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Friends... 
 

By the time you receive this, we will have begun our annual time of 
reflection on and preparation for this year’s Stewardship Drive. Leading up 
to Consecration Sunday on October 28, we will spend time in Worship, 
Board meetings and social gatherings like October Surprise reminding 
ourselves how vital it is for all of us to pledge financial support to our 
spiritual community.  
 

We will remind ourselves how much and how many ways God has blessed 
us, even in difficult times. And we will remind ourselves that our pledges 
are necessary - in the words of this year’s Stewardship theme - “4 All We 
Do: Faith, Family, Fellowship and Foundations”. Everything we do here is 
intended to inspire and deepen our individual and collective faith; support 
and strengthen our family and individual households; generate and sustain 
friendships and a spirit of true community; and both enhance and guarantee 
the longevity of the physical, financial and spiritual foundations that make 
us such a thriving place. 
 

Those “4 F’s” though, are not just what we do. As a whole, they 
encompass what we really do. 
 

Save lives. 
 

FCC is really about saving lives. That may sound a bit over, or even way 
over the top. But I do not believe it is. Day after day, through and because 
of you,  FCC saves lives. It provides material assistance to people who 
have nothing to eat, nowhere to live and no way to get to work. It provides 
emotional, social and spiritual support to those with serious physical and 
mental health struggles, or who are suffering through the death of a loved 
one. It provides our children and youth with both instruction and guidance 
directed at learning how to live a life of meaning and service. It, in the 
words of the New Testament Letter to the Romans, “rejoices with those 
who rejoice, and weeps with those who weep”. 
 

If life, as Jesus says in Matthew’s gospel, is “more than food, and the body 
more than clothing”, but is instead about us becoming all God created us to 
be, both individually and together, then FCC - you - in fact, do save lives. 
 

I ask you to give generously to this year’s Stewardship Drive, so that FCC 
can continue to save lives now, and for generations to come. 
 

 

 

Blessings, 
 

 

Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

 

Saturday, October 6 

Our monthly "First Saturday" Worship celebration takes 
place in the Sanctuary at 5:30pm. "First Saturday" is 
intended for those who find it difficult to be with us 
regularly on Sunday morning due to work or other 
obligations, and those who desire a quieter, more 
contemplative worship experience on occasion. 
 

Sunday, October 7 

Join us as we celebrate the Sacrament of Communion on 
this first Sunday of the month. Our children will return 
from a One-Room Church School immediately after the 
morning’s Message so that we can  truly share in the 
sacrament as both individual households and one single 
spiritual community. 

 

Sunday, October 14 

Our Stewardship Reflection Series, “4 All We Do: Faith, 
Family, Fellowship and Foundations” resumes with a focus 
on “Fellowship”. We will be blessed on this day to hear 
from Chris and Denise Schifando.  

 

 

 

(continued on page 2) 
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Associate Minister’s Message 

Rev. Joy Mounts  
 

Sometimes I marvel at the God moments that happen when I 
least expect them to. As I was looking up poems about 
Autumn colors and October for this issue of The 
Congregationalist, for some reason the poem below came up 
in one of the collections. I don’t really think of it as an 
Autumn poem but there it was. I had to laugh, as recently at a 
UCC meeting where we shared part of our call stories (when 
we knew we were called to ministry and how it changed our 
life), I shared some of mine. Afterwards, someone asked me if 
I was scared taking such a big step and completely changing 
my life from the corporate track to the ministry. I admitted 
that I had been, but it had been the right one and that I had 
never looked back on my decision with regret. It has only 
been over the years, as I have watched my life in ministry 
unfold, that I have come to realize what a big change it was.  
 

How many times have we taken that “road not taken” without  
realizing at the time that we were? Or just how “not taken” it 
truly is? Most of the time we try to figure out our journey, 
feeling like we wish we had a map. But the crossroads of life 
can creep up on us and take us by surprise when 
circumstances present themselves. In my case, there were 
many factors that were not of my choosing. But it did not 
make the final decision to enter seminary any easier. I just 
knew it was something I needed to do. And I knew God and 
my family and friends were with me. That made all the 
difference for me. 
 

