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Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea 

 

Hi… 

 

If there has been one overriding, guiding principle I have tried to base my 
service to FCC on these past twelve years, it is this: 
 

This is not my church. 
 

What I mean by that is, simply, that FCC belongs first and foremost, to 
God and Jesus. Then after that, it belongs to you. 
 

It is a sentiment reflected in our largely democratic form of governance, 
whereby you elect representatives to serve as lay leaders who are charged 
with making most of the decisions concerning how we will run our affairs 
and spend our money. It is reflected in the times in which certain major 
issues are determined by a congregation wide vote in which each person’s 
vote carries equal weight. 
 

And most of all, it is reflected in the short statement that is published each 
Sunday in our Worship bulletin: 
 

“Ministers: All Members of the Congregation” 

 

That statement has its roots in the series of events, initiated by Martin 
Luther, which became known as the “Protestant Revolution”, a movement 
to make Christianity more faithful. One of the core principles of that 
movement was a commitment to the “the priesthood of all believers”, or 
“the ministry of all the people”. 
 

That is why FCC, after God and Jesus, always belongs to you, or more 
accurately, to us. It is also why we consistently look for a wide range of 
opportunities for our members to exercise that ownership. 
 

This summer will offer a special opportunity of that kind. In recognition of 
the Protestant Revolution’s 500th anniversary, and considering Rev. 
Mounts’ sabbatical in June, July and August, I am asking for you to join 
me in leading this year’s annual Summer Sermon Series and Summer 
Worship by considering preaching, leading the Word For Children, or 
offering the Pastoral Prayer one Sunday between July 2 and September 3. 
I will be available to help you through the process as much as possible. 
(More on all this on p. 5.) 
 

I hope you will consider joining me on this adventure, as we work 
together these next three months to even more fully embody FCC’s 
commitment to all our members being “ministers”. 

 

 

Blessings, 

 

Mark 

 
 
 
 

What a June here at FCC! 
 

Saturday, June 3 - "First Saturday" 

Our monthly "First Saturday" worship takes place at 
5:30pm in the Sanctuary. "First Saturday" is intended for 
those who find it difficult to be with us regularly on 
Sunday mornings due to work or family obligations, and 
well as those who desire a quieter, more contemplative 
worship experience on occasion. 
 

Sunday, June 4 - Confirmation Sunday 

We Confirm and welcome into full adult membership five 
of our high school students. The Confirmation class will 
lead us in Worship and assist with administering the 
Sacrament of Communion. Please strongly consider being 
here to show your support for our newest members. 
 

Then later in the day, consider returning to FCC from 2-

4:30pm for the next in our ongoing conversations 
addressing our contentious political and social climate,  
“Journeying Across the Divide: Communicating With the 
Other”. 
 

Sunday, June 11 - Children's Musical Sunday 

It's the annual Children's Musical! This year our kids, 
under the leadership of Dr. Thomson, will present "The 
Puzzling Parables". Fittingly, we will also recognize the 
joyful contributions the Children's Choir made to our 
Worship this year. And if that's not enough, what better day 
than that of the Children's Musical to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Baptism - on this day for both Molly 
McCullam, daughter of Rob and Whitney McCullam, and 
Asher Luccarelli, daughter of Megan and John Luccarelli. 
 

Molly McCullam is a Fourth Generation child of FCC, as 
both her parents, both sets of grandparents (Anne and Scott 
Laird; Debbie and Rob McCullam) and her maternal great 
grandfather (Chuck Woodward) are all members. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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A Time Away 

Rev. Joy Mounts, Associate Pastor 

 

 

Sabbatical: a break or change from a normal routine (as of 
employment); a time of rest, reflection, research, learning and 
more. A time away. 

Starting in June, right after Confirmation Sunday, I am leaving for 
vacation and sabbatical. I will be away for June, July and August, 
except for helping lead the Summer Mission Trip to Denver, an 
experience I did not want to miss. 

I am looking forward to this time off. After twelve years serving 
here at FCC, I am ready for a much-needed break to recharge and 
refresh. First and foremost, let me say thank you for this 
opportunity. I could not go if you did not offer and support it. 
Being a minister is a 24/7 job and I would not have it any other 
way. But my personal well needs filling and I am looking forward 
to the time to do so. 

