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Friends... 
 

About the time you receive this, we will have  
begun our annual time of reflection on and 
preparation for this year’s Stewardship Drive. 
Leading up to Consecration Sunday on October 27, 
we will spend time in Worship, Board meetings and 
social gatherings like October Surprise reminding 
ourselves how vital it is for all of us to contribute  
to the financial support of our spiritual community.  
 

The theme the Board of Stewardship has chosen for 
this year’s effort is “Simply Grateful”. The use of 
the word “Simply” here, as was explained by the 
board in a recent congregational mailing, is meant  
to point us toward a “back to basics” approach to  
the concept of Stewardship - getting our entire  
FCC community on the same page in terms of  
what Stewardship is, what a “pledge” is, how we 
decide what to pledge financially to FCC, and why 
Stewardship isn’t just a financial but a spiritual 
responsibility for all of us. Given that, maybe we 
should also consider a “back to basics” approach  
this Fall to our lives in general. 
 

As entrepreneur and author Robert Glazer argues in 
a recent column, far too many of us regularly answer 
the question, “How are you?” with some variation 
of, “Busy”, as in having too much to do and too little 
time. That response, he says, has become an almost 
autonomic “go to” answer because we have bought 
in to the cultural idea that “busyness” is a status 
symbol. However, he continues, being busy in that 
way doesn’t make us happier or more productive.  
In fact, research indicates the exact opposite. It just 
means, Glazer says, “we are filling all our available 
time but doing things that don’t really matter to us.” 
 
Glazer then goes on to list several steps we can take 
to become more focused on what really matters in  

our lives and getting closer to those priorities 
matching our use of time. One is to create what he 
calls a “Stop Doing List”, based on the common 
practice of adding to our “to do” lists without ever 
taking anything off. Associated with this idea, 
others who study leadership and time management 
have suggested that for every thing we add to our 
“to do” lists, we should take one thing off. 
 

Along with our financial Stewardship efforts then, I 
invite you this Fall to also take part in a back to 
basics “Life Drive”. Our spiritual leader in the 
Christian tradition is someone who lived a full, 
productive, joy filled life because he kept his focus 
on what mattered most then, and still matters most 
now - answering God’s call to love and serve God’s 
people.  
 

Holiness rather than busyness. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Mark 
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Associate Minister’s Message 
Rev. Joy Mounts  
 

Don’t Go Into the Library 
The library is dangerous— 
Don’t go in. If you do 
 

You know what will happen. 
It’s like a pet store or a bakery— 
 

Every single time you’ll come out of there 
Holding something in your arms. 
 

Those novels with their big eyes. 
And those no-nonsense, all muscle 
 

Greyhounds and Dobermans, 
All non-fiction and business, 
 

Cuddly when they’re young, 
But then the first page is turned. 
 

The doughnut scent of it all, knowledge, 
The aroma of coffee being made 
 

In all those books, something for everyone, 
The deli offerings of civilization itself. 
 

The library is the book of books, 
Its concrete and wood and glass covers 
 

Keeping within them the very big, 
Very long story of everything. 
 

The library is dangerous, full 
Of answers. If you go inside, 
 

You may not come out 
The same person who went in. 

 

Alberto Ríos (1952- )  
The inaugural state poet laureate of Arizona  

 

“A little knowledge is a dangerous thing” – as Alexander 
Pope once wrote. But is it? Or is it in knowing more that  
we open our hearts and minds to possibilities we never 
imagined and which help us to dream of futures that would 
never have been realized?  
 

Pope would have agreed, for in his poem An Essay on 
Criticism written in 1709, he warned the reader not to take 
only a sip of knowledge but instead drink deeply. And that 
is what I like about the poem by Alberto Rios as well. Be 
careful—if you go into a library – if you open a  
book – you might come out changed.  
 

God is calling us to that as well, to open ourselves to deeper 
lives in faith. Come and study. Come and learn. Come and 
spend time in prayer. Listen to God calling you. And in the 
process deepen your relationship with God. Open your heart 
to new possibilities and new doors. See more clearly the 
ways you can be God’s hands and feet in the world or find 
new avenues for pursuing those dreams. 
 

Most of all, don’t be afraid to do so. God is with us in the 
library of the spirit. God is with us in the steps we take to 
open those books, to ask the questions and to wrestle with 
our doubts and fears.  
 