Now that I think of it, this poem being found among the 
Autumn poems makes sense. Fall is a time when we often 
take stock of where we are in life and what we want to 
accomplish with the rest of the year. What are the roads not 
taken that you have longed to look into – new hobbies? 
Books? Trips? Job? Career?  Maybe now is the time to test 
the wind’s direction, look to the horizon, scan the skies, look 
to the woods and see how the journey is ready to unfold. Our 
feet and heart often know when we are ready. And remember 
that no matter where you go, God is with you. 
 

Peace, 
 

Joy 

(continued on right) 
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Sunday, October 21 

The morning will emphasize the final “F” of our Stewardship 
Reflection Series, “4 All We Do: Faith, Family, Fellowship and 
Foundations” - “Foundations”. Long-time member Keith Wester-
hold will offer the day’s Reflection. 
 

Sunday, October 28 - Consecration Sunday 

We gather to celebrate God's presence in our lives by presenting 
our annual Stewardship Pledges as a community during the morn-
ing's Worship time. The day’s Message will serve as a synthesis 
of our Stewardship theme, “4 All We Do: Faith, Family, Fellow-
ship and Foundations”. 

(continued from left) 
 

The Road Not Taken  

 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 

And be one traveler, long I stood 

And looked down one as far as I could 

To where it bent in the undergrowth; 
 

Then took the other, as just as fair, 
And having perhaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for that the passing there 

Had worn them really about the same, 
 

And both that morning equally lay 

In leaves no step had trodden black. 
Oh, I kept the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 
I doubted if I should ever come back. 
 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 

I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 
 

 

Robert Frost 
(Published 1916) 

NO CONFIRMATION 
CLASS IN 2018-19 

 

 

We regret to announce that 
there will be no Confirmation Class at FCC this year. Unfor-
tunately, of the eligible members of the 9th grade class, only 
one has been active in our community over the last several 
years. 
 

Confirmation will definitely return with another strong class 
next year. 
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ALSO COMING IN 
OCTOBER: 

 

“Docs and Dialogue” 

 

The past few years have been 
considered a “Golden Age” 
for documentary film-making. 
“Docs” are a powerful way to both raise 

awareness and generate discussion when it comes to important topics 
- topics which regularly do and should concern people of faith. 
 

In October, we introduce a new regular documentary and discussion 
series, “Docs and Dialogue”. Several times during the year, FCC 
members, friends and guests are invited to gather in Patton 
Auditorium to view and then have a conversation about a 
documentary from recent years, with a focus on not just the central 
issue addressed by the film, but also the spiritual, Biblical and 
theological concerns the subject and film raise. 
 

Just in time for the upcoming elections, the inaugural “Docs and 
Dialogue” session will be held on Tuesday, October 30, at 7:00pm 
in Patton Auditorium, and will feature the critically acclaimed 
film “Dark Money”. 
 

“Dark Money” examines the effects of untraceable corporate money 
on our elections and elected officials. The Sundance Film Festival 
award winning documentary follows a Montana journalist’s efforts to 
uncover the true ramifications of the Supreme Court’s “Citizen’s 
United” decision on elections in both his home state and nationwide. 

 

 

Adult Studies Begins 
in October! 

 

Another year of numerous and 
diverse learning experiences for adults begins the week of 
October 1. We will, as always, present a wide range of 
opportunities for spiritual growth to meet as many different 
interests and learning styles as possible. You can expect a 
mix of four or five-week “units”, on-going series, and “one 
time” day or evening events such as forums, “field trips” of 
various types, guest speakers, etc.  
 

We will begin the year with two offerings: 
 

“In the Beginning: Genesis, Then and Now” 

 

Mondays: October 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 

7:30-8:30pm in Wightman Chapel Lounge 

 

The first eleven chapters of Genesis contain several of the 
most well-known and foundational stories of the Bible, such 
as the Creation stories, Cain and Abel, and Noah’s Ark. 
These chapters are referred to by many scholars as the “Pre 
History” texts, in that they reflect both an awareness of and 
attempt to understand some of the fundamental human 
questions: 
 

How did we get here? 

