can still occasionally be felt.  After our 
11 am guided tour, we will head to Scotch Plains for lunch at 
The Stage House Inn and Tavern - another Colonial building 
but with modern food and drink.  We will carpool at 10:15 am., 
departing from Ann Harris' home - 220 Linden Avenue, West-
field.  Please call Bev Heinrich at (908) 233-8656 by Tuesday, 
October 3rd for further information and to sign up for this out-
ing. 

Waysharers will meet on Friday, October 6 for yoga.  
 

On Friday, October 27 we will enjoy Halloween Bingo.   
 

For more information about WaySharers, call Cynthia Mathis 
(908) 233-0180. 

Moving Meditation 

 

Monday Evening Classes 

October 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30:  6:30-7:15 PM 

 

Simple gentle stress reduction based on ancient 
Asian Qigong wellness systems.  
 

Questions? Call Laura Berzofsky 908-232-0169.   
 

Donations welcome- raising funds for WaySharers.  
Classes In Patton? Coe?- Look for signs at church doors. 

A number of FCC people, past and present, traveled to the Berkshires to attend Rev. Dr. John's Wightman’s Memorial Service. 
Besides Westfield, Cape Cod, Green Valley and Jackson, NH were represented. Dr. Wightman served FCC faithfully and well 
as its Senior Minister throughout the 1990’s.  

“Lemonade on the Lawn” 
 

As the Patton Auditorium renovation will not 
be completed until sometime in October, we 
will need to continue to enjoy our front lawn 
Coffee Hours for a few more weeks. Please 
consider volunteering to serve Lemonade on 

the Lawn on a Sunday after Worship. A gallon or two of lemon-
ade and/or iced tea and some treats is all you need to bring and 
would be greatly appreciated by the Congregation. For infor-
mation, contact: 
 

Nicole Chartrain (nicolechartrain1@gmail.com) or  
Karen Federico (kidfederico@gmail.com)  

COMPASS SCHOOLHOUSE 

It's back to school time at Compass! Our littlest students 
(Cuddlers & Toddlers) absolutely love their new classroom 
(FCC's crib room) and the staff appreciates the ease of exiting 
the room when they take the children to the playground or for 
walks in the strollers. 
 

Once again, we greatly appreciate all of FCC's support during 
the construction, especially that of Keith Westerhold who kept 
us in the loop during each phase of the project. 
 

We look forward to continuing to work together with FCC to 
create a positive and welcoming school and church community 
that serves Westfield and its surrounding neighbors. 
 

Sue DeWeever 
Director 

Please Volunteer to Help 

 

The Deacons are always looking for assistance 
from the members of the church. Would you like to 
host a Coffee Hour? Drive a member to/from a 
needed appointment? Read the Scripture at 
Worship? Decorate the church at holidays? If so, 
please contact Senior Deacon Merry Wisler at 
merry.wisler@gmail.com and we will include you! 
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Summer Mission Trip Update 

 

On Sunday, July 9, a group of twenty-eight 
FCC youth and adults headed off for a week 
to serve with DOOR in Denver, Colorado. 

DOOR (Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and 
Reflection) is a service/outreach branch of the Mennonite 
Church. We stayed at the First Mennonite Church of Denver 
which is located near the downtown area. Split into five teams, 
we served a number of locations all around the Denver area,  
such as Father Woody’s - a day shelter and soup kitchen; the 
Bus Stop Ministries Network Café – a place for the homeless to 
connect with resources and relax; the Food Bank of the Rockies, 
where we put together pallets for outreach programs all over the 
state and boxed food for the elderly; and the King Adult 
Daycare Enrichment Program for adults with MS and/or brain 
trauma, where we worked with the guests going to classes and 
helping to do artwork, play games, cook and more. We also had 
a day of education led by the DOOR staff were we learned 
about the gentrification that is happening in many of the poorer 
Denver neighborhoods, forcing out many of the residents.  
 