Just as faith is a life-long journey, so it is also a life-long 
learning. What is keeping you from starting? Or picking 
back up that book, that idea, that dream that you put  
down? As the days turn cooler, this might just be the 
absolute right time to curl up with a good book. If you  
need a recommendation or two – let me know. Might  
just be able to find a book or two somewhere. 
 

Happy Fall! 
 

Peace, 

Joy 

WORSHIP NOTES 
Saturday, October 5 
Our monthly "First Saturday" Worship celebration 
takes place in the Sanctuary at 5:30 pm. "First 
Saturday" is intended for those who find it difficult  
to be with us regularly on Sunday morning due to  
work or other obligations, as well as those who  
desire a quieter, more contemplative worship 
experience on occasion. 
 

Sunday, October 6 
Join us as we celebrate the Sacrament of Comm- 
union on this first Sunday of the month. Our  
children will return from Church School immediately 
after the morning’s Message so that we can  share in 
the sacrament as both individual households and one 
single spiritual community.  
 

Also, our Stewardship Reflection series, Simply 
Grateful: "Back to Basics” continues. We will be 
blessed this day to hear from Jenny Jaruzelski. 
 

Sunday, October 13 
Our Stewardship Reflection series, Simply Grateful: 
“Back to Basics” pauses for this holiday weekend.   
In addition, there will be a One Room Church  
School on this day. 
 

Sunday, October 20 - We will hear from Tom  
Jardim as our Stewardship Reflection Series, Simply 
Grateful: "Back to Basics” resumes.  
 

Sunday, October 27 - Consecration Sunday 
We gather to celebrate God's presence in our lives  
by presenting our annual Stewardship Pledges as a 
community during the morning's Worship time.  
The day’s Message will serve as a synthesis of our 
Stewardship theme, Simply Grateful: "Back to 
Basics”. 
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“Docs and Dialogue” Returns! 
 

The past few years have been considered a “Golden 
Age” for documentary film-making. “Docs” are a 
powerful way to both raise awareness and generate 
discussion when it comes to important topics -  
topics which regularly do and should concern people 
of faith. 

 

In October, “Docs 
and Dialogue”, the 
documentary viewing 
and discussion series 
we introduced last 
fall, returns. FCC 
members, friends and 

guests are invited to gather in Patton Auditorium to 
view and then have a conversation about a 
documentary from recent years, with a focus not just 
on the central issue addressed by the film, but also the 
spiritual, Biblical and theological concerns the subject 
and film raise. 
 
There is no advance schedule for the series, so keep  
an eye on the Sunday announcements and The 
Congregationalist for subsequent dates and film 
information. 
 
The first “Docs and Dialogue” for our new 
program year will be held on Tuesday, October 29, 
at 7:00 pm in Patton Auditorium. On that night,  
we will view the documentary “Alternate Endings”. 
 
“Alternate Endings” offers a look at the varied ways 
Americans are choosing to both find meaning and 
celebrate life as it comes to an end. Touching and 
heartfelt, the film spotlights a subject many of us 
would rather avoid in a positive and thought-
provoking manner that features stories grounded in 
empowerment. 

 

     Adult Studies 
Returns in October 
Another year of 
numerous and diverse 
learning experiences for 

adults begins the week of October 7. We will, as 
always, present a wide range of opportunities for 
spiritual growth to meet as many different 
interests and learning styles as possible. You can 
expect a mix of four or five-week "units",        
on-going series, and "one time" day or evening 
events such as forums, "field trips" of various 
types, guest speakers, etc.  
 
We will begin the year with two offerings: 
 
“Faith and the Front Page” Returns! 
 

Mondays: October 7, 14, 21 28 
7:30-8:30 pm in Wightman Chapel Lounge 
 

This biannual offering - one of our consistently 
most popular - will engage participants in 
biblical and spiritually grounded examination of 
topics inspired by recent news events. Selection 
of topics is done on a week to week basis in 
order to stay as fresh and relevant as possible. 
Participants have the opportunity to express 
various and differing viewpoints in a respectful, 
open-minded venue. 
 
