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Friends... 
 

In a recent feature story for The Atlantic, Caitlin Flanagan, journalist and 
author of two books, examined the issue of what is currently acceptable to say 
on college campuses, and our society in general, through the lens of who 
colleges invite – and don't invite – to perform or speak.  Flanagan claims that 
most college campuses practice a “code” which prohibits speech, even jokes 
from comics, that is seen as inflammatory, offensive, or too stereotypical 
when it comes to groups that society has historically “marginalized”, such as 
people of color, women, gays, those who are transgender, and those of 
religions other than our nation’s dominant one, Christianity. 
 

While Flanagan is convinced that the large majority of students and 
administrators are genuinely open-minded and motivated by kindness and 
inclusivity, there are critical negative aspects to this newer form of 
“censorship”. One is that reputations and careers are frequently savaged and 
even ruined by a single comment that may very well have been misinterpreted 
or meant to be funny – but which violates the code.  Another is related to 
Freud’s psychological theories about repression.  The more we insist that a 
feeling, or thought must be repressed, the harder it will work to come out in 
other, and usually more unacceptable ways.  Flanagan believes it is no 
accident that as certain types of speech have become more and more 
repressed, there has appeared to be an increase in corresponding incidents 
which “push back” in disturbing ways, such as the video of a noxious racist 
chant by members of a University of Oklahoma fraternity last spring. 
 

Now let’s be clear. I am in no way suggesting that intentionally inflammatory 
speech should be applauded or is in any way admirable.  At the same time 
though, it must be remembered that to truly be people of faith, and to have 
any hope of bringing real acceptance and inclusivity into God’s world, we 
must be willing to engage – not suppress – even the speech and attitudes we 
find the most opposed to that vision – the speech and attitudes we find the 
least faithful.  We must not force it into the shadows, where it then becomes 
the kind of covert, “dog whistle” racism, sexism, etc. that the light of God’s 
call for equality, justice and inclusion has an even harder time penetrating.  
That is why we constantly insist on addressing our societies most sensitive 
issues on Sundays and in our Adult Studies program. 
 

This year, my hope is that we will work to become an even more intentional 
faith community when it comes to our culture’s most “difficult conversations” 
– ones about race, gender, sexual identity, immigration, and more.  Let us 
open our ears, minds and hearts to all voices, especially the ones we find most 
difficult to let in.  
 

 

Continued on page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, September 5 

There will be NO “First Saturday” worship at FCC in 
September.  “First Saturday” returns on October 3. 
 

Sunday, September 6 

Our Summer Sermon Series, “Relearning the Lord’s 
Prayer” concludes, and we welcome our former 
Associate Conference Minister, Rev. Sherry Taylor, as 
guest preacher and Worship leader for the morning.  
Rev. Taylor has been a great friend and supporter of 
FCC for many years, and we are pleased to have her 
back. 
 

Sunday, September 13 

“Welcome Back Sunday” 

It’s our annual “Welcome Back Sunday”, when we 
share in the presentation of Bibles to our third grade and 
other new students, commission our Church School staff 
as they begin another year of this vital ministry, 
celebrate the return of our Chancel Choir after a summer 
 

Continued on page 2 
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Autumn Glow 

Rev. Joy Mounts, Associate Minister 
 

September Light 
 

There is something about the light in the early fall, 

As the sun sets and a rose blue sky, 

Is reflected in its nightly goodbye. 

It is a light both full of promise, 

Whispering of the colors and softness of autumn's 

coming twilight. 

And also filled with a melancholy melody of summer 

memories, 

A reflected gold that reminds you of carefree days and 

endless summers. 

And a knowledge that they really don't last forever. 

We want them to, 

And don't. All at once. 

If they were all we knew, would they be as special? 

Hard to say. 

There are certainly moments when we would love to try. 

But the coming of the light of early fall, 

Warms those whose feet find them, 

Heading for welcoming classrooms, schedules and 

routines, 

Back to waiting offices, businesses, days filled with this 

and that. 

Back to the “normal” busyness of life. 

So it begins again. 

Summer, into fall and all that comes after. 

But for now, the September light calls, 

Softly reminding us to count our blessings, 

Store our memories 

And drink in the glow of a late summer sky. 