While away I will be attending the Robert Frost Poetry 
Conference in New Hampshire in late June and spending a 
weekend in silent prayer and contemplation at the Mercy Center 
in Madison, Connecticut in July. There will also be day trips and 
a writing class or two. I will be going on vacation with my family, 
seeing old friends and taking a Great Lakes cruise with my 
parents, Most of all I will be taking the time to write, journal and 
dream more, hopefully organizing my poems, prayers and 
Christmas Eve pageants - maybe even turning one of them into an 
original children’s story. 

I will undoubtedly have a lot to tell you when I get back! But I 
want to ask you all to do one thing for me while I am away. 
Please keep me in your prayers that my time away will be 
refreshing, recharging and transformative. I will be keeping you 
all in prayer and will, as ever, be thankful for the blessing of 
being a part of FCC. 

 

See you in September! 

Peace, 

Joy 

(continued from page 1) 
 

Sunday, June 18 - Adult Choir Recognition, High School 
Senior Day, and Alexander Award 

On this Father's Day, we recognize and thank the Chancel and 
Bell Choirs for their outstanding musical leadership throughout 
this past year. In addition, we will also celebrate our graduating 
high school seniors, and present the annual Alexander Award to a 
member or members of that class during Worship.  

Trivia Night, Dinner and Silent Auction Thanks 

 

“Oh what a night!” 

 

 

 

On Friday, May 5, over eighty FCC members and friends attended 
the first ever FCC Trivia Night and Silent Auction fundraiser for 
the Summer Mission Trip! It was a great night filled with lots of 
fun and fellowship, not to mention wonderful food served by our 
wonderful mission trip participant waiters, waitresses, kitchen crew 
and bartenders!  
 

The winning team – the Holy Rollers - took home a bunch of gift 
certificates to local restaurants and stores. Best of all, we raised 
over $7,000 toward the trip! A special thanks to Nancy Elkin for all 
she did to organize this event. Thanks again to everyone who 
helped make the Trivia Night and Silent Auction fundraiser such a 
huge success. Thanks for all you did, donated, bid, and served to 
make this happen. Now start studying your trivia for next year! See 
pictures on page 8. 

Congregational Work Day – June 3 

To get ready for the Patton Renovation, we need to 
do some clean up and organization first. On Satur-
day, June 3 from 9:30 – Noon, we will work on 
packing up the Library books, cleaning out the Pat-
ton Attic and moving the choir robes and music to 
their new location in the Upper Room. Many hands 
are needed to make light work! If you can help – 
please call the office to sign up.  

 

   Thanks! 
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Adult Studies For 2017-2018 

 

Another year of Adult Studies is 
now complete. Enormous thanks 
to all those who participated in our 
many and diverse offerings with 

such dedication and enthusiasm. Your feedback continues to 
indicate that these efforts, while not perfect, were quite 
successful. 
 

Plans are already underway for our 2017-2018 programming, and 
we ask for your help in providing any suggestions you might have 
for new courses, formats, days/times, or any other thoughts you 
might have for improving this vital part of our community's 
spiritual life. 

 

Please contact Mark with these at your earliest convenience.  

Come One, Come All, to the  

All-Church Picnic 

 

Sunday, June 11 - Immediately following 
Worship, in the Backyard of First 

Congregational Church 

 

Cost—$5 for adults, $4 for children ,($15 max per family) 
 

Join us for a wonderful afternoon of food, fun and fellowship! 
Enjoy sub sandwiches, hotdogs, and a make-your-own sundae bar!  
There will be a face-painting, games and activities for all ages!  
And don't miss Joe’s Pie Eating Contest!  We can’t wait to see 
you all there! 
 

Volunteers needed to make this day a success!  Sign up in Patton 
or online to help!  Please contact bridget.p.andersen@gmail.com 
with any questions. 
 

Sign up to attend during Coffee Hour. 

Board of Christian Invitation 

 

The Next “Name Tag Sunday” is June 11  
 

After the service featuring the Children’s Musical, 
head out to the parking lot, put a name tag on and 
let the fun begin! There will be delicious food and 
drinks to share and many games to play. The All-
Church Picnic is a great time to get to know other 
folks here at FCC. See you then! 
 

