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Senior Minister’s Message 

Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea 

 

Hi… 

 

How is FCC different from a solar eclipse? 

 

By the time this month’s Congregationalist reaches you, this summer’s 
highly anticipated solar eclipse will have passed. Before it’s arrival 
though, there was a steady stream of articles and TV segments all summer 
long that dealt with topics such as:  where to go to get the fullest effect of 
the eclipse; what time to be in optimal viewing position; and, of course, 
the customary warning to not look directly at the sun during the event 
without proper eyewear. 
 

That warning is where the difference between FCC and the solar eclipse 
can be found. 
 

In a recent edition of The Christian Century, Dorothy Fortenberry, a 
screenwriter from Los Angeles, offered a definition of “church” as, “a 
group of broken individuals, united by that brokenness, traveling 
together.” Then Fortenberry adds, “My family and I don’t go to church to 
deny the existence of the darkness. We go to look so hard at the light that 
our eyes water.” 

 

“We go to look so hard at the light that our eyes water.” 

 

We flock to a solar eclipse because we are fascinated with seeing the 
darkness blot out the light when it shouldn’t. But a church is a place, or at 
least it should be, where we join with others to form a flock that, while 
fully acknowledging the darkness – the dark side of our lives, our nation, 
the world and humanity – also firmly believes that darkness is incapable 
of ever fully blotting out the light that shines from God into the world and 
that spark of God within each of us. Church is a place where, if you will, 
the light of the Son – Jesus – and that light’s ability to guide us, 
individually and together, through even the darkest times, can’t be 
eclipsed if we let it into our lives and share it with each other. 
 

As we begin a new fall season together at FCC, the daylight may be 
getting shorter and less intense, but the light that matters most for our lives 
as a spiritual community is not. And, with God’s help and if we stay 
committed, it will not. 
 

 

Blessings, 
 

Mark 

 

 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP NOTES 

 

Saturday, September 2 

As usual, there will be NO "First Saturday" worship at 
FCC in September. "First Saturday" returns on October 7. 
 

Sunday, September 3 

Our Summer Sermon Theme, "The Ministers of the Church 
- That Would be YOU!" concludes, as we welcome Deanne 
LaRue for a return engagement as guest preacher, with Joe 
Regan and Helene McNanna serving as Worship Leaders 
for the morning.  
 

Sunday, September 10 - "Welcome Back Sunday" 

It's our annual "Welcome Back Sunday", when we share in 
the presentation of Bibles to our third grade and other new 
students, commission our Church School staff as they 
begin another year of this vital ministry, celebrate the 
return of our outstanding Chancel Choir after a summer 
off, and join together in the Sacrament of Communion. In 
addition, William Rehwinkel will serve as guest organist 
for the morning. 
 

As a way to emphasize the priority Jesus placed on feeding 
people both physically and spiritually, we ask you to help 
commemorate Communion in a special way this day by 
bringing one or more non-perishable food items for the 
benefit of the many who come to our Food Pantry for 
assistance.  
 

Lastly, we invite you to complete this blessed morning by 
gathering for our annual "Welcome Back Brunch" in 
McCorison Hall immediately after Worship. More on this 
event on page 2. 
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Welcome Back Brunch 

 

Another reason not to miss “Welcome Back 
Sunday”! 
 

Join us for our annual “Welcome Back Sunday 
Brunch” in McCorison Hall immediately after the 
10am worship celebration on Sunday, September 
10. 
 

Bill Woods, Bob Evans and crew will once again be whipping up 
scrambled eggs.  Bagels, cereal, juice, and other beverages will be 
provided as well.  However, in order to enhance the spirit of 
community this event is intended to foster, we ask you to also 
bring a favorite breakfast/brunch food item to share with 
others. 
 

So please plan on heading down to McCorison Hall after Worship 
on September 10 to enjoy a fine meal and reconnect with friends 
you may not have seen for a bit. 
 