 

JEM 8/15 

 

I love the color of the sky this time of year.  I find it inspiring.  
Like a reminder of past blessings and the promise of coming 
opportunities waiting to be found.  We don’t want summer to end 
but we sometimes feel in a hurry to get to fall.  God knows all that 
we carry in our hearts as we do both.  Thank God for that.  As 
September rolls around – what memories of summer will you 
carry into fall that warm your heart and fuel your dreams?  What 
opportunities are you looking forward to with simmering 
excitement?  And how wonderful to know that God walks with us 
through it all! 
  

As you receive this issue, I will be celebrating my tenth 
anniversary here at FCC.  It is with a heart filled with gratitude 
that I say thank you for ten years of support, encouragement and 
friendship.  Worshipping, serving and ministering with you has 
been and continues to be a blessing beyond measure. 
  

Peace, 
Joy  

 

Senior Minister’s Message 

Continued from page 1 

 

As the Gospels remind us, Jesus engaged even those whose speech 
he found the most objectionable and the least faithful.  He did not 
suppress or censor it, or them.  
 

We can do the same.  We must.  For our society’s sake.  For God’s 
sake. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Mark 

Welcome to Worship 
Continued from page 1 

 

off, and join together in the Sacrament of Communion.  As a way 
to emphasize the priority Jesus placed on feeding those in need, we 
ask you to help commemorate Communion in a special way this 
day by bringing one or more non-perishable food items for the 
benefit of the many who come to our Food Pantry for assistance. 
 

Lastly, we invite you to complete this blessed morning by 
gathering for our annual “Welcome Back Brunch” in McCorison 
Hall immediately after Worship.  More on this event on page 8 . 
 

Sunday, September 20 

Long-time member and former Moderator, Scott Laird, will bless 
us with a “Stewardship Moment” during the morning’s Worship. 

 

Sunday, September 27 

Join us as we formally bless and dedicate our new “Paraments” – 
the cloths that adorn the Communion table, lectern and pulpit in 
our Sanctuary.  More on these in the item on page 6. 
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Adult Studies Returns in 
October! 

 

Another year of numerous and 
diverse learning experiences for 
adults begins the week of 
October 5.  We once again 

present a wide range of opportunities for spiritual growth to meet 
as many different interests and learning styles as possible.  Several 
of our offerings will be in the form of four or five-week “units” 
which will meet Monday and Tuesday nights, while several others 
will be “one time” day or evening opportunities, such as forums, 
“field trips” of various types, guest speakers, etc.  Look for the 
first of those later this fall. 
 

In addition, we are considering for the first time a year-long 
opportunity that would allow for in-depth spiritual growth through 
an interactive small group or groups.  See the article in the right-
hand column of this page. 
 

We will begin the year though, with two five-week units: 
 

“Faith and the Front Page” 

 

Mondays: October 5, 12, 19, 26 and November 2 

7:30-8:30pm in Chapel Lounge 

 

The nuclear treaty with Iran.  Black Lives Matter.  Same sex 
marriage upheld by the Supreme Court.  The rise of Donald 
Trump!  Once again, the summer generated several significant 
news events.  How does and can our faith inform our opinions on 
the difficult topics of our time? 

 

Join us for lively and thoughtful study and conversation as we 
explore these issues in our annual five-week series, "Faith and the 
Front Page". 
 

“Religious Fervor – The First and Second Great Awakenings” 

 

Tuesdays: October 6, 13, 20, 27 and November 3 

7:30-8:30pm in Chapel Lounge 

 

During these five weeks we will examine the two major religious 
revivals in the U.S. which had a profound effect on established 
Protestant denominations and brought about the creation of new 
ones, The United Church of Christ, among them.  Come and find 
out how those “Great Awakenings” continue to influence us today. 
 

 

Year-Long Spiritual Opportunity 

 

An additional “Adult Studies” opportunity! 
 

We would like to look into offering one year-long small group 
program which would meet weekly most, but not every week, 
from October or November until June.  Participants would be 
asked to commit to each other by being present regularly. 
 

Based upon interest and feedback that has been expressed to us 
over the last few years, we are considering two possibilities for 
this year: 
 

Adult Confirmation—Over the years many of our adults have 
remarked how interesting our Confirmation program for high 
school students is and how they wished they had had or could 
have a similar opportunity.  Well, here’s your chance!  Just 
like our high school students, over the course of several 
months, participants will engage in a combination of in-depth 
Bible Study, service opportunities, exposure to other faiths, 
and shared meals and other social gatherings. 