We also want to let others know that FCC is a welcoming place to 
worship. Facebook is an important tool to increase publicity and 
we hope that will lead to many new visitors. One way we can do 
this is by taking a moment to “Check-In” to our FCC Facebook 
page every Sunday. 
 

Here’s how:  
 

• Scroll to the top of your News Feed or Profile and click 
What’s on your mind?  

• Click to select or search for a nearby location.  

• When you check in, you can also:  

•  Select an audience for your post (Friends, Public).  

• Click Post.  

Readers and Riders  

Grab your barrels - we're going over the 
Falls! 
 

Actually Readers and Riders are going to 
Paterson on Thursday, June 1st for a 10 am 
tour of the Paterson Museum. Afterward, we will venture to the 
Paterson Great Falls National Park without our barrels to view 
these spectacular falls. Please google this site, even if you are not 
participating in our trip, to learn about this nearby wonder.  
 

We will lunch in Cranford at Il Gabianno. Carpools are gathering 
at Ann Harris' house at 9 am. Please call Ann at (908) 233-1357 
for more information or to sign up for this unique outing by 
Tuesday, May 30th. 

FCC Art Galley 

Featuring work by Paul Federico 

 

 

FCC member Paul Federico has six paintings  
in the gallery this month that were inspired by 
his faith. It’s an eclectic collection of several styles and mediums, 
from his 1992 painting of David and Goliath to the Easter Sunday 
painting inspired by the musicians who performed here at FCC 
this year. His inspiration for spiritual painting comes from study-
ing Vincent van Gogh. Come see the exhibit and learn about why 
van Gogh had such an influence on Paul’s paintings. 

“Lemonade on the Lawn” 
 

"Lemonade on the Lawn”, our summer time of 
refreshments and conversation after Worship, 
will begin at the start of the Patton renovation. 
 

Providing iced tea and lemonade to the con-
gregation is an easy way to serve. Please volunteer!  
 

If you are interested in hosting, please let Nicole Chartrain or  
Karen Federico know. 
 

nicolechartrain1@gmail.com 908-654-4459  
kidfederico@gmail.com(908) 889-7817 
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Marc Wesley Hardy Human Rights Award  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winner of the 2017 Marc Wesley Hardy Human Rights Award 
is Tayonna Lee, a Scotch Plains/Fanwood High School Senior.  
She was presented her check and certificate at church on April 30th, 
by Sharilyn Brown. 
 

Tayonna has been an active member of the BSU (Black Students 
Union) at her high school for 4 years.  She is an advocate for peace, 
and has discussed with her peers ways to handle race and sexual 
orientation issues.   
 

Tayonna is also a member of the Social Justice Matters group 
(SJM), which provides a platform for the youth and adults to dis-
cuss issues and to help bridge the generational gap on social issues.  
Both the Social Justice group and the BSU have partnered together 
to host 2 Teen Summits, which involves people of all ethnicities 
coming together to discuss community issues and provide ways to 
make a difference.   
 

She directed and choreographed a film depicting some of the prob-
lems faced by minority students in their high school.  The video 
went on to include conversations around human rights.  She also 
wrote a proposal to her teacher to have a large display of Black 
History influences in honor of Dr. King’s holiday, and hosted a 
contest for students to win prizes if they were able to answer ques-
tions about important figures in Black History. 
 

In addition to her school activities/organizations, Tayonna is in-
volved in many activities outside of school, in an effort to give 
back to the community.  She volunteers at an after school enrich-
ment program, provides entertainment at Nursing Homes during 
the Christmas holidays, and raises money for the “relay for Life’ 
event for the American Cancer Society, just to name a few.   She 
has also managed to stay on the Honor Roll/High Honor Roll every 
semester from 9th

-12th grades. 
 

Tayonna wishes to pursue a Graphic Design Degree, with her goal 
to become a Marketing Specialist, Art Director, or Commercial 
Designer. 
She plans to attend Kean College, with hopes of transferring to the 
School of Visual Arts in NY.    
 

