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Friends... 
 

WARNING! 
 

FALL IS COMING! 
 

Actually I love Fall. 
 

I love the colors. I love the air. I love the return of football. I love 
Oktoberfest. And I love the start of us being back together as a full spiritual 
community after the slower, lighter summer pace and presence. But at the 
same time, it is remarkably easy to move from that Summer state to one of 
physical and mental “overdrive” once Fall arrives; easy to begin constantly 
feeling time and task pressured; easy to move through days in a kind of 
mindless auto-pilot: 
 

Work; School; Evening Meetings; Sports or Music practice; Meals on the 
go; Insufficient sleep and exercise. 
 

Lather, Rinse, Repeat. 
 

What we think is gained in productivity and achievement (which is highly 
debatable itself according to much research), often comes at the expense of 
experiencing life at a deeper level; embracing peace of mind; living with a 
sense of Contentment. 
 

In that regard, and as we enter another Fall, I invite you to consider this 
little story taken from Max Lucado’s devotional “Grace for the Moment”: 
 

In our world, Contentment is a strange street vendor, roaming slowly from 
house to house, offering his wares: an hour of peace, a smile of 
acceptance, a sigh of relief. 
 

When I asked Contentment why so few welcomed him into their homes, the 
answer left me convicted.  
 

“I charge a high price, you know. I ask people to trade in their schedules, 
frustrations, and anxieties. You’d think I’d have more buyers. But people 
seem strangely proud of their stress and headaches.” 
 

May this Fall, and the entire year, bring you not just a sense of 
accomplishment, but just as importantly, contentment.  
 

Blessings, 
 

Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

Saturday, September 1 

As usual, there will be NO "First Saturday" worship at 
FCC in September. "First Saturday" returns on October 6 at 
5:30pm in the Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday, September 2 

On this Labor Day weekend, member Terry Van Liew will 
bless us with the morning’s Message, with Rev. Mounts 
serving as Worship leader. 
 

Sunday, September 9 - "Welcome Back Sunday" 

It's our annual "Welcome Back Sunday", when we share in 
the presentation of Bibles to our third grade and other new 
students, commission our Church School staff as they 
begin another year of this vital ministry, celebrate the 
return of our esteemed Chancel Choir after a summer off, 
and join together in the Sacrament of Communion. As a 
way of emphasizing the priority Jesus placed on feeding 
people both physically and spiritually, we ask you to help 
commemorate Communion in a special way this day by 
bringing one or more non-perishable food items for the 
benefit of the many who come to our Food Pantry for 
assistance.  
 

Then, immediately following Worship, we invite you to 
complete this special morning by gathering for our annual 
"Welcome Back Brunch" in Patton Auditorium. More on 
this event on page 3. 

(continued on page 2) 
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Associate Minister’s Message 

Rev. Joy Mounts  
 

Here Comes September 

Once again the seasons have turned, and fall has arrived. It 
might not quite feel like it but it is here. And with it comes 
Welcome Back Sunday, the start of school, programs at the 
church gear up again, the leaves begin to turn, and hopefully 
there will be a crispness in the air. There may also be a 
feeling of sadness or regret over things not done during the 
summer. But there is also a feeling of excitement as to what 
the fall and all of its adventures will bring. 
 

That is how life feels sometimes – regret over things not done 
or said, or help not given. Excitement over where life is 
taking you or what adventures have been yet to be 
experienced. Below are two poems that express both of these 
possibilities. They express the paradox of September.  
 

In the middle of all of this, it is comforting to know that God 
is with us as we experience both the highs and lows of life. As 
we wonder where the mountaintop moments are or long to 
stay there. In all the seasons of our lives, God walks with us. 
This is reassuring, encouraging, and inspiring. We need to 
hold on to that with open hands and open hearts as we boldly 
walk into all the adventures that September and beyond. 
 

 

Peace, 
 

 

Joy 

 

 

 

September 

Lucy Maud Montgomery 

 

Lo! a ripe sheaf of many golden days, 
Gleaned by the year in autumn's harvest ways,  
With here and there, blood-tinted as an ember,  
Some crimson poppy of a late delight, 
Atoning in its splendor for the flight, 
Of summer blooms and joys- 
This is September.  
 