 

Exploring Prayer—Another topic many have expressed a desire 
to become more deeply engaged with is prayer. This 
opportunity would involve participants spending several 
months learning about and practicing the wide range of 
approaches to prayer that have developed in Christianity over 
its history, with a special emphasis on contemplative or 
meditative prayer. 

 

Please provide any feedback, questions, concerns and expressions 
of interest you have to Mark from now through the month of 
September.  At that point, we will determine if there is enough 
interest to proceed, and if so, with which topic. 

 

Save the Date.   
Women Unlimited!  

 

Our first meeting of the year will 
be October 9, in Patton 
Auditorium at 7pm.  Come out 
and join the ladies of the church 
for a fun, entertaining evening.  
Look in the Sunday Morning   
Announcements for program 
information. 
 

 

For those of you who don’t know what Women Unlimited is:  We 
are a social group that meets at the church about once a month.  
We are open to women of all ages, church members, friends, and 
guests.  It is a great opportunity to get better acquainted and make 
some new friends.  If you have any questions or suggestions, 
please call or see Lori Bierman at (908) 347-9031. 

 

 

Bridges Lunch Brigade!  
 

Please join us on Friday, September 11 at 
9:30am in Coe to help make 84 bag 
lunches for the homeless.  All are 
welcome!  For any questions, contact 
Bridget Andersen at (917) 670-0951. 
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A Message from your  
Stewardship Committee 

 

 

 

 

Definition of Stewardship 

 

stew·ard·ship (noun \'stü-ard-ship, styü-; st(y)urd-\) 
 

1. the office, duties, and obligations of a steward  
 

2. the conducting, supervising, or managing of 
something; especially the careful and responsible 
management of something entrusted to one's care  

 

+++ 

 

Stewardship from a faith perspective means “belonging to 
God”–all that we are and all that we have comes from God.  
We are grateful to God for it all, and responsible to God for 
how we use it. 
 

What identifies a steward?  Safeguarding material and human 
resources and using them responsibly is one answer; so is 
generous giving of time, talent, and treasure.  But being a 
Christian steward means this and more.  As Christian stewards, 
we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, 
share them lovingly in justice with others, and return them 
with increase to the Lord.  
 

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as 
good stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 4:10).  
 

Please take a moment to consider a sampling of the many 
programs and activities that your pledge dollars support: 
 

• Numerous local community and international outreach 
programs 

• A music program second to none 

• A thriving youth ministry 

• Adult and youth education 

• Pastoral care, counseling and visitation 

• Inspiring weekly worship services 

• Maintenance and upkeep of our wonderful facilities 

 

We are truly blessed.  Let us all be good stewards of God’s 
many gifts. 

Our choirs are starting up  
for the new season! 

 

If you or your child would be interested in 
singing with us, speak to Barbara Thomson or 
just come to the first rehearsal.  All are 
welcome! 
  
Chancel Choir (high school and adults) 
First rehearsal Thursday, September 10, 7:30pm 
in Patton.  Some music reading ability is helpful.  
Wine and cheese and summer pictures! 

  
Leyden Choir (3-6th grades) 
First rehearsal Monday, September 21, 3:30-4:15pm in Patton.  Ice 
cream! 
  
Pilgrim Singers (K-2nd grades) 
First rehearsal Thursday, September 17, 3:30-4:00pm in Patton.  
More ice cream! 
  
Bell Choir (middle high through adult) 
Sunday, September 20, after church in the Upper Room. Some 
music reading ability is helpful.  Sorry, no wine, cheese, or ice 
cream.  But you can fortify yourself first at coffee hour! 
  
If you have any questions or would like to arrange a ride for your 
child, please contact Barbara Thomson at Bctbct@aol.com. 

Readers and Riders 

 

September 17- Lunch Picnic 

 

Ignore the bugs and threatening thunderstorms – It's time to 
‘picnic’ in Patton Auditorium.  Bring your appetite and favorite 
dish to the Readers and Riders Welcome Back Picnic at noon on 
Thursday, September 17.  We’re planning activities, and we need 
an idea for November...who’s got a good one? 

 

Please call Laura Berzofsky at (908) 232-6516 or her answering 
machine at (908) 232-0169 by September 15 to let us know what 
you are preparing. 