The award is in memory of Marc Hardy, a member of First  
Congregational Church, who lost his life in a car accident in his 
senior year at Westfield High School in 1990.  Because of his dedi-
cation and commitment to Human Rights, this award was estab-
lished.   
If you would like to make a donation to the MWH Human Rights 
Award fund, please contact the Church Administrator, Jim Palme.  

Readers and Riders:  How Trains First Came to the West-
field Area 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In May, the Readers and Riders enjoyed an afternoon of local his-
tory at the historic Fanwood Train Station.   Our host was local 
historian and train buff, Joe Nagy.  Joe emphasized the dominant 
role that New York played in the early development of the sur-
rounding area:  In the early nineteenth century, there was a large 
influx of immigrants into this country and New York was growing 
at a frenzied pace.  Naturally, more and more energy was needed 
for furnaces and forges.  Anthracite coal had been discovered in 
Pennsylvania and an efficient and cheap way to convey it from 
Pennsylvania to New York would be very beneficial.  The New 
Jersey Legislature, which was reluctant at first to charter a railroad 
powered by new technology, a steam engine on a land transport, 
finally did grant charters and the first trains through Fanwood 
started running in 1839.  Train transport then became very popular, 
not just for freight but for passengers, especially New Yorkers 
wishing to get away from the smell of "manure" from all the horse
-drawn carriages.  The Homestead Hotel, which was located on the 
current parcel of the Fanwood Borough Hall, housed long-term 
boarders who commuted daily between New York City and the 
"country". 
 

For our journey into the past, we also looked at old maps of the 
local area where identifiers were not the street names but  names 
of the landowners on their parcels.   Aerial maps of the area also 
showed the Weldon quarry as a mound, instead of a gaping hole. 
 

Our host also welcomed us with a selection of beverages and his 
favorite cookies from Trader Joe’s  

Pictured l. to r. Zaniah Green, Winner-
Tayonna Lee, Kristal Hardy Ali & Sharilyn 
Brown 

Save the Date - Mission Trip Fundraiser 

16 Prospect – Father’s Day Brunch  
June 18, 12:30pm - 3:30pm 

 

This year for our annual 16 Prospect Fundraiser we are trying 
something new – brunch! We will have a private party at 16  
Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro on Sunday, June 18 from 12:30 – 
3:30pm. Once again it will be headlined by Joe Regan and feature 
some fabulous FCC talent and friends. Because it is a private par-
ty, kids are welcome to come and sit and hear Joe play.  
 

We will have a buffet and the menu items are being decided on. 
The cost will be $30 for adults and $15 for kids 12 and under.  
Soda, ice tea and coffee are included. Alcoholic beverages are 
extra. Please call the church office for reservations. For questions, 
please see Joe Regan or Karen Saminski. 

Winner Tayonna Lee &  
Sharilyn Brown 
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Summer 2017 Mission 
Trip Update 

 

 

 

 

The time for departure to Denver is almost upon us! We have one 
last fundraiser before we go – more details about that on p. 4.  We 
are busy making plans and finishing all of the last-minute details. 
We are working on the final t-shirt design. We are finding out more 
details on the work we will be doing in Denver. July 9 will be here 
before we know it! Please keep our group in your prayers for safe 
travels and a fulfilling week of both serving and learning more 
about Denver, each other and where we see God in all of it. As 
always, your support means more than you know. 

TAG * THE * BAG 

And help the FCC Summer Youth 

Mission Trip to Denver, Colorado! 
 

 

Here’s how it works: We purchased a backpack 
for the trip to Denver, Colorado. The name of each 

person who donates any amount of money will be written (tagged) 
in black ink on the backpack… a tangible, visual reminder while 
we are away of the many people who are supporting us. The bag 
will be carried throughout our journey. Please Tag The Bag and be 
a part of something really special, even if you cannot physically 
join us. 
 

Donations can be made during Coffee Hour. 
 

Questions about this fundraiser? 

 

Denise Schifando: 908-217-5130 

cschifando@yahoo.com 

FCC members enjoying a day at the Cloisters. 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES 

 

“The Ministers of the Church – That Would Be 
YOU” 

 

Our annual Summer Sermon Series returns! 
 