“Monthly Prayer and Meditation” 
Tuesday: October 8  
7:30-8:30pm in Sanctuary 
 

Members, friends and guests will have an 
opportunity to come together to learn about and 
share in a variety of prayer and meditative 
practices on the second Tuesday (usually) of 
each month. These sessions will also include 
time for participants to offer their own prayer 
intentions. 
 

 

 

Board Member Needed for The Elizabeth Coalition 
 

The Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless is  seeking a member of FCC to 
serve as a Board Member. FCC has been a vital partner of the Coalition for  
several years,  including some of its members serving on the Coalition’s Board.  
 

If you are interested or would like to know more, please contact Cindy Boyea  
at cmsb13@aol.com, or 201-247-1113. 

mailto:cmsb13@aol.com
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Confirmation 2019-2020:  The Journey Begins! 
 

The journey toward Confirmation for the class of 2019-2020 will begin on Sunday, September 29 with a       
required meeting for students, parents and mentors from 11:30 am – 12:30 pm in the Chapel Lounge. 
 

All 9th Grade and above students are invited to participate in this special year of exploring faith in greater depth 
through films and music; learning about the fascinating, puzzling, funny, challenging and powerfully life-
changing stories of the Bible; visits to other Christian and non-Christian places of worship; time spent working 
on outreach issues; sharing in meals, concerts, movies and games; and joining together for at least one overnight 
retreat. 
 

Many of our sessions throughout the year will take place from 11:30 am –12:30 pm on Sundays. However, there 
will also be a number of occasions when an activity will require getting together on other days and times.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mark or Joy at any time. Get ready to think, move, feel, 
work, laugh and grow! 
October schedule: 
 

Sunday, October 6    11:30am class, Dr. Boyea’s office 

Sunday, October 13    11:30am class, Dr. Boyea’s office 

Friday, October 17    Bridges Sandwich making  

Saturday, October 18  5pm Bridges Run - NYC 

Sunday, October 20    No class – Mentors and Confirmands offsite meetings week 

Sunday, October 27    11:30am class, Dr. Boyea’s office 

 

YF Update 
 

Youth Fellowship had a great kick off on Sunday, 
September 22. Over forty students, parents and a few 
siblings enjoyed a pizza party in Patton. We started 
off the evening with a rousing game of “Would You 
Rather.” During dinner, we went over the schedule, 
the YF Leaders responsibilities and some of the 
upcoming events for 2019. We talked about a few 
activities to add – like a Lock-In in the winter and 
maybe going to Nightwatch in NYC at St. John the 
Divine again. We also talked briefly about the 2020 
Mission Trip and the November 3rd, 2019 Mission 
Trip Thank You Lunch.  
We look forward to a another great YF year filled 
with fun, fellowship, outreach projects like Bridges 
and YSOP and spiritual formation. If you have any 
questions about Youth Fellowship, please see Rev. 
Mounts.  
 

October YF Schedule 
  6 5pm YF Meeting - Patton 

13 Columbus Day Weekend – No Meeting 

17 (Thursday) 7pm Bridges Sandwich making 
- Loomis Kitchen and Coe Hall 

18 (Friday) 5pm Bridges Run - NYC 

20  No meeting 

27 5pm YF Meeting - Patton 

     

     Moving Meditation   
  Monday Evening Classes  
 

     October 7, 14, 21*, 28 
 6:30-7:15 pm 

 

Simple gentle stress reduction 
based on ancient Asian 
Qigong wellness systems.  
 

Have Questions? Call Laura 
Berzofsky at 908-232-6516.     

Donations are welcome - October classes are 
raising funds for Waysharers. 
Classes are held In Patton Auditorium 
(*EXCEPT on October 21—class will be in  
Coe Hall on the bottom floor)  
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Women’s  

Fellowship -  
Readers & Riders  

on October 3 
  

Are you Ready For Your 
Close Up?  On Thursday, 
October 3 at 11 am enjoy a 
special backstage tour of the 
Theater at RVCC, a beautiful 
1,000 seat theater on the 
campus of Raritan Valley 
Community College. Learn 
all about what goes on behind 
the scenes before and during 
live theatre productions -  

light, sound, set rigging and more!  Arranged just 
for Readers and Riders.   
 

We will carpool from Bev Heinrich's house at 
2673 Crest Lane, Scotch Plains and plan on being 
on the road at 10 am.  After the tour we are going 
to the Farmer and the Chickpea in Somerville for 
a different kind of lunch experience.  Please call 
Bev Heinrich by Tuesday, October 1 to sign up 
for this fun day (908-233-8656). 