 

Mark your calendars: 
 

Thursday, October 1 

Outing to Morven in Princeton, NJ 

Call Bev Heinrich at (908) 233-8656 to sign up 
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Church School News 
 

September 6 – Family Worship Service 

 

A Family Worship Service will be offered on September 6. 
Children four-years-old through Senior High and their families 
are invited to remain in church for the entire worship 
celebration.  Worshipping together is one of the greatest gifts 
you can give your children. It is by worshipping together that 
we teach our children the value of it!  
 

Child care for children up to three-years-old will be offered in 
the Crib Room. 
 

 

Welcome Back! 
 

We look forward once again to seeing 
all of the children and youth of our 
church on Sunday, September 13.  On 
that Sunday, Church School will 
begin, the third graders and other new 
students will be presented with their 
Bibles, and we will recognize and commission our teachers for 
the 2015-2016 school year. 
 

Church School photos will also be taken during class time. 
Parents of infants and toddlers are asked to meet their children 
in the Crib Room after worship so that they may have their 
pictures taken with their children. 
 

A Time To Share 

 

The children really enjoy a snack during their Church School 
class. We are asking each family to donate a half gallon bottle 
of juice and/or a snack (such as a box of pretzels, graham 
crackers or crackers). Your consideration is very much 
appreciated. 
 

 

Training Session for All Church School Teachers 

 

A teacher training session will be 
held on Thursday, September 10, 
from 7-9:30pm, in the Chapel 
Lounge for all Church School 
teachers.  New teachers are asked to 
arrive at 6:30pm.  A tour of the 
classrooms, building and resource 
center will be given.  A review of our Church School’s 
curriculum, Shine, Living In God’s Light, as well as our first 
Bible Study session concerning the first few weeks of class 
will also be provided. 
 

Teachers are asked to pick up their curriculum prior to the 
September 10 meeting to allow time for review.  It can be 
picked up by calling the Church Office between 9am-3pm, 
Monday through Friday.  Please bring the curriculum with you 
to the September 10 teachers’ meeting. 

 

Continued above right-hand column 

Setting The Course For A Lifetime Of  
Learning @Compass Schoolhouse 

 

We’re looking forward to beginning our first full 
year as Compass SchoolHouse!  With the help of 
FCC, A Paul Contracting, and the staff and 
parents of CSH, Compass is ready for its first day 
of school on Monday, September 14. 
 

There was a lot of activity in the McCorison hallways over the 
summer.  Thanks to FCC, we have expanded the size of the school, 
added new classes, new equipment and new staff, spruced up the 
hallways, launched our new website, enhanced our curriculum and 
programs, and more! 
 

We've also teamed up with FCC’s Youth Fellowship to support the 
Bridges program.  Compass students will be decorating the paper 
bags that contain meals to be distributed to those in need at the 
September and October Bridges outings.  Character Counts @CSH! 
 

A busy and exciting summer indeed!  And we are SO ready for the 
start of the school year! 

Church School News 
Continued from left column 

 

Give a Book to Celebrate a Special Occasion 

 

If you would like to honor your son or daughter (or any family 
member) on their birthday or other special occasion, why not 
consider donating a book or video to the church library in that 
person's name? A book plate honoring that person will be placed in 
the book or video. 

A note of thanks from Heifer International 
 

Thank you First Congregational Church of Westfield for the 
wonderful gift that the Church School raised through Fill-the-Ark, 
Read-to-Feed and a cake auction!  Your dedicated and generous 
support of Heifer makes it possible for children to have a daily 
source of nutrition, for women to receive training in the care of 
livestock, for families to generate an income, and for communities 
to build sustainable lives in a healthy environment.  Your gifts keep 
on giving as Heifer partners pass-on their animals’ offspring, 
training, joy and dignity.  Manamaya Nepali expresses the sincere 
gratitude of our partners around the world:  “I am extremely 
grateful to Heifer for helping my family increase our income and 
have a prosperous life.” Thank you First Congregational Church of 
Westfield for being partners in our work since 1978! 
 

Thank you for your part in ending hunger and poverty in the 
world!  
 

Yours for a better world, 
 

Valerie Danzey, Heifer Community Engagement Coordinator for 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania 

 

Since 1978, FCC has contributed $46,785.99 to  
Heifer International.  
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Youth Fellowship Kick-Off 
 

Calling all students from 6th grade to 12th 
grade; it’s time for YF to start again!  Youth 
Fellowship will kick-off of the 2015–2016 
year with a Bridges Run on Saturday, 

September 19.  We will have our first meeting of the new year on 
Sunday, September 13 to go over upcoming events, meetings and 
activities, including the plans for the Bridges Run.  All YF 
members and their parents are invited to this meeting.  All YF 
members should look for a card being sent to them with more 
details.  Also, YF Leaders will receive emails asking them to 
once again sign up to help organize and run most of the YF 
meetings.  There is a lot of fun and fellowship being planned–so 
keep your eyes peeled for emails about upcoming meetings and 
events. 
 