Why are we here? 

Why are there suffering and violence? 

Where is God in all this? 

 

Over the course of this five-week unit, we will explore 
some of these renowned stories, emphasizing the larger 
questions they point to, as well as how they might help us 
answer those questions for ourselves in our time. 
 

 

“Tuesday Night Prayer and Meditation” 

 

Tuesday: October 9  
7:30-8:30pm in Sanctuary 

 

Members, friends and guests will have an opportunity to 
come together to learn about and share in a variety of prayer 
and meditative practices on the second Tuesday (usually) of 
each month. These sessions will also include time for 
participants to offer their own prayer intentions. 

 

Save the Date - October 
Surprise!! 

Saturday, October 27, 2018  
7pm-9pm  

 

Doors open at 6:30pm  
Cabaret Show & Basket/Raffle 

Auction-- 

Desserts & Coffee 

 

                                    Please invite friends and family. 

Church Council - Moderators Message 

 

From the Moderator  

 

Let your voice be heard!  As part of an ongoing assessment of 
our worship practices announced and begun last year by the Board 
of Deacons and our ministers, we want ALL congregants to have an 
opportunity to express their opinions on how we might make changes 
for the better.  In the next week or so we’ll be asking you to respond 
to an anonymous on-line survey.  The survey will be strictly focused 
on the various aspects of our Sunday morning and First Saturday ser-
vices.  Stay tuned; watch your emails; more information to come. 
 

Bob John, Moderator 

Mission Trip Lunch 

You Are Invited! 
 

The 2018 Summer Mission Trip partic-
ipants invite the congregation to the 
Annual Mission Trip Thank You Lunch on Sunday, November 4 at 
11:30am in Patton Auditorium. We are working on the menu but 
there is no cost to you.  
 

Please come so that we can thank you in person for all of your prayers 
and support, as well as tell you all about our many adventures in 
North Carolina.  
 

Signups will begin after Coffee Hour starting on Sunday, October 21. 
More information will be in future Sunday Morning Announcements 
and through email blasts.  
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October Communion Offering 

 

Our Communion offering for 
October will support the FCC 
Pastor’s Fund 

 

This Fund allows the Church’s 
Ministers to assist people both 
within and outside FCC in times 
of either emergency or periodic 
economic need on a confidential 
basis, protecting the privacy and 
dignity of the person in need. 

WaySharers will meet on Friday, October 5 for yoga.  
 

On Friday, October 26, we will enjoy Halloween Bingo.   
 

WaySharers - For more info about this program call Cyn-
thia Mathis (908) 233-0180. 

Moving Meditation   
Monday Evening Classes  
 

October 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29:  6:30-7:15pm 

 

Simple gentle stress reduction based on 
ancient Asian Qigong wellness systems.  
 

Questions? Call Laura Berzofsky  
908-232-6516.   
 

Donations welcome- raising funds for 
Waysharers.  
 

Classes In Patton Auditorium.  

Readers and Riders 

 

Experience one of New Jersey's 
best destinations for contempo-
rary art! Join Readers and Riders 
on Thursday, October 4th at the 
nearby Visual Arts Center of NJ 
in Summit, where our docent led 
tour of the current exhibition will 
"inspire, amaze, and enrich" us.  
 

Check out their website for more information about the artists and 
their works. After our tour, we are having lunch downtown at 
Winberie's. We are carpooling from Ann Harris' home at 220 Lin-
den Avenue, Westfield at 10:15 am. Please call Bev Heinrich at 
(908) 233-8656 by Tuesday, October 2nd to sign up for this trip. 
 