If you’ve ever wanted to or thought you might like take a try at 
Preaching, the Word for Children, or the Pastoral Prayer, here’s 
your chance! 
 

In remembrance of the 500th anniversary of the event which 
catalyzed the “Protestant Revolution” – the posting of Martin 
Luther’s “95 Theses”, and in recognition of one of the signature 
understandings of Protestantism – “the priesthood of all believ-
ers”; in other words, that not just the ordained clergy but all the 
members of a church are “ministers” - you are invited to deliver 
a sermon, or lead the Word for Children or Pastoral Prayer on 
any of the ten Sundays from July 2 – September 3. Topics will 
be determined in consultation with Dr. Boyea. 
 

We especially hope you will consider offering a sermon on the 
following dates, as Rev. Mounts is on sabbatical this summer 
and Dr. Boyea will be away: 
 

July 2 

July 9 

August 27 

September 3 

 

However, all Sundays are open for any member of the FCC 
community who would like to participate in any of those ways. 
 

Please contact Mark at your earliest convenience if you would 
like to be involved. 
 

Please note: There is a “Plan B” for the 2017 Summer Ser-
mon Series and Worship should there be insufficient inter-
est on the part of the congregation. 

 

WaySharers 

WaySharers will meet on Friday June 2 for Yoga. On Friday 
June 16 we will meet at Hyatt Hills Mini Golf for an evening of 
fun! Call Cynthia Mathis 908-233-0180 for more info. 
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June Confirmation Schedule 

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 31 

 4:00pm Confirmation Rehearsal - Sanctuary 

 6:00pm Confirmation Dinner  - Patton 

 

Sunday, June 4 Confirmation Sunday 

 10:00am Confirmands and mentors - please 
  be at church no later than 9:30am 

 

 

 

Youth Fellowship Update 

 

In May, our last regular YF meeting went off with a bang – the 
bang of exploding balloons that is! Thanks to YF Leaders Jeremy 
Bonnell and Nattie Fountain Jardim, with help from chaperones 
Susan Bonnell and Deb Volz, we had a final meeting of this 
semester full of fun and games! We also went to The Chocolate 
Bar for gelato to celebrate. Our End of the Year Picnic was on 
Sunday, May 21 at Tamaques Park with 34 folks joining in the 
fun. Our graduating high school seniors were also recognized for 
all they did to help make YF a success. After another wonderful 
YF year we had a lot to celebrate! See photos on page 9. 

Plans are underway for our fall activities. If you have any 
suggestions or questions, please see Rev. Mounts! 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT 

 

On Friday, May 12 and Saturday, May 13, the members of this 
year's Confirmation class and their mentors joined Joy and 
Mark at the Bellevue Stratford Inn in Ocean Grove for a time of 
spiritual reflection, fellowship, fun and preparation for Confir-
mation Sunday on June 4. 
 

During their time together, the students worked with their men-
tors on clarifying their thoughts on how they have grown and 
where they currently are on their faith journeys, and began for-
mulating how they will lead us in Worship on Confirmation 
Sunday. In addition, they shared meals, enjoyed a Friday night 
movie, and, for at least Friday evening, had the opportunity to 
enjoy the beauty of the Jersey Shore before heavy rain and wind 
kept us inside throughout Saturday. 
 

Please join our students on June 4 to celebrate this significant 
step on their faith journeys. 
 

 

Confirmation Retreat photos from Ocean Grove, NJ 

Youth Fellowship photos from final year-end meeting 
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Church School News 
 

 

Summer Children’s Sunday Programs 

 

Beginning on June 19 through September 3, we will again be 
offering our two summer programs: Kids in Church and Kidzone. 
 

Kids In Church – This program is designed to facilitate family 
worship during the summer months. We welcome children in 
Grades 1 and older to remain in worship. Fun and educational 
activity bags will be provided to the youth when they arrive at 
church. The activity sheets and bags are a gift to the children, but 
we ask that the clipboards be left in the pews each Sunday.  
 

Kidzone – Meets in the Crib Room for infants through 5 years old. 
Activities and Fun! 
 

Why is attending a Family Worship Service important? 