If possible though, for planning purposes we would greatly 
appreciate it if you would contact the Church Office by 
Thursday, September 7 to let us know if you will be attending, 
as well as what food items you plan to bring. 
 

See you on the 10th  

“Lemonade on the Lawn” 
 

As the Patton renovation will not be 
completed until late September, we will 
need to continue to enjoy our front lawn 
Coffee Hours for a few more weeks. Please 
consider volunteering to serve Lemonade 
on the Lawn on a Sunday after Worship. A gallon or two of 
lemonade and/or iced tea and some treats is all you need to 
bring and would be greatly appreciated by the Congregation. 
For information, contact: 
 

Nicole Chartrain (nicolechartrain1@gmail.com) or  
Karen Federico (kidfederico@gmail.com)  

Associate Minister’s Message 

Rev. Joy Mounts, Associate Pastor 

 

Rev. Joy Mounts is on Sabbatical until Labor Day. Her 
Congregationalist message will return in the October issue. 

An Easy Way to Get Involved and Make a Difference: 
Join the Greeter Team! 

You know the old saying "Many hands make light work."? On 
Sunday mornings, we put that into practice with a team of 
people who make sure that everything is ready for action at 10 
AM! Our goal each Sunday is to roll out the proverbial “red 
carpet” for our visitors and create a welcoming environment that 
lets everyone feel at home. Neither rocket science nor brain 
surgery is involved. 
 

Greeters arrive about 20 minutes before Worship to welcome 
members, friends and visitors as they enter the church. Walking 
into a strange church can be a little intimidating, and there is 
nothing better to banish stress from the unfamiliar than a smile 
and a handshake as you enter the sanctuary. 

It’s really that simple to make a difference. You pick the Sunday 
that works for you. You aren’t adding anything to your to-do 
list, because you are coming to Worship anyway! Contact 
Nancy Elkin at nancyelkin@comcast.net or (908) 451-1977. 
You can also contact on the Board of Christian Invitation, and 
choose a Sunday that works for you! 

FCC Art Galley 

Featuring work by Paul Federico 

 

FCC member Paul Federico has six paintings in 
the gallery this month that were inspired by his 
faith. It’s an eclectic collection of several styles 
and mediums, from his 1992 painting of David 
and Goliath to the Easter Sunday painting inspired by the 
musicians who performed here at FCC this year. His inspiration 
for spiritual painting comes from studying Vincent van Gogh. 
Come see the exhibit and learn why van Gogh had such an 
influence on Paul’s paintings. 

Save the Date - October Surprise!!- 
Saturday, October 28, 2017  

7pm-9pm  
 

Doors open at 6:30pm  
Cabaret Show & Basket/Raffle Auction--

Desserts & Coffee 

Please invite friends and family. 

Please Volunteer to Help 

 

The Deacons are always looking for assistance from the members 
of the church. Would you like to host a coffee hour? Drive a 
member to/from a needed appointment? Read the Scripture at 
Worship? Decorate the church at holidays? If so, please contact 
Senior Deacon Merry Wisler at merry.wisler@gmail.com and we 
will include you! 

Church Leadership Retreat 
The annual FCC Leadership Retreat will be held Saturday, 
September 9, 2017, from 9am to 11am in the Sanctuary and 
McCorison (if available). The retreat allows the church’s lay 
and staff leaders to take stock of where we are as a 
congregation and brainstorm ideas about the church’s future. 
Refreshments will be served. The retreat is open to all board 
and staff members. Please RSVP at your earliest convenience to 
Jim at the Church Office by phone, (908) 233-2494, or by email 
at uccfcc@verizon.net.  
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Readers and Riders 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ignore the bugs and occasional showers - It's time to 'picnic' in 
Coe Fellowship Hall. Bring your appetite and favorite dish to 
the Readers and Riders Welcome Back Picnic at noon on 
Thursday, September 14. We are planning our fall activities and 
looking forward to your ideas. Please call Laura Berzofsky at 
(908) 232-6516 by September 12 to let us know what you are 
preparing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPASS CORNER 
 