In our free time, we went to the Hard Rock Café where John 
Krotchko, Sue Larmore’s and Ruth Indelicato’s brother, and a 
Denver resident, joined us. After the program ended on Friday, 
we headed up into the mountains to see the Red Rocks, Buffalo 
Wild Bill Cody’s grave, the town of Golden and other sites. 
Despite the rain we had a terrific afternoon topped off by a 
wonderful dinner where we also got to see Rev. and Mrs. 
Krotchko, John and some of the Larmore and Indelicato 
cousins! 
 

On Saturday before our flight home, we toured the Bronco’s 
Mile High Stadium. It was a great trip enhanced by the people 
we met, served and worked with. We will have many stories to 
tell when we have the Mission Trip Thank You Lunch on 
Sunday, October 22 at 11:30am. Hope to see you there so that 
we can thank you in person!  

Youth Fellowship Update 

 

The new 2017-2018 semester got off to a great start with our 
Bridges Run to Newark on Saturday, September 16. Thanks to all 
the YF and parents who gathered on Friday, September 15 to make 
sandwiches and put together 300 bag lunches. A group of seven YF 
and seven adults went on the Run to Edison Place and Harmony 
House family shelter. All together we served over 160 people.  
 

Then on Sunday, September 17 we had a great kick-off meeting in 
Coe Hall, enjoying pizza and desserts while going over the schedule 
for the YF 2017-2018 year. An email was sent to all of the YF 
Leaders for them to sign up to organize and lead a future meeting. 
Parents were also be asked to sign up to help chaperone and to 
bring a snack. We ended September with a regular meeting on 
September 24, where we played three new games, read a letter from 
Arnel and talked about our CWS Bucket collection.   
 

In October, besides our regular meetings, we have a Bridges Run, 
the Mission Trip Thank You lunch and help with October Surprise. 
Information on our Church World Service Hurricane Bucket 
collection will be in the announcements and sent by email. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please let Rev. Mounts know. 
Thanks! 
 

October 
 1  5:00pm Meeting 

 8  No meeting 

15  1:00pm Walk in Morristown for the Foodbank 

  5:00pm Meeting to put together CWS Buckets and Kits 

19  Bridges Sandwich Making 

20  Bridges Run – NYC 

22  Mission Trip ThankYou Lunch 

28  7:00pm October Surprise – YF helps with 

29  No meeting 

Summer Mission Trip- Denver, Colorado Crew 2017-2018 Youth Fellowship Group 
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  Adult Studies Returns  
  in October! 
 

Another year of numerous and diverse 
learning experiences for adults begins the 

week of October 3. We will once again present a wide range of 
opportunities for spiritual growth to meet as many different interests 
and learning styles as possible. This year will provide a mix of four 
or five-week "units", on-going series, and "one time" day or evening 
events such as forums, "field trips" of various types, guest speakers, 
etc. Look for the first of those later this fall. 
 

We will begin the year with two returning offerings: 
 

"Faith and the Front Page" Returns! 
 

Mondays: October 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 

7:30-8:30pm in Chapel Lounge 

 

Health Care. Climate Change. Charlottesville. North Korea. 
 

Once again, the summer generated a number of significant news 
events that have considerable spiritual and faith dimensions 
associated with them. 
 

Join us for lively, thoughtful, and important study and conversation 
on any or all of these five Monday evenings as we explore these 
issues and more. 
 

 

"Monthly Tuesday Night Prayer and Meditation" 

 

Tuesday: October 10  
7:30-8:30pm in Sanctuary 

 

Based on feedback from many members of our community, instead 
of holding two nights of Prayer and Meditation during four or five 
months of the year, we will attempt this year to do this once each 
month, usually on the second Tuesday. 
 

Members, friends and guests will have an opportunity to come 
together to learn about and share in a variety of prayer and 
meditative practices. These sessions will also include time for 
participants to offer their own prayer concerns. 

Stewardship Reflection Theme -  
"4 All We Do" 

 

By now you have probably seen the bright and attractive 
banners hanging outside the entrance to the church. Those 
banners, hung on the four pillars supporting our Church’s 
physical structure, represent the corresponding “four pillars” 
which our spiritual structure is built on: Worship, Education, 
Service and Community. All we do is an outgrowth of our 
efforts in those four areas. 
 