 

Readers and Riders - 
 

Welcome Back Lunch 
 

 
On September 5, Readers & Riders Women’s 
Fellowship enjoyed an especially interesting 
Welcome Back Luncheon with Janette Spiezio 
of SustainableHaus.com and her delightful table 
of handmade gifts.  We learned about Zero 
Waste; how & why to reduce the use of plastic 
in our homes. 
Amazing. 

 

Can You Guess Who That Baby Is? 
 

Enter the FCC Baby Photo Contest 
 
Bring in a picture of yourself, spouse, children and enter the  
Baby Photo Contest. Whoever can correctly guess the most  
baby pictures will win!  

 
   The Rules: 
 

1. Submit a picture of yourself, your spouse, or your kids, from infant to three-years old.  
Please, no maternity ward photos 

 
2. Put your picture, $5.00 entry fee, as well as your name and the age you are in the photo, into 

one of the contest envelopes in the Narthex, and then place the envelope in the marked box.  

3. Do not share your picture with anyone.

The Contest will be held in October—date to be determined but entries must be submitted by 
October 1. 

See how many you can correctly guess!   Questions?  Contact Merry Wisler (908)403-7609 

http://SustainableHaus.com
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           October SURPRISE!! 
            Saturday, October 26  

           7:00pm — 9:00pm 
             (Doors open 6:30pm) 

 
 

Cabaret Show And Basket Raffle/Auction 
Desserts & Coffee 

 
Cabaret Show 

Please Invite Friends and Family!! 
 

We have some Great Surprises!! 
 

The sign up for Surprise Baskets and  
Desserts will be in Chapel Lounge. 

 

Contact Joe Regan:  
joerpiano61@gmail.com  
908-276-7520 landline 
908-803-6268 cell/text 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministries—
Calling All Knitters  

and Crocheters 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is in full 
swing. So far this past year, we have 
delivered 9 shawls to people in need. All the shawls 
were greatly appreciated. Caring concern and the love 
of knitting and crocheting combine for a ministry to 
reach out to those in our community in need of 
comfort and prayers. Prayers and blessings for the 
recipient are knitted into each shawl. Shawls console 
those who are grieving, comfort those who are ill, and 
bring hope to those in need. Kits are provided with 
wool and instructions. 
 

Anyone interested in knitting or crocheting a shawl, 
please see Laurie Mills to pick up a kit. If you know 
of someone in need of a prayer shawl, please see 
Mark, Joy or Laurie. 
 

Lets start getting those shawls ready to be delivered 
and keep this caring and embracing ministry going. 
Lets spread our warmth and love.  
 

Any questions please contact Laurie Mills at (908) 
304-5193. 

 

Mission Trip Thank You Lunch, 
Sunday, November 3 

 

You are invited! 
On Sunday, November 3 the Summer  
Mission Trip participants are hosting a 
Thank You Lunch for the congregation.  
This lunch is our way of saying thank you 
for your wonderful support through  
donations, prayers, encouragement and  
attending fundraisers to cheer us on. We  
will be featuring Cuban food and updates  
on the menu will be in the Sunday  
Announcements. Several of the Mission  
Trip Participants will speak about their  
experiences and we will show the annual 
slideshow. We certainly hope that you can 
join us so that we can thank you in person  
for all that you did to help make the mission 
trip program a success.  
Signups for the lunch will begin in Coffee 
Hour in mid October.  

 

Bagels & Beliefs on Sunday, October 20 
 

Come share your beliefs and learn about ours! The 
Board of Christian Invitation invites you to join us 
for Bagels & Beliefs, an opportunity to learn more 
about the history and mission of First Congregational 
Church, Sunday, October 20, 11:30 am in Wightman 
Chapel Lounge. 
 
Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea, Rev. Joy Mounts and Church 
School Superintendent Alida Woods will provide 
background on FCC’s 
faith practices and  
answer questions in  
an informal setting.  
 