 

Autumn Day  
Rainer Maria Rilke 1902 – translated by Edward 
Snow 1991 

 

Lord: it is time. The summer was immense, 
Lay your long shadows on the sundials, 
and on the meadows let the winds go free. 
Command the last fruits to be full; 
give them just two more southern days, 
urge them on to completion and chase 

the last sweetness into the heavy wine. 
Who has no house now, will never build one. 
Who is alone now, will long remain so, 
will stay awake, read, write long letters 

and will wander restlessly up and down 

the tree-lines streets, when the leaves are drifting. 

(continued from page 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 16 

We are blessed to celebrate the Baptism of Jack Laird Mitchell, a 
fourth generation FCC child - son of Emma (Laird) and Kevin 
Mitchell; grandson of long-time members Scott and Anne Laird; 
great grandson of Chuck Woodward. 
 

Sunday, September 23 

We begin our Annual Stewardship season. This year’s theme is “The 
Four F’s: Faith, Family, Fellowship and Foundations”. On this day, 
the emphasis will be on “Faith”. 
 

Sunday, September 30 

The focus will be on the second “F” of this year’s Stewardship 
theme - “Family” - with a reflection on that topic from Whitney 
McCullam. And fittingly, with a focus on “Family”, we are blessed 
to celebrate our second Baptism of the month - this time for Henry 
Woods Mikulsky, son of Sara (Woods) Mikulsky and Ryan 
Mikulsky, and grandson of long-time members Alida and Bill 
Woods. 

NO CONFIRMATION 
CLASS IN 2018-19 

 

 

 

 

We regret to announce that there will be no Confirmation Class at 
FCC this year. Unfortunately, of the eligible members of the 9th 
grade class, only one has been active in our community over the last 
several years. 
 

Confirmation will definitely return with another strong class next 
year. 

Church Office 

Normal Business Hours  
Resume 

 

Normal business hours for the Church Office 
will resume on Tuesday, September 4.  The Church Office is open 
from 9:00am to 3:00pm, Monday through Friday.  To contact the 
Church Office, please call 908-233-2494 or email 
uccfcc@verizon.net. 
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Welcome Back Sunday   
September 9 

Save the date!  
 

This year's annual "Welcome Back 
Sunday" celebration will take place 
on Sunday, September 9. Join us as 

we gather together as a full community after another summer of 
(hopefully) travel and rest.  
 

During the morning's 10am Worship, we will hold the traditional 
presentation of Bibles to our third grade and other students, 
commission our Church School staff as they begin another year of 
this vital ministry, celebrate the return of our esteemed Chancel 
Choir, and share in the Sacrament of Communion.  
 

As part of our recalling the priority that Jesus placed on feeding those 
in need, we ask that you help us commemorate Communion and the 
start of a new fall together by bringing one or more non-perishable 
food items for donation to our FCC Food Pantry. 
 

Then lastly, we invite and encourage you to complete this blessed 
morning by staying after Worship for our annual "Welcome Back 
Sunday Brunch" in Patton Auditorium. More details below. 

 

 

Adult Studies 
Returns in October! 
 

Another year of numerous and 
diverse learning experiences for adults begins the week of 
October 1. We will, as always, present a wide range of 
opportunities for spiritual growth to meet as many different 
interests and learning styles as possible. You can expect a 
mix of four or five-week "units", on-going series, and "one 
time" day or evening events such as forums, "field trips" of 
various types, guest speakers, etc.  
 

We will begin the year with two offerings: 
 

"In the Beginning: Genesis, Then and Now" 

 

Mondays: October 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 

7:30-8:30pm in Wightman Chapel Lounge 

 

The first eleven chapters of Genesis contain several of the 
most well-known and foundational stories of the Bible, such 
as the Creation stories, Cain and Abel, and Noah’s Ark. 
These chapters are referred to by many scholars as the “Pre 
History” texts, in that they reflect both an awareness of and 
attempt to understand some of the fundamental human 
questions: 
 

How did we get here? 

Why are we here? 

Why are there suffering and violence? 