September Youth Fellowship Schedule 

 

Sunday, September 13 

 5pm—YF Meeting for all youth and parents 

 

Friday, September 18 

 7pm—Sandwich and bag lunch making 

 

Saturday, September 19 

 9:30am—Meet to go to Summit for our Bridges Run 
 to Newark 

 

Sunday, September 20 

 No YF Meeting 

 

Sunday, September 27 

 5pm—YF Activity - TBD 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation 2015-2016: The Journey Begins! 
 

The journey toward Confirmation for the class of 2014-2015 will 
begin on Sunday, September 27 with a required meeting for the 
students and their parents from 11:30am – 12:30pm in the 
Chapel Lounge. 
 

All 9th Grade students are invited to participate in this special year 
of exploring faith in greater depth through films and music; 
learning about the fascinating, puzzling, funny, challenging and 
powerfully life-changing stories of the Bible; visits to other 
Christian and non-Christian places of worship; time spent working 
on outreach issues; sharing in meals, concerts, movies and games; 
and joining together for at least one overnight retreat. 
 

Many of our sessions throughout the year will take place from 
11:30am – 12:30pm on Sundays.  However, there will also be a 
number of occasions when an activity will require getting together 
on other days and times.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mark or Joy 
at any time.  Get ready to think, move, feel, work, laugh and 
grow! 
 

Below is the schedule for the first few weeks of Confirmation 
sessions.  Each month’s tentative schedule will be printed in the 
Congregationalist that becomes available at the end of the 
previous month, as well as emailed to students and parents: 
 

Confirmation Schedule – September/October 

 

Sunday, September 27 

Required meeting for Confirmands and parents 

11:30am – 12:30pm in Chapel Lounge 

 

Sunday, October 4 

 11:30am Class – Dr. Boyea’s office 
 

Sunday, October 11 

 11:30am Class – Dr. Boyea’s office 
 

Sunday, October 18 

 11:30am Lunch at Westfield Diner with mentors 
 

Friday, October 23 

 7:00pm Sandwich/bag lunch making for Bridges 
 

Saturday, October 24 

 10:30am Bridges Run – Newark YMCA 
 

Sunday, October 25 

 No Class 

New Paraments Have Arrived! 
 

After several months of discussion, 
research, fundraising and fine-tuning 
involving the Board of Deacons, Joy, Mark 
and our lay leaders, we have acquired new 
paraments for our Sanctuary. These cloths 
for the Communion table, pulpit and lectern 
represent and come in different colors for 
the different seasons of the church year, 
such as Ordinary Time, Advent and Lent. 
 

The four sets of paraments will be available 
for viewing in September, and the first new 
set will be in place in the Sanctuary on 
Welcome Back Sunday. Lastly, we will 
officially bless the paraments during 
Worship on Sunday, September 27. 
 

Lastly, special gratitude is in order for those 
who led this effort: Joe Quinn, Lyn Kelman, 
Judi Thompson, Karen Goeggler and Rev. 
Joy Mounts. 
 

We hope you will appreciate these new additions to our Worship 
environment.   



The Congregationalist 7 

Chicago—The Mission Trip 

 

On Sunday, July 26, twenty-two youth and eleven adult 
chaperones headed to Chicago, Illinois to work with The DOOR 
Project (Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection). 
We had an amazing week of service, learning from wonderful and 
inspiring speakers, hearing stories that moved us, and seeing 
Chicago and the face of God in the city.  We worked at a variety 
of places, from a restaurant that feeds the hungry when it is closed 
to the public on Monday’s, a nursing home, packing boxes for the 
low income elderly, several urban gardens, helping with a food 
shelter/outreach program for those dealing with HIV/Aids, helping 
run programs for children in several Safe Haven and VBS 
programs, and more.   
 

We traveled to our work sites using the city transit system, both 
buses and the “EL” (elevated trains). We met many amazing 
people and were moved by their stories. We stayed at the First 
Church of the Brethren on South Central Park Blvd, a historic 
Civil Rights church where Dr. Martin Luther King once had an 
office.   
 