Save the date: Thursday, November 1st trip to Washington Head-
quarters Museum and the Ford Mansion in Morristown. 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to all the generous people who 
donated to the Alex’s Lemonade Stand 
Foundation at our fundraiser in August. 
We received this thank you note “Thank 
you so much for holding an Alex’s Lem-
onade Stand! Your charitable donation of 
$100.00 and your time, energy  and pas-
sion will help fund critically needed medi-
cal research and find effective treatments 

and cures for childhood cancer. By holding a signature lemon-
ade stand, you are not only helping kids with cancer but also 
carrying on the tradition that our daughter Alex started many 
years ago.” 

 

Thank you again for your support in the fight against childhood 
cancer, one cup at a time. 

 

Laurie and Heather Mills  

SERRV Catalog Sale 

 

Once again, the Board of Out-
reach is happy to offer a cata-
logue sale from Serrv. Serrv is 
a non-profit organization that 
creates long term connections 
with marginalized artisans and farmers in 25 countries. Togeth-
er they build hand-made product collections that are a catalyst 
for positive change world- wide. Through fair trade purchases, 
artisans and farmers are able to lift themselves and their fami-
lies out of poverty and communities are transformed.  Find out 
more about their 69-year history of supporting fair trade at 
Serrv.org/about us. 
 

We will have a table and catalogues available at Coffee Hour 
on 10/21, 10/28 and 11/11. If you want to take a look at the 
items they have for sale, but can't make it to church on those 
dates, check the Serrv website. www.serrv.org, then email your 
order to Lori Bierman at acmers@gmail.com.  
 

A great way to pay it forward, the profits from the Serrv sale 
help the Youth Mission Trip and the FCC Food Pantry through 
the purchase of Shop Rite Gift Cards. Please consider Serrv 
items for your Christmas needs or try their fabulous Devine 
chocolates for a sweet indulgence. 

Welcome Back Brunch Thanks 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the 
Welcome Back Brunch such as success! Spe-
cial thanks to Alicia Adams, Helene McNanna 
and the Board of  Christian Education, Merry 
Wisler, members of the Youth Fellowship, and 
finally our chefs - Bob Evans, Bill Woods, 
Steve Brading, Michel Chartrain and Nancy 
Elkin. 
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Youth Fellowship Update 

 

The Youth Fellowship began September by helping set up, 
serve and clean up for the Welcome Back Brunch on Sunday, 
September 9. We had our formal start with the YF Kick-Off 
Meeting on Sunday, September 23 where we discussed the 
upcoming YF year – activities and events, the 2019 Summer 
Mission Trip, parent chaperoning and more. With over 40 YF 
and parents in attendance we also did an ice breaker game, 
and enjoyed a pizza dinner. Our last meeting in September, on 
Sunday, September 30, will be a Games Night.  
 

In October, besides our regular Sunday evening meetings,  we 
will have our first Bridges Run to NYC on October 19. We 
will also help with the Basket Auction during October 
Surprise on Saturday, October 27. Once the YF Leaders have 
signed up to organize future meetings more information will 
be available on them. Parents chaperone sign-up will be sent 
by SignUpGenius. For now, if you have meeting ideas or 
questions, please see Rev. Mounts. We are looking forward to 
another great YF year!  
 

October 

7  5:00pm Meeting 

14  5:00pm Meeting 

18  Sandwich Making 

19  Bridges Run 

21  No Meeting 

27  October Surprise 

28  5:00pm Meeting  

September was back to Compass 
SchoolHouse and back to Sunday 
School @FCC! Compass was happy to 
donate several items to FCC from the 
Church School Wish List. We certainly 

can appreciate how much certain essential items are needed.  
 

It's great to be back into the swing of school and settling into our 
school-day routines. A normal routine brings comfort and 
consistency to a child's life and provides a foundation in their life 
so they can rise to the occasion and handle big changes when they 
need to. 
 

For the first time, Compass instituted a 'Visitation Hour' the day 
before the "First Day of School" where our students and their 
families had the opportunity to experience their classrooms 
together and meet their teachers. The event received an 
overwhelmingly positive response from parents and alleviated so 
much first day of school anxiety! 
 