RSVP is appreciated 
by Thursday, October 
17 to the church office 
— (908) 233-2494 or 
office@fccofwestfield.org. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiq473szt7VAhXDhFQKHUGUDSUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartix.com%2Fpumpkin-clipart-image-48153%2F&psig=AFQjCNFqBgI6QspPz8PCIIILJN2RvoDJJg&ust=1503071231414264
mailto:joerpiano61@gmail.com
mailto:office@fccofwestfield.org
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2020 Stewardship Campaign:  “Simply Grateful” 
October is Stewardship month at FCC, culminating with Consecration Sunday on October 27 when we make 
our faith promises.  To help clarify the concept and guide you as you make your pledges, the Board of      
Stewardship has prepared this FAQ as part of our “back to basics” approach.  Throughout the month, we will 
highlight important aspects of Stewardship during worship and in Sunday Morning Live.  Feel free to ask any 
of our board members if you have additional questions about Stewardship.   Thank you in advance for your 
thoughtful support! 
-Joe Regan & Jennifer Jaruzelski, co-chairs; Tom Bebout, Tom Jardim, Chris Millen 
 
Q:  What is Stewardship? 
A: Stewardship is a shared responsibility and duty that we undertake to care for and maintain our church and 
its missions. From a practical standpoint, it is the combined energy and financial support of families and      
individual members that make possible all that we are and do as a congregation.  Pledges and gifts from the 
congregation and friends of our church represent a significant percentage of our annual income.  Other income 
is obtained through special fundraising events and rental of our facility to outside organizations.  
 
Q:  What is a pledge to First Congregational Church (FCC)? 
A:  A pledge is financial promise and commitment to support our congregation and its missions in the coming 
year.  Your pledge is an act of faith and generosity that helps sustain our clergy and staff, our buildings and 
grounds and our programs and activities.   Pledges guide our budget for the upcoming fiscal year and help our 
Board of Trustees plan and prioritize responsibly. 
 
Q:  Who should pledge? 
A:  Members of FCC are expected to support the congregation through their time and talent (through           
volunteering) and treasure (through financial pledges).   Regular visitors are also welcome and encouraged   
to participate in this essential part of our church life.  Pledges are confidential and can be adjusted, up or 
down, if your circumstances change. 
 
Q: What is the main challenge for our 2020 Stewardship campaign? 
A:  Our primary goal for any Stewardship campaign is to educate the congregation about the varied missions 
of the church and to secure funding that allows us to sustain, grow and/or diversify our program offerings.    
We have been blessed with a trend of average pledges increasing around 5% each year; however, each year 
we lose a certain number of pledge units due to moves out of the area and other typical life events.  Attracting 
new members to the church is critical to maintaining our financial security and we believe that strong and    
vibrant programming is the key to attracting new members. 
 
Q: How do Pledges differ from monetary gifts and other fundraising? 
A:  Pledges indicate your intended financial donation for the coming year.  They convey a commitment that 
allows our Trustees to plan responsibly.  Individual gifts, while welcome and appreciated, cannot be relied   
upon for planning purposes.  Throughout the year, we will also have individual fundraising events to support 
specific programs, such as the youth mission trip, Heifer Project and other outreach ministries. 
 
Q:  How much are we expected to pledge?  How much should I pledge? 
A:  Pledging is a very personal decision guided by individual means and commitments.   We ask that you   
consider all that you have received and expect to receive through your affiliation with FCC and please give 
FCC a preferred position in your annual charitable giving plans.  In 2019, the average pledge to FCC was 
$2,800, but this was not sufficient to cover all our programming needs and we had to withdraw funds from our 
endowment account to close the gap.  Given the dynamic nature of church membership, we are asking all 
members to thoughtfully consider their pledge amounts.  
 
Q:  How and when should I pledge? 
A:  Pledges can be made online at http://www.fccofwestfield.org/pledge or by filling out the enclosed pledge 
card.  Pledges can be paid weekly, monthly, quarterly or in one lump sum.  We encourage pledging anytime  
throughout the campaign, culminating on Consecration Sunday, October 27.  

http://www.fccofwestfield.org/pledge
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It's exciting to be back at school and see our 
students and families from last year and meet  
new ones as well.  
 