For fun, we had our picture taken 
by The Cloud Gate sculpture 
(Bean) in Millennium Park, had 
dinner and saw the fireworks off 
the Navy Prier, went up to see The 
Ledge in the Willis (Sears) Tower, 
took a River and Lake tour in a 
speedboat and had dinner at a fun 
fifties style diner.  The week flew 
by! 
 

We can’t wait to tell you more about our adventures and 
experiences during our Congregation Thank You Lunch on 
Sunday, November 1.  Below are some thoughts about our  week 
in Chicago from a few of the students who participated. As 
always, thanks for all of your support and prayers for our Summer 
Mission Trip! 
 

Michael Bonnell—The Mission Trip this year was probably my 
favorite out of the three I’ve been on.  From working at the Turkey 
Chop Restaurant, to helping out at the MAC Warehouse and 
cleaning up Garfield Park,  I’m going to miss the wonderful city 
of Chicago and the people I helped. 
 

Joey Elkin—What I liked was all of the stories of the people who 
worked at the sites and the stories of the work sites that we 
worked in. 
 

Laurel Elkin—I loved serving in Chicago.  I enjoyed learning 
about the organizations and people that help the needy citizens of 
Chicago.  It was also incredible to see the difference between 
downtown Chicago and where we stayed on the west side.  
Spending nearly a week in Chicago makes me very excited to go 
on another mission trip! 
 

Continued above right column 

Isabella Gelfand—The mission trip to Chicago was an amazing 
experience.  We had a unique opportunity to observe the 
devastating effects of poverty and racism while meeting the 
inspiring people working to make their community a better place.  
I felt the work we did was meaningful, and I will never forget the 
kind words of the people at Vital Bridges and the children at the 
Carpenter’s House.  This has helped me to become more grateful 
for all the opportunities I take for granted. 
 

Samantha Gorman—I personally think that this was the best 
mission trip yet.  I thought the area we were in was as real as we 
could get it, so it was able to really open our eyes to who we 
were helping.  Also the juxtaposition between downtown 
Chicago and Garfield Park was crazy.  
 

Alison Jaruzelski—This was probably one of my favorite 
mission trips.  It was a really good learning experience.  I learned 
so much about the realities of poverty and inequality in America.  
I loved really living in Chicago for the week, taking the public 
transportation everywhere, and meeting the people at all of the 
work sites.  Even though most of our work wasn’t very 
challenging or sometimes seemed like we didn’t do much I could 
tell by the reactions of those we helped that the little bit we did 
made a big difference. 
 

Jonathan Saminiski—The mission trip to Chicago was very eye 
opening as to what truly goes on outside of the town I live in.  It 
was an experience that has helped redefine my opinion of the 
United States and what matters in my country.  
 

Giavanna Schifando—Chicago was a great experience for me.  
At Ada Niles I met some really nice people with Alzheimers.  I 
loved doing their nails.  The garden was really pretty and it made 
me appreciate having gardeners. The food pantry was hard work 
but it paid off because we made meal boxes for many people.  
The speakers and the work taught me that I have it easy.  Overall, 
I loved Chicago and can’t wait to go on the mission trip next 
year! 
 

Ani Hsu Obrock—This year’s mission trip was great!  It was 
interesting to learn about the residents’ inability to buy nutritious 
food, due to Chicago's inner-city “food desert”.  I was shocked 
that some residents haven’t seen a blueberry before, or that kale 
wasn’t sold in their grocery stores.  I met very inspiring people, 
and learned a lot. 
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Mini Mission—Bridges Run 

 

On Friday, August 14, twenty-two students and adults gathered in 
the sanctuary for the first FCC multi-generational Bible Study and 
Mini-Mission trip.  We had a wonderful discussion about the 
story of the feeding of the 5,000 from the Gospel of Matthew.  
Then after dinner we gathered in Loomis to put together 300 bag 
lunches. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, August 15, twelve FCC members headed, with our 
bag lunches, to Summit to meet the Bridges truck and then onto 
two different locations in Newark–Edison Place (sidewalk food 
distribution site) and Harmony House (temporary transition 
housing for homeless families) After we returned to Westfield, 
we went to the diner for lunch and to debrief the Bridges Run and 
program.   

This event replaced Vacation Bible School and was a new direction 
for our CE program in terms of summer educational opportunities.  
Everyone agreed that it had been a big success. More multi-
generational programs are being planned for the future. 