Compass places a significant emphasis on continuing education, 
as it extends our learning and deepens our impact as educators. 
Since late spring, our staff has and will be participating in several 
continuing education programs: 

• All staff took part in an engaging workshop on the Benefits 
of Mindfulness For Children. We incorporated the techniques in 
our classrooms to help our students learn to focus, manage stress, 
regulate emotions, and develop positive outlooks. 

• Our two kindergarten teachers attended a “refresher" 
workshop on the practice, guidance, and strategies needed to 
effectively teach the Foundation’s reading curriculum to 
our kindergarten students.  

• I attended the Disney Institute's 'Leadership Excellence' 
workshop about effective leadership practices and how to 
incorporate some of these practices at Compass SchoolHouse. 

• We believe that the organizational culture of any business, 
including Compass SchoolHouse, plays a vital role in determining 
its success. We are agents of change and consistently take action 
to improve the culture at Compass. I am excited about attending 
the Disney Institute's "Approach to Employee Engagement" 
workshop this year to continue to shape the Compass 
SchoolHouse’s highly productive, highly engaged, and dedicated 
staff.  
 

One of our 3's teachers, Denise Sullivan, a registered and licensed 
Occupational Therapist, led our staff in a workshop on strategies 
for how to help children develop necessary skills for success in 
school. Denise's education and 20+ years of experience in the OT 
field has brought a unique and important set of skills to the staff 
and students of Compass. We are excited to announce that Denise 
will be presenting this workshop to parents and teachers of 
children up to 6 years of age to the Westfield and 
surrounding communities on Tuesday, October 16th @6:00pm, 
right here at First Congregational Church. The cost for the 

workshop is $10 for the general public but free for FCC 
members. For more information or to register for this workshop, 
call 908-232-2084 or email info@compassschoolhouse.com. 
 

We're also highly excited about FCC and Compass leaders 
coming together regularly throughout the year to share 
lunch, ideas, and ways we can bring the two entities together to 
positively serve the greater community. 
 

Sue DeWeever 
Director 

2018-2019 Youth Fellowship Kick-Off Meeting 
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Board of Christian Invitation 

The Board of Christian Invitation is pleased to announce the release of its NEW brochure. The theme features Our Four Pillars: 
Worship, Service, Education and Community. The brochure is designed to provide an overview of programs we offer, participate in 
and support. It is ideal for generating interest in FCC and potential new visitors. 
 

The brochure is available anytime, anywhere on our website: www.fccofwestfield.org and in every pew. 
 

Thank you to everyone on the Board of Christian Invitation. Paul Federico, Heather Moulton, Kelton Estabrook, Heidi 
Sweeney, Gina Chevalier, Jeff Bollinger and Nancy Elkin. They worked hard for many months refining, reviewing, proof 
reading, re-writing and emailing. 
 

Feel free to take some home to give to friends! 

Below are the inside pages of the new  FCC Brochure highlighting “Our Four Pillars” 
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION THEME 

"4 All We Do" 

 

By now you have probably seen the bright and attractive banners 
hanging on the outside entrance to the church. Those banners, hung on 
the four pillars supporting our Church’s physical structure, represent 
the corresponding “Four F’s” of this year’s Stewardship Theme: “4 All 
We Do: Faith, Family, Fellowship and Foundations.” which our 
spiritual structure is built on: Worship, Education, Service and 
Community.  
 

Therefore, this year's Stewardship Reflection period, which began 
Sunday, September 23 and runs through Consecration Sunday on 
October 28, will expand on that theme. On each of those Sundays, 
with the exception of Sunday, October 7 due to the holiday weekend, 
we will emphasize one of those “F’s” during Worship, as a way of 
reminding ourselves both how much FCC really does both for its 
members and for God’s people near and far, as well as the need for all 
of us to do our best when it comes to financially supporting “All We 
Do”. 
 

Please join us for these thoughtful and spirit-filled Sundays. 