Therefore, this year's Stewardship Reflection time, which 
begins Sunday, October 8 and runs through Consecration 
Sunday on October 29, carries the theme “4 All We Do”. On 
each of those four Sundays, we will emphasize one of those 
pillars during Worship, as a way of reminding ourselves both 
how much FCC really does, both for its members and for 
God’s people near and far, as well as the need for all of us to 
do our best when it comes to financially supporting “All We 
Do”. 
 

Please join us for these thoughtful and spirit-filled Sundays.  

The Board of Christian Invitation: 
Who We Are and What We Do 

Our board supports the church's effort to increase membership and to 
welcome new visitors (the visitor folder and welcome bags, making 
visitors feel welcome, Name Tag Sunday).  We publicize FCC's 
programs and service projects, and organize informational events 
that help FCC member/visitor retention (Bagels and Beliefs - the 
informal seminar held at FCC to educate visitors and members about 
congregational church faith and governance; press releases, mailers, 
Facebook, website, local events, brochure, member surveys). 
 

If any of these things interest you (or you have some experience with 
any), we would love to talk to you. The CI board includes Nancy 
Elkin (nancyelkin@comcast.net or 908-451-1977), Gina Chevalier, 
Heidi Sweeney, Jeff Bollinger, Marion Gordon, Kelton Estabrook, 
Heather Moulton, Chris Schifando and Jenny Jaruzelski. 
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Church School News 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

We are delighted to have your child in our program. To make it as 
enriching as possible, we would appreciate your support and 
cooperation with the following: 

• Please pick up your child promptly at 11:15am. The teachers 
would appreciate it if you would come into the classroom to 
pick up your child, especially the younger children. 

• For the sake of continuity, please try to have your child in 
Church School on a regular basis. 

• Talk with your children about the things they're learning in 
Church School. This year, we are again using the curriculum, 
“Shine – Living in God’s Light”. The theme of the day can be 
found in the weekly Church announcements. If your family 
did not receive a welcome packet, please see Alida Woods. 

• Encourage your child to see the value of a Christian 
education. It can make a real difference in their lives! 

 

Thank you for your support, 
Alida Woods, Church School Superintendent 

Special Thanks To: 
 

Jennifer Jarulzelski for graciously taking the beautiful photos of 
our Church School classes and Bible recipients on September 10th.  
The pictures are on display on the bulletin board across from the 
Library. 
 

Bill Woods for his assistance in helping to make the picture taking 

process run so smoothly. 
 

October 1 – Communion  
On October 1, children 3 years through Grade 8, will join their 

families in the Sanctuary to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Communion together. After the morning’s Message, the children 

will be escorted by their teachers into the Sanctuary during the 

hymn for the start of Communion. 
 

A Time to Share 

The children really enjoy a snack during Church School. It is a 

time of prayer and sharing -- not just eating! 

However, we need to stock up on our juice and snack 

supply, so we are asking for a donation of a half-

gallon bottle of apple juice and a box of gold fish, 

graham crackers or pretzels. Your generosity is very 

much appreciated. 
 

 

Bible Study for Church School Teachers 

The next session of Bible Study for the Sunday 
School Teachers will be Thursday, October 26th  
at 7pm in the Chapel Lounge. We will look at the 
scripture lessons for the month of November.  
 

Please let Alida Woods know whether or not you will be able to 

attend. 
 

October 8 - Columbus Day Weekend 

A One Room Schoolhouse will be offered for children three-years 
old through Grade 5. The Crib Room will be provided for infants 
through two-year olds.  