Welcome Back Brunch 

 

Another reason not to miss “Welcome 
Back Sunday”! 
 

Join us for our fifth annual “Welcome Back 
Sunday Brunch” in McCorison Hall 
immediately after the 10am worship 
celebration on Sunday, September 13. 
 

Bill Woods, Bob Evans and crew will once 
again be whipping up scrambled eggs.  
Bagels, cereal, juice, and other beverages 
will be provided as well.  However, in 
order to enhance the spirit of community this event is intended to 
foster, we ask you to also bring a favorite breakfast/brunch food 
item to share with others. 
 

So please plan on heading down to McCorison after worship on 
September 13 to enjoy a terrific meal and reconnect with friends 
you may not have seen for a bit. 
 

If possible though, for planning purposes we would greatly 
appreciate it if you would contact the Church Office by Thursday, 
September 10 to let us know if you will be attending as well as 
what food items you plan to bring. 
 

See you on the 13th. 
 

Volunteers Needed to Provide Meals for 
Homeless Families 

 

The Board of Outreach is seeking volunteers to 
prepare and deliver meals (or parts of a meal) to 
the Presbyterian Church in Westfield, which is 
hosting several homeless families for two weeks 
beginning September 20.  FCC has been 
supporting this very much needed effort for 
several years and we would like to continue 
providing this service.  We have pledged to deliver dinner for 
about 12-15 people on five days, Sunday, Sept 27 through 
Thursday, Oct 1.  If you would like to volunteer , you may 
contact either Michel Chartrain at (908) 654-4459 or 
mcmichart3@gmail.com, or Ruth Indelicato at (908) 376-8886 or 
ruth566@live.com.   
 

If possible, please volunteer online by following these steps:   
Go to www.signupgenius.com → Find a Sign Up →Search by 
email →FCCoutreach2015@gmail.com. 
 

If you have volunteered in the past, we thank you very much and 
encourage you to consider volunteering again.  If you are 
considering this for the first time and are unsure about logistics 
and arrangements, please contact us.  An information/sign-up table 
will be available in Patton Hall during Coffee Hour a few Sundays 
in September. 
 

Thank you for supporting this important local outreach ministry of 
our church. 
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In February, The Board of Christian Invitation wanted to learn 
more from our congregation about your relationship with First 
Congregational Church.  We utilized an online survey with 
reporting that was completely anonymous.  Everyone in our 
congregation was invited to participate in the voluntary survey, and 
emailed the survey link to answer three questions.  The goal was to 
refine our promotional message and to enable FCC to continue to 
thrive and prosper. 
 

Question #1: How did you first learn or discover FCC of 
Westfield? 

 

 

 

Your answers to this question revealed that we are the most 
important factor in helping our church community to grow, thrive 
and prosper.  Our ability to communicate to a friend or family 
member why they should to check out FCC is the best way to 
promote our church. 
 

Question #2:  How long did you attend FCC before joining? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many members made the decision to join FCC within one year, 
while others either needed to wait or did not feel a need to 
formally join. Some expressed an interest in joining FCC in a 
more private setting.  Therefore, further discussions are taking 
place about options to the formal membership ceremony. 
 

Question #3: What comes to mind as to why you return to 
FCC? 

 

 

There are a variety of reasons why we keep coming back to 
FCC.  The top three are that we value Mark and Joy as our 
spiritual and church community leaders; listening to relevant and 
inspiring sermons; and connecting with other church members 
friends and family.  These relationships, that are formed through 
activities and events over years act like a magnet to bring us 
back.  Mark will touch on this theme in his Welcome Back 
Sunday Message scheduled for September 13.   
 

We encourage your feedback and appreciate all those who took 
the time to share your thoughts and comments.   

‘Survey Says’ 
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Next Deadline:  September 15 

Come Share Your Beliefs & Learn About Ours! 
 

The Board of Chris�an Invita�on 

invites you to join us for 

 

Bagels & Beliefs 
 

An opportunity to learn more about 

the history and mission of 

First Congregaonal Church 

 

Sunday, October 4 

11:30 a.m. 

in McCorison Center 

 
Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea, Rev. Joy Mounts 

and Church School Superintendent Alida Woods 

will provide background on FCC’s faith prac�ces 

and answer ques�ons in an informal se0ng.   

Childcare is available. 

 
Please RSVP by September 30 

to the church office  —  (908) 233-2494 or 

uccfcc@verizon.net 