Where is God in all this? 

 

Over the course of this five-week unit, we will explore 
some of these renowned stories, emphasizing the larger 
questions they point to, as well as how they might help us 
answer those questions for ourselves in our time. 
 

 

"Tuesday Night Prayer and Meditation" 

 

Tuesday: October 9  
7:30-8:30pm in Sanctuary 

 

Members, friends and guests will have an opportunity to 
come together to learn about and share in a variety of prayer 
and meditative practices on the second Tuesday (usually) of 
each month. These sessions will also include time for 
participants to offer their own prayer intentions. 

Welcome Back Brunch 

 

Another reason not to miss  
“Welcome Back Sunday”! 

 

Join us for our annual “Welcome Back Sunday 
Brunch” in Patton Auditorium immediately 
after the 10am worship celebration on Sunday, 
September 9. 
 

Once again we will be whipping up scrambled eggs. Bagels, cereal, 
juice, and other beverages will be provided as well. In order to en-
hance the spirit of community this event is intended to foster though, 
we ask you to also bring a favorite breakfast/brunch food item to 
share with others. 
 

So please plan on heading to Patton Auditorium after Worship on 
September 9 to enjoy a fine meal and reconnect with friends you may 
not have seen for a bit. 
 

If possible though, for planning purposes we would greatly appreciate 
it if you would contact the Church Office by Thursday, September 6 
to let us know if you will be attending, as well as what food items you 
plan to bring. 
 

See you on the 9th. 
Mission Trip 2018 

Thank You Lunch 

Save the Date! 
 

The Mission Trip partici-
pants would like to invite 

the congregation to the Annual Mission Trip Thank You 
Lunch on Sunday, November 4 at 11:30am in Patton Audi-
torium. More details will be in the Sunday Morning An-
nouncements and through email. Please come so that we can 
thank you in person for all of your prayers and support as 
well as tell you all about our many adventures in North Car-
olina. Sign-ups will begin in October.  

Save the Date - October Surprise!! 
Saturday, October 27, 2018  

7pm-9pm  
 

Doors open at 6:30pm  
Cabaret Show & Basket/Raffle Auction-- 

Desserts & Coffee 

 

                             Please invite friends and family. 
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September Communion 
Offering 

 

Our Communion offering for 
September will support the 
Elizabeth Coalition.  
 

“We’re on a mission to help the 
homeless and near homeless by 
giving people the tools and 
support they need to live healthy, 

self-sufficient lives.Three ways that you can help: donate - a 
donation today will give a child a safe place to sleep tonight; 
volunteer - be the change you want to see in the word; educate 
- learn more about homelessness, it may not be what you think 
it is. “ (The Elizabeth Coalition) 
 

Established in 1981 in response to the mounting needs of 
individuals and families in Union County who were homeless or 
near-homeless, the Coalition was one of the first organizations to 
advocate on behalf of homeless people in the State of New Jersey. 
It has since helped thousands of people each year gain shelter, 
rental assistance, rent subsidies and permanent housing. Their 
mission is to serve the immediate needs of the homeless and near 
homeless, empower people with tools to transition to safe, 
affordable, permanent housing, and advocate for people to achieve 
housing equity and participate in the larger community. 
 

On Sunday, March 13, 2011 FCC kicked off its church-wide 
involvement with “Elizabeth Coalition Day". Our FCC community 
continues to be a supporter of the service and programs of the 
Elizabeth Coalition by providing clothing, supplies, food, financial 
support, and various volunteer efforts throughout the year. For 
more information on how you can get involved with the Elizabeth 
Coalition, please contact a member of the Board of Outreach, Joy 
or Mark. 

WaySharers - For more info about this program call Cynthia 
Mathis (908) 233-0180. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dublin International Choral Festival 
We are excited that members of our Chancel Choir will be par-
ticipating in the Dublin International Choral Festival next 
March!  They will be singing in a massed choir which will pre-
sent several movements of Handel's Messiah as well as a new 
piece commissioned for the occasion. 
 