Church School Offerings 

Each September, the Church School children are given offering 
envelopes. The Church School Committee feels this is a good way 
of teaching and promoting stewardship. This year our offerings 
will again be used to support our Compassion Child, Arnel Diana. 
Arnel is 18 years old and lives in the Philippines.  He has just 
finished the 11th Grade and will be entering the senior high 
school. He is part of the Loving My Neighbor Student Center 
Project. Our sponsorship provides Arnel with Bible teachings, 
medical care, health and hygiene education, nutritious food, 
tutoring, vocational training and opportunities for community 
service. Meetings and educational workshops are also being 
provided for the parents and guardians of Arnel. We continue to 
receive letters from Arnel and are very excited about his progress. 
His latest letter can be found on the bulletin board across from the 
Library.  
 

We ask for parents' support by way of encouraging children to 
save some of their allowance and bring it in each Sunday. It is 
through saving their own money that our children will truly learn 
the meaning of stewardship. 
 

If you have any questions, or if your child has not received his/her 
envelopes, please speak with Alida Woods. 

 

 

 

Confirmation 2017-2018: The Journey Begins! 
 

The journey toward Confirmation for the class of 2017-2018 
began on Sunday, September 24 with a required meeting for 
students, parents and mentors from 11:30am – 12:30pm in the 
Chapel Lounge. 
- 

All 9th Grade and above students are invited to participate in this 
special year of exploring faith in greater depth through films and 
music; learning about the fascinating, puzzling, funny, challenging 
and powerfully life-changing stories of the Bible; visits to other 
Christian and non-Christian places of worship; time spent working 
on outreach issues; sharing in meals, concerts, movies and games; 
and joining together for at least one overnight retreat. 
 

Many of our sessions throughout the year will take place from 
11:30am – 12:30pm on Sundays. However, there will also be a 
number of occasions when an activity will require getting together 
on other days and times.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mark or Joy 
at any time. Get ready to think, move, feel, work, laugh and grow! 
 

Each month’s tentative schedule will be printed in the 
Congregationalist that becomes available at the end of the 
previous month, as well as emailed to students and parents. 
 

October 

  1  11:30am Class in Middle High Classroom 

  8  5:00pm Meeting with Mentors in Coe 

15  11:30am Class in Middle High Classroom 

19  7:00pm Bridges Sandwich Making 

20  5:30pm Bridges Run – NYC 

22  No Confirmation – Confirmands encouraged to meet 
  with Mentors during this week 

29  11:30am Class in Middle High Classroom 
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Hurricanes Harvey & Irma 

In the wake of the recent natural disasters the Board of Outreach would 
like to share several resources for disaster relief. 
 

*The United Church of Christ’s Global Sharing of Resources team has 
created a Hurricane Harvey disaster page with suggestions on ways people 
in the wider church can help going forward:  http://www.ucc.org/
disaster_hurricane_harvey.  Donations to the Emergency USA fund can be 
made online from this page.  If you prefer to donate by mail, make checks 
payable to United Church of Christ, with "Hurricane Harvey" in the 
memo.  Mail to: United Church of Christ c/o Financial Services, 700 
Prospect Ave E, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. 
 

*http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/08/28/546745827/looking-

to-help-those-affected-by-harvey-here-s-a-list   provides a list of other 
organizations providing various types of relief to Texas hurricane victims 
including everything from diapers to pet rescue/care. 
 

*American Red Cross     www.redcross.org   
 

According to Bob Ottenhoff, president and CEO of the Center for Disaster 
Philanthropy, now is not the time to donate products or services. Instead, 
he says, “people should send money to groups they trust, and that have the 
ability to provide aid where it’s needed most.”  

Board Of Outreach 

Saturday Morning Fun Club 

The Saturday Morning Fun Club for Refugees offers 
newly arrived refugees a safe place to learn and play 
through organized activities, with the primary goal to 
help create a lasting foundation for success in America. 
A joint initiative of Temple Emanu-El and the Refugee 
Family Support Interfaith Coalition, which FCC is a part 
of, the club meets weekly at Temple Emanu-El on 
Saturday mornings, and brings together over 50 refugees 
from the Middle East, Africa and South America with  
many volunteers from Westfield and neighboring 
towns.  A typical Saturday morning schedule includes 
ESL, job planning, and basic life skills for adults, with 
art projects, karate lessons, reading, Legos and puzzle 
building, and homework help for children.  Refugee 
families also always receive a “goody bag” of essential 
household items, such as paper towels, toilet paper, 
laundry detergent, razors, and soap at the conclusion of 
every weekly session.   
  