STEWARDSHIP DRIVE 2018 

 

4 All We Do:  
Faith, Family, Fellowship and Foundations  

 

If you have been around FCC for any length of time, it 
would be perfectly understandable to look at the above 
theme and consider “All” to be the key word in it. After 
“All,” we are an extremely active spiritual community in 
terms of the breadth and depth of our worship, service, 
educational and social opportunities and offerings. 
However, as significant as the word “All” is to that theme 
statement, let me suggest that it is far less so than the word 
“We.”  
 

Having studied, taught and written about effective teams 
and organizations for many years, one of the things that 
stands out for me is the degree to which they think and 
speak in the language of “we” and “us” far more than the 
language of “I” or “me.” They maintain cultures where 
those involved accept and appreciate that no one is an 
island; that the good which is achieved is always due to 
more than one, and usually, many people, contributing the 
best of whatever gifts, talents and resources that they have.  
 

That, to me, is who and what FCC is. We are a “We” 
place. “We” are a spiritual community that is able to grow 
and serve God’s people in so many ways because ”We” 
are a place where everyone – and everyone’s contribution -
- matters. And matters greatly. 
 

-- Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea, Senior Minister  
 

Pledging is Easy  
 

On Consecration Sunday, we gather as a community to 
formally declare our support for FCC. However, pledging 
is encouraged throughout the Stewardship drive. There are 
three easy ways to make a pledge:  
 

Go online to fccofwestfield.org/pledges- page to make a 
secure pledge  

Bring your pledge card to FCC on any of the weeks up 
through Consecration Sunday.  

Mail your pledge card to First Congregational Church 125 
Elmer St., Westfield, NJ 07090  

Stewardship Calendar  
 

Sunday 

September 23: Stewardship Kick-Off: Faith  
September 30: Focus on Family 

 

October 14: Focus on Fellowship 

October 21: Focus on Foundations  
October 28: Consecration Sunday  
 

Saturday  
October 27:  
October Surprise, 7p.m. 

BOARD MEMBER NEEDED  
for ELIZABETH COALITION 

 

The Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless is 
seeking a member of FCC to serve as a Board 
Member. FCC has been a vital partner of the Coali-
tion for several years,  including some of its mem-
bers serving on the Coalition’s Board.  
 

If you are interested, please contact  Cindy Boyea at  
cmsb13@aol.com , or 201-247-1113. 

Church School Bible Presentation to third graders in September. 
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Church School News 
 

Big Things Are Happening at FCC’s Church School for 
People of All Ages! 
Welcome Back to Church School! We are delighted to have the 
children in our program.  We are excited to announce that we have 
launched our redesigned Church School program and our brand 
new curriculum, which is a story-based sequential one that runs 
from Genesis through the New Testament. We are offering a 
broad view of the entire Bible in a three-year cycle. 
 

Another big change is that we have designed our Church School 
program to be more intergenerational, giving members of our 
congregation the opportunity to participate in the spiritual growth 
of our youth in special bite size ways while still being able to 
enjoy hearing the weekly Message. 
 

How can you be a part of this? By volunteering to be a reader 
for our Church School program. 
 

On September 16th we offered our first lesson: Genesis 1:1-2:4a: 
The Story of Creation. The day began with the children, their 
teachers and teaching assistants coming up for the “Word for 
Children,” then leaving the Sanctuary together and gathering in 
Patton Auditorium to hear the Bible Passage of the day. Joy read 
the Bible passage to the kids, then went back to the Sanctuary 
while the kids went to their classes to do age appropriate activities 
to reinforce the Bible lesson they had just shared. 
 

We are looking for members of the Congregation to volunteer 
to read the Bible passage each week. Depending upon the 
length of the passage, it will take about 10 minutes at most and 
you will be back in the sanctuary for the remainder of 
Worship. Mark and Joy will continue to read to the children once 
a month, so we are looking for volunteers to read on the remaining 
Sundays. Please let Alida Woods know if you are interested. 
 