The trip will be from March 20-25, 2019, and members of the 
congregation are welcome to join us for a memorable experi-
ence. The trip will include guided tours of Dublin, including 
visits to sites related to Handel's first performance of the Messi-
ah, a full-day bus trip out into County Wicklow to visit charm-
ing seaside villages, the Glendalough monastic site, and the 
famous Powerscourt Gardens. The concert itself will take place 
in beautiful St. Patrick's Cathedral, the largest and tallest church 
in Ireland, and there is plenty of time built into the schedule for 
shopping and pub-crawling! 
 

The tentative per-person cost (final price will be based on the 
number of participants) is $1481 for the hotel, meals, excur-
sions, etc., and approximately $700 for the airfare.  All break-
fasts and several dinners are included in the price.  The program 
is run by Music Contact International, the organization which 
ran our previous choir tours to Leipzig, Germany, and Salzburg, 
Austria.  They provide professional staff and guides to take care 
of hotel arrangements, airport transfers, plane reservations, etc.  
They also have an installment payment plan available. 
 

If you are interested in joining us for this wonderful tour, or for 
further information, please speak to Barbara Thomson.  We will 
have a wonderful time, and the more the merrier! 

 

 

 

Heifer International Gratitude 

 

 

 

We received the following from Heifer International: 
 

Thank you First Congregational Church of Westfield for the gen-
erous donations this year to help end hunger and poverty in the 
world! To the Church School for Filling the Ark, Reading to Feed 
and holding the delicious and beautiful Cake Auction – to those 
who sold and bought alternative Heifer gifts last Christmas – and 
to the entire congregation for supporting our work! Your gifts will 
help many families improve their lives, nourish and educate their 
children and have the joy of helping others as they pass on the gift 
of an animal and training to another family in need. Thank you 
for being partners in our work since 1978, donating over $56,000! 
In gratitude, Valerie Danzey, Heifer Coordinator for DE, NJ & 
PA. 

Readers and Riders Visit  
 

Ignore the bugs and threatening thunderstorms - it's time to 
'picnic' in Patton Auditorium. Bring your appetite and favorite 
dish to the Readers and Riders Welcome Back Picnic at 12:30 
pm on Thursday, September 13th.We are planning our fall ac-
tivities and looking forward to your input. Please call Laura 
Berzofsky at (908) 232-6516 by Tuesday, September 11th to let 
us know what you are preparing. See you then! 
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YF Update 

 

Youth Fellowship will kick off their new semester on Sunday, 
September 16 with a pizza party for all FCC youth in Grades 7
-12 and their parents. The upcoming meetings and events 
schedule will be discussed. Some of what’s ahead this YF 
year are: a trip to Yestercades in downtown Westfield; an es-
cape room; ice skating; two Bridges Runs; a possible canoe 
trip; a lock-in; helping at the Elizabeth Coalition; seeing Can-
struction; deciding on next summer’s mission trip; and of 
course, regular meetings. The theme of seeing God in our dai-
ly lives begun last year will continue as well as starting each 
meeting with a devotion or short scripture discussion. YF 
Leaders will be contacted by email to set up the schedule of 
organizing meetings. If you have any suggestions for YF ac-
tivities, fun or outreach – please see Rev. Mounts. Looking 
forward to another great YF year!  
 

September 

16 Kick Off Meeting 

23 Kick Off Meeting (Alternative date.  Details to be.  
         be sent by email.) 
30 5:00pm Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPASS SCHOOLHOUSE IS OPEN -  
DRIVE CAREFULLY  

 

We're so happy to be back at school and have the hallways filled 
with the sounds of children's laughter (and some tears....) and 
voices! 
 

The four weeks of Compass Summer Camp "took" us to Italy, 
Australia, China and more, had us collecting seashells and snor-
keling in our classrooms, and creating the Compass Art Gallery to 
share with our families. 
 

Once camp was complete, rooms #1 and #3 in McCorison were 
painted, the drain for the small sink in Loomis Hall was repaired, 
and then teachers prepared their classrooms to welcome new stu-
dents. 
 