We are grateful for FCC's continued support that enabled Compass 
SchoolHouse's 2016-17 school year to be filled with exuberance, 
engagement, and the spirit of possibility! Graduating our very first 
class of Kindergarteners, we were honored to have Rev. Dr. Mark 
Boyea deliver the Invocation at our graduation ceremony in June. In 
May, FCC members Nancy Elkin and Jeff Bollinger attended the 
annual Compass Carnival held in the back of the church. Several 
Compass Board of Trustees members also recently met with Nancy 
Elkin to share knowledge and discuss ways the school and church 
could work together to attract families from the Westfield and sur-
rounding areas. We are extremely excited about what we can 

achieve together � . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Elkin, FCC Christian Invitation Chair; Trigaux, Compass 
President (on the computer screen from Florida via technology and 
Skype); Sue DeWeever, Compass Director; and Elayne Edmonds, 
Compass Vice President. 

Moving Meditation 

 

Moving Meditation will return in October and 
November, as soon as Patton is ready for us.  
Classes will be held on Mondays, from 6:30pm to 
7:15pm 

. 

Simple gentle, and graceful movement. Stress 
Reduction based on ancient Asian Qigong 
wellness systems. 
 

Questions? Call Laura Berzofsky (908) 232-0169.  
 

Look for notices in the Sunday Bulletins regarding scheduled dates. 

September is a busy month for WaySharers. We are looking 
forward to an exciting Labor Day Weekend at the Frost Valley 
YMCA. Fifteen WaySharers and five Mentors will explore this 
wonderful camp in the Catskills.   
 

On Friday September 8, Carl Pluchino, Grand Master in 
Martial Arts, will teach a Karate class.  
 

On Friday night, September 29, WaySharers will visit Lifetime 
Fitness in Berkeley Heights for an evening of Basketball and 
Volleyball.   

 

For more information about WaySharers, call Cynthia Mathis 
(908) 233-0180. 

 

Choirs Begin Again! 
 

Our four choirs are ready to begin the fall 
season, but because of the Patton 
renovation, we will not be able to begin 

everything in the normal way. Below are the start dates for the 
various choirs: 
 

Pilgrim Singers (K-2), Thursday, September 28 3:30-4:00 

 

Leyden Choir (3-6), Monday, September 25, 3:30-4:15 

 

Chancel Choir, Thursday, September 21, 7:30-9:00 

 

Bell Choir - TBA. bell equipment is unreachable at the moment 
due to the renovation. 
 

The rehearsals will all be in Patton if it is finished. If not, the 
children’s choirs will rehearse in the Chapel Lounge and the 
Chancel Choir in the Sanctuary. 
 

Looking forward to a great season of great music! 
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Confirmation 2017-2018: The Journey Begins! 
 

The journey toward Confirmation for the class of 2017-2018 
will begin on Sunday, September 24 with a required meeting 
for students, parents and mentors from 11:30am – 12:30pm 
in the Chapel Lounge. 
- 

All 9th Grade and above students are invited to participate in 
this special year of exploring faith in greater depth through 
films and music; learning about the fascinating, puzzling, 
funny, challenging and powerfully life-changing stories of the 
Bible; visits to other Christian and non-Christian places of 
worship; time spent working on outreach issues; sharing in 
meals, concerts, movies and games; and joining together for at 
least one overnight retreat. 
- 

Many of our sessions throughout the year will take place from 
11:30am – 12:30pm on Sundays. However, there will also be a 
number of occasions when an activity will require getting 
together on other days and times.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mark or 
Joy at any time. Get ready to think, move, feel, work, laugh and 
grow! 
 

Each month’s tentative schedule will be printed in the 
Congregationalist that becomes available at the end of the 
previous month, as well as emailed to students and parents. 

Youth Fellowship Begins for the Fall 
 

Save the Date! 
 