New Church School Class Assignments 

In order to facilitate our new Church School Program, we have 
reconfigured our classes as follows:  
Our 3 year old – Grade 1 class will meet in Room #3 on the first 

Floor of the McCorison Building 

Our Grades 2 – 5 class will meet in Room #24 on the second floor 

of the McCorison Building 

Our Grades 6 – 9 class will meet in Kotetsee near Coe Hall. 
  

Special Thanks To . . . 
Tom Masteller for graciously taking the photos of our Church 
School classes and Bible recipients on September 9th.  The 
pictures are on display on the bulletin board across from the 
Library. 
 

Giovanna Schifando and Daniel Gunchar for their assistance 
with the picture taking process. 
 

October 7 – Children In Communion Resumes 

On October 7, children 3 years through Grade 9, will again join 
their families in the Sanctuary to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Communion together. After the morning’s Message, the children 
will be escorted by their teachers into the Sanctuary during the 
hymn to rejoin their families. 
 

(continued on right) 

(continued from left) 
 

A Time to Share 

The children really enjoy a snack during Church School. It is a 
time of prayer and sharing -- not just eating! However, we 
need to stock up on our juice and snack supply, so we are 
asking for a donation of a half-gallon bottle of apple juice and 
a box of gold fish, graham crackers or pretzels. Your 
generosity is very much appreciated. 
 

Bible Study for Church School Teachers 

The next session of Bible Study for the Sunday School 
Teachers will be Thursday, October 25th at 7pm in Wightman 
Lounge. We will look at the scripture lessons for the month of 
November.  
 

Please let Alida Woods know whether or not you will be able 
to attend. 
 

Church School Offerings 

Each September, the Church School children are given 
offering envelopes. The Church School Committee feels this is 
a good way of teaching and promoting stewardship. This year 
our offerings will again be used to support our Compassion 
Child, Arnel Diana. Arnel is 19 years old and lives in the 
Philippines.  He has just finished the 11th Grade and will be 
entering the senior high school. He is part of the Loving My 
Neighbor Student Center Project. Our sponsorship provides 
Arnel with Bible teachings, medical care, health and hygiene 
education, nutritious food, tutoring, vocational training and 
opportunities for community service. Meetings and 
educational workshops are also being provided for the parents 
and guardians of Arnel. We continue to receive letters from 
Arnel and are very excited about his progress. A recent picture 
can be found on the bulletin board across from the Library.  
 

We ask for the parents' support by way of encouraging 
children to save some of their allowance and bring it in each 
Sunday. It is through saving their own money that our children 
will truly learn the meaning of stewardship. 
 

If you have any questions, or if your child has not received 
his/her envelopes, please speak with Alida Woods. 
 

Church School Donations 

Thank you to all who have donated to our Church School 
Wish List Drive.  Your donations will help to keep our costs 
down as we pursue our ongoing efforts to offer creative 
programming for our youth.  
  

Free will donations for needed Church School supplies will 
continue through the month of September.  Gift cards and 
monetary donations earmarked for Church School are 
especially welcome, as they allow us to purchase unforeseen 
things throughout the year.  
  

Church School Wish List 
Gift Cards for VISA, Michael’s, AC Moore, Oriental Trading 
to use throughout the year as needs arise. 
 

Snacks, Apple Juice, Water. 
 

Monetary donations to be used to purchase needed supplies 
throughout the year. 
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Scenes from Welcome Back Sunday Worship on September 9, 2018 
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Welcome Back Brunch 
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Roll-Out of New Church School 
Curriculum on September 16 

Welcome Back Brunch 
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Next Deadline:  October 16 

 

 

-- SAVE THE DATE  - 

W ne Tasting 
When: Saturday, October 13, 2018 

Time: 7 - 9 pm 

Place: FCC, 125 Elmer Street 
 

Tickets $45 per person 

Wine and Nibbles 
 

Fundraiser in support of  

First Congregational Church 

 

For tickets call: 

Church office 908-233-2494  

or 

contact Lyn Kelman 908-400-1205 

-------------------------------- 