The end of July and into August was busy at 
Compass! Again we thank FCC for your support 
by giving Compass the go-ahead to renovate the 
Main Office and Teacher's Lounge. It was our 
goal to create an open, welcoming, and 
professional space for the Office Team and 
Compass families. Based on much feedback, we 
are excited about achieving our goal. The Main 
Office can now comfortably accommodate our 
growing Office Team, several parents, and a child 
or two, or three - all at the same time.....In 
addition, the Teacher's Lounge is more efficiently 
organized and "roomier" for Compass Team 
members to prep for classes, eat lunch, and hold 
meetings. Many thanks to Phil Rinaldi and his 
team at Star Painting, and Cari Coords of 
Upstaged by Cari Designs, who transformed these 
spaces into something wonderful. 
 
Compass will continue its commitment to serving 
those in NJ Communities beginning with our 
Pencil Pixie Partnership (formerly Pencil Pixie 
Program).  In past years, the Compass "Pencil 
Pixie" secretly planted Compass SchoolHouse 
pencils in the garden and students "picked" a 
pencil for them to use at school or home. By 
making a simple change and partnering with Link 
Community Charter School in Newark, Compass 
students will have a hands on lesson in kindness. 
They will still "pick" the pencils left by the Pencil 
Pixie but rather than use the pencils themselves, 
students will donate them to children at Link 
Community Charter School. And what a 
wonderful way to begin a Pencil Pal 
Partnership.....Compass also looks 
forward to continuing to partner with 
FCC throughout the year to serve  
others in need. 
 
We will continue our LEARN 
THROUGH COMPASS workshop  
series for the community beginning 
October 21st with the Classroom Crawl 
for teachers and parents. Attendees will  
spend 20 minutes in each of four classrooms 

where Compass teachers will present ideas, 
activities, and techniques about dramatic play, 
music, science, and positive discipline which can 
be used in the classroom or at home. We believe 
it will be an educational, fun, and engaging 
evening - mirroring a day in the life of a child. 

 
The Compass Team has embarked on a journey 
to bring an awareness and a shift to patterns of 
thinking that affect our students, our families, 
and ourselves. We are all taking part in what we 
call the EXPRESSIONS Initiative, whose 
mission is to create an open environment where 
unique self expression is nurtured.  Genuinely  
believing we are creative, or intelligent, or 
athletic, or a good friend......or simply, enough 
 .....begins by not being judged. And when we are 
not judged, we can be our unique selves, express 
our unique selves, and feel safe and accepted 
when doing so. When we truly feel this way, our 
teaching becomes more authentic, more positive, 
more open, and more accepting of 
uniqueness. When young children are educated 
in an open environment where unique self 
expression is nurtured, they can be their true 
selves, express their unique selves, feel safe and 
accepted when doing so.......and  thrive.....rather 
than internalize words they hear around them and 
draw conclusions that may unintentionally limit 
their horizons. We are excited and perhaps 
somewhat apprehensive about our discoveries..... 
 
Sue DeWeever 
Director, Compass SchoolHouse 

Compass SchoolHouse Is Ready for Another Great School Year! 
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        Welcome Back to Church School! 
 
Welcome Back to Church School! We are delighted to 
have your children in our program.  We are excited to 
be in Year 2 of our new story-based sequential 
curriculum that runs from Genesis through the New 
Testament, which offers a broad view of the entire 
Bible sequentially in a three-year cycle.  
We will continue to offer our more intergenerational 
Church School program, thereby giving members of 
our Congregation the opportunity to participate in 
the spiritual growth of our youth in special bite size 
ways while still being able to enjoy hearing the 
weekly message. 
 
How can you be a part of this? By volunteering to   
be a reader for our Church School program. We  
are looking for members of the Congregation to 
volunteer to read the Bible passage each week. 
Depending upon the length of the passage, it will 
take about 10 minutes at most and you will be back 
in the sanctuary in time for the end of the Pastoral 
Prayer, at the latest. Mark and Joy will continue to 
read to the children once a month, so we are looking 
for volunteers to read on the remaining Sundays. 
Please let Alida Woods know if you are interested. 
 
Special Thanks To . . . 
 
Heather Moulton  for graciously taking photos of 
our Church School classes and Bible recipients during 
class time and Heidi Motyczka for taking pictures of 
our Teacher Commissioning and Bible Recipients 
during the Worship Service on September 8th.  The 
pictures will be on display on the bulletin board 
across from the Library. 
 

Daniel Gunchar and Magdalena Krug for their 
assistance in helping to make the picture taking 
process run so smoothly. 
 