Compass SchoolHouse is committed to promoting lifelong profes-
sional development for its teachers in informal and formal educa-
tional settings that will ultimately benefit a young child's educa-
tion. We continually expand our knowledge and skills to imple-
ment the best educational practices. The Compass staff has exten-
sive education, knowledge, and experience that they are looking 
forward to sharing with teachers and parents in the Westfield and 
surrounding communities in a three part WORKSHOP SERIES 
during the 2018-19 school year. We are grateful for FCC's support 
in allowing us to use Patton Auditorium for these workshops with 
the added benefit of exposing the beauty and grandeur of the 
room to many people in the community. The flyer for the work-
shop series will include information about how to rent Patton for 
events, and as part of the introduction of each workshop, we will 
share the history of Patton and the fact that the room is available 
for rent through FCC. By working together in this way, it is our 
shared goal to generate additional income for FCC. 
 

We look forward to an exciting school year and to working with 
FCC to continue to make a positive impact on our wid-
er community. 

 

Summer Mission Trip 2018 

Recap 

 

 

 

On Saturday, July 21 a group of thirty-nine mission trippers 
departed from FCC for a week of service in Collettsville, 
North Carolina with the Johns River Valley Camp. The Camp 
is part of the United Church of Christ and is associated with 
the UCC Southern Conference. There we spent a week work-
ing in four teams. During our service days we built handi-
capped ramps, did home repair for several elderly people in 
the Lenoir and Boone area, worked at F.A.R.M. (Feeding All 
Regardless of Means), did river clean up on the Johns River, 
built a trench, cleaned gutters, painted a kitchen and more. On 
our day off Wednesday, we went tubing on the New River and 
enjoyed a family style meal at the Dan’l Boone Inn. It was hot 
and humid, with bugs and some poison ivy, but we had a great 
time both during our service work and during our down time 
at the camp. We worked hard and got to know some remarka-
ble people from that area and from the camp. We got to know 
each other better and had some terrific discussions during our 
time of worship and meetings together.  As you will be able to 
tell from the comments on page 6, it was a great trip and we 
all came away from it moved, changed and ready to do more 
here at home.  
 

The Mission Trip Thank You Lunch will be held on Sunday, 
November 4 at 11:30am in Patton. We hope you can join us so 
we can thank you for your support and tell you more about our 
adventures in North Carolina! 2018 Mission Trip attendees in North Carolina 
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Mission Trip Comments 

 

Joseph Touris 

I loved how I got the opportunity to help someone less fortu-
nate than I am and to see how other people live in such a dif-
ferent part of the world. I was blessed to become such good 
friends with all of the other kids on the Mission Trip. 
 

Rae Mikula 

I really enjoyed being able to get closer with the people from 
church. I loved the new community we created in North Caro-
lina and all the amazing people I was able to help within it. 
 

Grace Bailey 

For me, the Mission Trip was a lot of work that afterwards 
made me feel incredibly happy and grateful that I was able to 
help people who have trouble receiving assistance and getting 
things they need in their lives. 
 

Deb Volz 

Another rewarding trip filled with enrichment, laughs and 
memories! Service was immediate with the building of ADA 
ramps and the food service at F.A.R.M., and long term with 
the mulching at Habitat and the river cleanup that was able to 
be completed. To coin the game from our camp counselors, 
my "lemon" is that there are so many in need of help, but my 
"strawberry" is that our community and especially our youth 
will be there to provide that help! 
 

Zach Volz 

I always enjoy these trips and being able to help others, but 
my favorite part this year was the number of new Mission 
Trippers who could finally experience what we have been 
telling them about all these years! 
 

Laurel Elkin 

Although this trip was a little bit different than the other ones 
I’ve been on, it was a great experience! Being without internet 
and cell service truly brought us all closer together. It was a 
great week! 
 

Margot Motyczka 

Best Mission Trip ever! (except for the bugs). it was really 
awesome to meet new people and work at new places.  
 

Heidi Hylan 

Great first Mission Trip! The work we did helped so many 
people both directly and indirectly. The students put in a 
200% effort. 
 

Daniel Gunchar 

During the Mission Trip I was able to bond with the other 
youth fellowship members. The trip also helped me appreciate 
everything I have by allowing me to disconnect from the out-
side world. 
 