Our first YF meeting of the new semester will be Sunday, 
September 17 at 5pm. The location has yet to be decided. This will 
be a Welcome Back party for YF and parents. Also, the first 
Bridges Run will take place on Saturday, September 23. More 
details and information will be emailed and sent by postcard. Youth 
Fellowship is open to all students in 6th grade through 12th. 
Looking forward to seeing you all and hearing about your summer!  

 

MINI MISSION WEEKEND 

 

 

Our third annual intergenerational 
“Mini Mission Weekend” took place 
from Friday, August 4 - Sunday, August 6. The theme for this year 
was “The Least of These”, based on the story Jesus tells about 
sheep and goats in Matthew 25. 
 

On Friday, thirteen FCC members, students and friends gathered in 
the Sanctuary for a study and discussion of that story. Following 
that, the group both shared dinner and conversation, as well as 
assembled lunches for a Bridges Run to Newark the following day. 
- 

On Saturday, the group headed to Summit to meet the leaders from 
Bridges before heading to Newark to serve lunches, fruit, drinks 
and other items to the homeless and needy. Then lastly, on Sunday 
at FCC, the morning’s Worship celebration and Dr. Boyea’s 
Message focused on that same story from Matthew 25. 
- 

Once again, it was an enlightening and rewarding weekend for our 
participants. 
 

(See photos on left) 

 

Patton Renovation 

 

The Compass Schoolhouse has received the new ramp 
and has been framed out for the required fireproof 
doors. It is anticipated that all work will be completed 
in time for the new school year. 

 

In Patton, the wall between the crib room and the auditorium has 
been removed, the plumbing for the bathroom is done, the AC 
installation is underway and the electrical work has also started. 
After working with the contractor to address the skylight and other 
issues, it has been determined that the ceiling can and will be 
opened up as part of the project. The full project is currently on 
schedule to be completed by the end of September. 
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Church School News 
 

Summer Children’s Sunday Programs Come To An End 

September 3 marks the end of our summer programming for 

children, Kids In Church and Kidzone. Our regular Church School 

and Crib Room will begin again on September 10 (see below). 

Welcome Back! 
We look forward to once again seeing all of 

the children and youth of our church on 

Sunday, September 10. On that Sunday, 

Church School will begin, the third graders 

and other new students will be presented with 

Bibles, and we will recognize and commission our teachers for the 

2017~2018 school year. Church School photos will also be taken 

during class time. 

A Time To Share 

The children really enjoy a snack during their 

Church School class. We are asking each family 

to donate a half gallon bottle of juice and/or a 

snack (such as a box of pretzels, graham crackers 

or crackers). Your generosity is very much 

appreciated. 

Training Session for All Church School Teachers 

A teacher training session will be held on 
Thursday, September 7, from 7 ~ 9:30pm, 
in the Chapel Lounge for all Church School 
teachers. New teachers are asked to arrive 
at 6:30pm. A tour of the classrooms, 
building and resource center will be given 

at that time. A review of our Church School's curriculum, Shine, 
Living In God’s Light, as well as our first Bible Study session 
covering the first few weeks of class will begin at 7. 
 

Teachers are asked to pick up their curriculum prior to the 

September 7 meeting to allow time for review. It can be picked up 

by calling the Church Office between 9am ~ 3pm, Monday 

through Friday. Please bring the curriculum with you to the 

September 7 meeting. 

Give a Book to Celebrate a Special Occasion 

If you would like to honor your son or daughter 

(or any family member) on their birthday or 

other special occasion, why not consider 

donating a book or video to the church library in 

that person's name? A book plate honoring that 

person will be placed in the book or video.  

Church School Donations 

Thank you to all who have donated to our first ever Church School 
Wish List Drive. I am enjoying coming to church each week and 
having packages waiting for me! Thank you for your generosity.  