Barbara Moore for donating many books of skits 
and crafts to the Church School. We will enjoy using 
them. 
 

Thank you to all who donated to our Church School 
Wish List Drive. Your donations are so appreciated 
and will help to keep our costs down as we pursue our 
ongoing efforts to offer creative programming for our 
youth. 
 
Bible Study for Church School Teachers 
The next session of our Bible Study for our Church  

 
School Teachers will be held on Tuesday, October 
29th at 7pm in the Wightman Lounge. We will look at 
the Scripture lessons for the month of October. 
Please let Alida Woods know whether or not you will 
be able to attend. 
 

October 6 – Expanded Communion To Resume 
On October 6, children 3 years through Grade 4 will 
again join their families in the Sanctuary to celebrate 
the Sacrament of Communion together. After the 
morning’s Message, the children will be escorted by 
their teachers into the Sanctuary during the hymn to 
rejoin their families for the start of Communion.   
New this year, children in Grades 5 – 8 will remain  
in the Sanctuary for the entire Worship Service on 
Communion Sundays.  
 

A Time to Share 
The children really enjoy a snack during Church 
School. It is a time of prayer and sharing -- not just 
eating! However, we need to stock up on our juice 
and snack supply, so we are asking for a donation  
of a half-gallon bottle of apple juice and a box of  
gold fish, graham crackers or pretzels. Your 
generosity is very much appreciated. 
 

Church School Offerings 
Each September, the Church School children are 
given offering envelopes. The Church School 
Committee feels this is a good way of teaching and 
promoting stewardship. This year our offerings will 
again be used to support our Compassion Child from 
the Philippines, Arnel Diana. He is part of the Loving 
My Neighbor Student Center Project. Our 
sponsorship provides Arnel with Bible teachings, 
medical care, health and hygiene education, nutritious 
food, tutoring, vocational training and opportunities 
for community service. Meetings and educational 
workshops are also being provided for the parents and 
guardians of Arnel. We continue to receive letters 
from Arnel and are very excited about his progress. A 
picture can be found on the bulletin board across from 
the Library.  
We ask for the parents' support by way of 
encouraging children to save some of their allowance 
and bring it in each Sunday. It is through saving their 
own money that our children will truly learn the 
meaning of stewardship. 
If you have any questions, or if your child has not 
received his/her envelopes, please speak with Alida 
Woods. 
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Fall Kick Off Brunch Thanks! 
 

Thank you to the Board of Christian Education 
for coordinating FCC’s Annual Fall Kickoff 
Brunch. Thanks to Alicia and Scott Adams for 
all their efforts. Thanks to our wonderful chefs – 
Bob Evans, Steve Brading, Karen Federico and 
Bill Woods. Thanks to all who helped set up, 
serve and clean up – especially the YF and YF 
parents. Thanks to everyone who brought food to 
share. Around one hundred FCC folks attended 
to greet old friends, make new ones and help the 
Fall get off to a fine start. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F7%2F72%2FHoratioNelson1.jpg%2F1200px-HoratioNelson1.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FHoratio_Nelson%2C_1st_Viscount_Nelson&docid=
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Next Deadline:  November 19 

 

WE’RE DOING A FUNDRAISER! 
FCC CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS 

 

These beautiful Pewter 
Christmas Ornaments, 
designed by our very      
own Paul Federico, are 
individually handcrafted    
by Woodbury Pewter in 
Woodbury, CT. They 
feature a distinctive     
design of our Church.      
The ornament is 2 ¼” in 
diameter. Each ornament 
comes in a clear plastic 
storage box with a cushion 
and a Woodbury Pewter 
information card, suitable 
for storage or gift giving! 
 

We are offering these unique ornaments for $20 each, but if you  
purchase by Sunday, October 6, pay only $18!  
 
Please make checks payable to: First Congregational Church, and 
write “Church Ornament” in the memo.  Orders will be taken 
every Sunday during Coffee Hour, as well as by contacting either 
Alida Woods:  alida@fccofwestfield.org or Nancy Elkin at the 
Church Office:  office@fccofwestfield.org or 908-233-2494. If you 
have any questions, please contact Alida Woods.  
 
The ornaments will be available for pick-up by the end of October 
– Plenty of time for Holiday Gift Giving! Start thinking about 
who’s on your list! 
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