 

Family worship is a time for families to worship together, and for 

parents as well as members of our Congregation to teach and 

foster a feeling of acceptance and importance when it comes yo 

our children in participating in the sacraments and rituals of our 

worship service. If our youth rarely attend worship for more than 

the first 15 minutes when they are young, they may have trouble 

doing so as teens and adults. 

 

Teachers Are Needed! 
 

Top 10 Reasons to Volunteer to Teach Church School 
 

1. Learn from young people. 
2. Share your knowledge and talents. 
3. Help others. 
4. Spend time with your family. 
5. Have fun. 
6. Make new friends. 
7. Impart Christian values. 
8. Watch youth grow. 
9. Get more back than you give. 
10. Discover more about yourself. 
 

Thank you to all who have graciously volunteered to teach Church 

School for the 2017-2018 school year. We are still in need of a 

few more people to fill our remaining teaching spots. I am looking 

for one more teacher in the 3 years old –Kindergarten class and 

Grade 1-2 class, as well as Assistants in all classes. Get involved 

as a teacher or Assistant -- you'll be glad you did! If interested, 

please call Alida Woods, 322-5030.  

 

 

 

A Special Thank You To: 
 
Joe Regan for providing a wonderful Church School music 

program for our children throughout the year. This year's program 

culminated in a joyful presentation during the Worship service on 

May 21 of the song, “Lord of the Dance” (Traditional Shaker 

Tune adapted by Syndey Carter). Thank you to soloists Sofia and 

Alana Andersen, Magdalena Krug, Chloe Liddy-LaPadura and 

Flannery and Oliver Schifando. You all did an outstanding job! 

We cannot thank Joe enough for sharing his time, talents and 

creativity with all of us! 

Children Raise Money for 
the Heifer Project 
 

I am pleased to announce that the 
Church School has raised 
$1,143.59 through the Read to 
Feed, Fill-the-Ark Program and Cake Auction! Thank you for 
your commitment in helping to end hunger and poverty in the 
world! 
 

A special thank you also goes to Wally and Linda Parker who 

have generously offered to again match the total amount of money 

raised by a church school for Heifer! Therefore, the grand total of 

$2,293.59 will be used to support various Heifer projects both in 

the United States and overseas. Our gift not only brings help to 

children, women and men both in the United States and abroad in 

the form of food and training, but also provides hope for a better 

tomorrow. Every family who receives an animal agrees to pass on 

one or more of its offspring and the related skills to another 

family, thereby ensuring an ongoing source of food and income 

that is constantly expanding.  
 

Our gift goes on! Our church has now donated over $52,000 to 

Heifer since July 1978! We have helped support over 25 million 

families in 125 countries become more self-reliant by providing 

livestock, training and sustainable agricultural practices. Thank 

you to everyone who supported this amazing cause!    

 

With Gratitude 

  

I'd like to express my heartfelt thanks to Mark, Joy, Bridget 
Andersen and the Board of Christian Education for surprising me 
during the May 21st worship service for my 26 years of service as 
the Church School Superintendent. Where does the time go? 
Thank you for the flowers, gifts, card and kind words, but most of 
all, thank you for the blessing that you all are to me. 
  

Alida 
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A Summer Mission Trip - Trivia Night & Silent Auction” Fundraiser took  place Friday, May 5. 
Through everyone's participation, we raised over $7,000.  
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Teacher Recognition Sunday and a surprise celebration of Church School Superintendent, Alida Woods, twenty-six years of service. 

TEACHING 

 

is the Greatest of all the Arts.  
 

We give thanks to God always for 
you. 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:2 

Scenes from the Youth Fellowship 
End-of-Year Picnic at Tamaques 
Park on Sunday, June 21.  Thanks to 
the youth and parents for another 
great year.  
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Next Deadline:  June 20 

 

 

 

 

Journeying Across the Divide:  
 

Communicating with the Other 

 

 

Free Seminar 
All are Welcome 

 

First Congregational Church of Westfield 

125 Elmer Street 
 

Sunday, June 04, 2017 

2-4:30 P.M. 
(Please arrive @1:45 for check in.) 

 

 

 

 

Registration and Questions: 
0604fccadvocacy@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE CHURCH 

We will answer your emails as soon as possible. 