 

(continued in column on right) 

(continued from left column) 
  

Free will donations for needed Church School supplies will 
continue through September. Gift cards and monetary donations 
earmarked for Church School are always welcome. A list of 
suggested items follows, along with links for purchase. You can 
use the attached link for ordering many of the items:  
http://a.co/7jsRepp  
 

Please have the items sent to First Congregational Church, 125 
Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090. 
Thank you from Alida Woods and the Board of Christian 

Education 

Church School Wish List 
Gift Cards for Michael’s, AC Moore, Becker’s Teacher Store 
(Blue Star Shopping Center),   Oriental Trading, Costco 

Elmer’s Glue-All Multi-purpose Glue 

Avery Glue Sticks (Not Staples or Elmer’s) 
Tissue paper – Assorted Colors 

Card Stock Paper ONLY – Assorted colors (paper does not fade) 
Sharpie Markers – Fine & Medium – Black, Red, Blue (Not Paint 
Pens) 
Scotch Restickable Tabs (1”x1”) 
Blue Stik Reusable Adhesive Putty or Elmer’s Poster Tack 
(Reusable) 
Command Damage Free Hooks .5lb & larger ones &/or Assorted 
Pak 

Small Post-it Notes (1 3/8”x1 7/8”) Pastel colors 

Paper clips, Large & Small 
Staples Heavy weight poster board – 6 ply White (22x28) 
Papermate Sharpwriter #2 Mechanical Pencils 

Bic Round-Stic – medium #60 Black Pens 

Large Pads for Easel 
Gallon & Quart clear Ziplok or Hefty storage bags 

Snacks, Apple Juice, Water 
Monetary donations to be used to purchase needed supplies 
throughout the year. 
 

You can use the attached link for ordering many of the supply 

items: http://a.co/7jsRcpp 

 

Preview of This Quarter’s Shine: Living In God’s Light 
Curriculum for our Church School 
For our Early Childhood class (3 year old’s – Kindergarten), the 

Fall lessons open with the theme of “We go to church,” with 

psalms and stories celebrating worship, community, music and 

prayer as part of church life. These first four stories immediately 

link young children to the larger community of faith. For our 

Primary through Junior Youth children (Grade 1 – 8), the Fall 

lessons open with the story of Pentecost from Acts 2 and move 

into stories about the early church. These first four stories also 

immediately link children and youth to the larger community of 

faith. The quarter then steps back in time to the story of God’s 

creation in Genesis. Stories of the first families of Adam and Eve, 

Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob and Esau, and Joseph and his 

brothers emphasize God’s care and call to live peacefully with 

one another. 
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Next Deadline:  September 21 

 

Adult Studies Returns  
in October! 
 

 

 

Another year of numerous and diverse learning experiences for adults begins the 
week of October 3. We will once again present a wide range of opportunities for 
spiritual growth to meet as many different interests and learning styles as 
possible. This year will provide a mix of four or five-week "units", on-going 
series, and "one time" day or evening events such as forums, "field trips" of 
various types, guest speakers, etc. Look for the first of those later this fall. 
 

We will begin the year with two returning offerings: 
 

"Faith and the Front Page" Returns! 
 

Mondays: October 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 

7:30-8:30pm in Chapel Lounge 

 

Health Care. Climate Change. Charlottesville. North Korea. 
 

Once again, the summer generated a number of significant news events that have 
considerable spiritual and faith dimensions associated with them. 
 

Join us for lively, thoughtful, and important study and conversation on any or all 
of these five Monday evenings as we explore these issues and more. 
 

 

"Monthly Tuesday Night Prayer and Meditation" 

 

Tuesday: October 10  
7:30-8:30pm in Sanctuary 

 

Based on feedback from many members of our community, instead of holding 
two nights of Prayer and Meditation during four or five months of the year, we 
will attempt this year to do this once each month, usually on the second Tuesday. 
 

Members, friends and guests will have an opportunity to come together to learn 
about and share in a variety of prayer and meditative practices. These sessions 
will also include time for participants to offer their own prayer concerns. 
 

 