The success of the club is evident in the smiles and the 
laughter that fills the hallways every Saturday morning, 
the progress in English skills, the friendships formed by  
mutual respect, regardless of religion, and the belief that, 
at its the core, America is a nation built by refugees and 
immigrants, which will continue to welcome the stranger 
in our land and will always extend a  hand to help. 
  

The Saturday Morning Fun Club for Refugees is always 
looking for volunteers to help continue our mission and 
help staff or donate supplies. This is a great opportunity 
for an individual, family, Boy or Girl Scout Troop, or 
religious school community service project.  Please 
contact Jenny Tananbaum at jat101897@comcast.net or 
Alissa Berger at alissagberger@gmail.com for more 
information on how you can help, or sign up at the 
SignUp Genius Link below: 
  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4aa5ac2ca20-

saturday 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES 

 

Our recently completed Summer Sermon Series recognized the 
500th anniversary of the initiation of the “Protestant 
Revolution”, a series of events which the birth of both FCC and 
its denomination, the United Church of Christ, are rooted in. 
Specifically, it was based on one of the Protestant Revolution’s 
primary tenets - that all members of a congregation are called to 

be “ministers” in their own right, and not just the ordained clergy. 
 

Therefore, we offered everyone the opportunity to contribute to our Sunday 
Worship celebrations in a more direct way than usual by Preaching, 
offering the Pastoral Prayer, presenting the Word for Children, or serving 
as Worship Leader. 
 

The response, understandably slow at first, picked up momentum as people 
saw others contribute in highly meaningful ways.  By the end of the 
summer, several members of our community had made our Worship truly 
memorable. 
 

Enormous thanks to: Deanne LaRue, Rich McNanna, Wally Parker, Len 
Cerefice, Lyn Kelman, Helene McNanna, Paula Horii and Merry Wisler, 
for once again affirming the tremendous spiritual gifts that FCC is blessed 
with. 

Calling All Knitters and Crocheters! 
 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be in full 
swing again this Fall. 
 

Caring concern and the love of knitting and crocheting 
have been combined into a ministry to reach out to those 
in our community in need of comfort and prayers. Pray-
ers and blessings for the recipient are knitted into each 
shawl. Shawls console those who are grieving, comfort 
those who are ill, and bring hope to those in need. 
 

 

Kits are provided with wool and instructions. 
 

Anyone interested in knitting or crocheting a shawl, 
please see Laurie Mills to pick up a kit or pick one up in 
the Deacons closet outside Chapel Lounge and sign your 
name in the notebook. Lets start getting those shawls 
ready to be delivered and keep this caring and embracing 
ministry going. Let's spread our warmth and love! 
 

Any questions, please contact Laurie Mills (908)304-

5193. 

FCC Art Gallery 

 

The FCC Art Gallery will be featuring pictures from the Summer Mission 
Trip to Denver during the month of October. We also be exhibiting our 
Sunday School Advent artwork in December. There are spots in November 
and after the first of the year for any FCC artists who would like to share 
their work. Please contact Rev. Mounts if you are interested. 
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Welcome Back Brunch Thanks! 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped make this year’s Welcome Back Brunch such a suc-
cess.  A special thanks to our chefs and kitchen crew – Bob & Cynthia Evans, Karen 
Federico and Steve Brading.  Thanks to the YF and the Board of Christian Education 
for all their efforts. Thanks to all who donated those delectable brunch favorites. It 
was a great way to cap our Welcome Back Sunday celebration.  

Youth Fellowship -  September 16 Bridges Run to Newark.   
 

Thanks to all who donated food and money and to those who  helped make sandwiches and bag lunches.  
Thanks to everyone who participated in the Run.   
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