Natalie Mikula 

This year was my first Mission Trip ever and I couldn't have 
asked for a better group to have gone with. The mission trip 
allowed me to take a week without my phone and help others 
outside of town, let alone out of state. Despite getting a bee 
sting on the first day of working (plus a swollen hand) I was 
able to meet and learn others' stories while having fun with 
my church family. 
 

(continued on right) 

(continued from left) 
 

Thomson Estabrook 

While the Mission Trip itself allowed me to partake in a wonder-
ful road trip, and experience changing the world for people in a 
very different state, the true beauty that was present in my experi-
ence was growing far closer with the other youth of the Church 
whom I had grown up with, but never truly known. 
 

Giavanna Schifando 

This Mission Trip was very different. There were a lot of new 
people on the trip. Living in a camp like setting allowed us to do a 
bunch of activities after working all day. 
 

Flannery Schifando 

 It was my first Mission Trip and I thought that I was going to 
hate it. By the second day, I was having fun and making new 
friends. We bonded over the many bugs found in our bathroom 
and cabin!! 
 

Denise Schifando 

I love how this Mission Trip brought our group together. Strength 
grows in the moments when you think that you cannot go on but 
you keep going anyway. My heart swells with pride because we 
conquered canoeing!! 
 

Grace Endy 

I felt this mission trip served to create and strengthen bonds be-
tween all of the members of our congregation who partook in the 
experience. In addition, it allowed our congregation to reach out 
to new members of our greater community and to better the lives 
of so many people. 
 

Nattie Fountain Jardim 

The Mission Trip is always a great time, everyone should experi-
ence one in their lives. You will have so much fun and do such 
good work. It’s an opportunity you shouldn’t pass up on. 
 

Kelton Easterbrook 

I had a blast on the Mission Trip. This being my first Mission Trip 
I wasn't quite sure what to expect. Without a doubt all my expec-
tations were blown away. I had endless amounts of fun, helped 
many people, and got to bond with all the people who went with 
me. 
 

Sophia Andersen 

The Mission Trip was a really good learning experience, and I had 
a lot of fun! 
 

Jeremy Bonnell 
This year’s Mission Trip to North Carolina was my first. I know it 
will hold a special place in my heart. 
 

Cindy Boyea 

This was another exciting and challenging Mission Trip. I always 
enjoy watching all the first timers – both students and chaperones 
– change over the week. I wasn’t disappointed! 
 

Bridget Andersen 

It was a meaningful week of service, and a true growth experi-
ence, for both the youth and the chaperones. 
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SUMMER MINI MISSION EVENT 

 

Our fourth annual intergenerational 
“Summer Mini Mission Event” 
took place on Friday, August 17. 
The theme for this year was 
“You’re Welcome”, focusing on 
the treatment of “the stranger” in 
both the Bible and our spiritual 
tradition. 

 

Thirty FCC members, students and friends gathered in the Sanctuary 
for a study and discussion of the story Jesus tells about sheep and 
goats in Matthew 25. Following that, the group shared dinner and 
conversation, as well as assembled “Welcome Baskets” for new guests 
to the Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless. 
 

Then on Sunday, the morning’s Worship celebration and Dr. Boyea’s 
Message focused on that same theme. 
 

Once again, it was an enlightening and rewarding experience for our 
participants. See photos on pages 9, 10 & 11.  

STEWARDSHIP DRIVE 2018 

 

All We Do:  
Faith, Family, Fellowship and Foundations  

 

If you have been around FCC for any length of time, it 
would be perfectly understandable to look at the above 
theme and consider “All” to be the key word in it. After 
“All,” we are an extremely active spiritual community in 
terms of the breadth and depth of our worship, service, 
educational and social opportunities and offerings. Howev-
er, as significant as the word “All” is to that theme state-
ment, let me suggest that it is far less so than the word 
“We.”  
 

Having studied, taught and written about effective teams 
and organizations for many years, one of the things that 
stands out for me is the degree to which they think and 
speak in the language of “we” and “us” far more than the 
language of “I” or “me.” They maintain cultures where 
those involved accept and appreciate that no one is an is-
land; that the good which is achieved is always due to 
more than one, and usually, many people, contributing the 
best of whatever gifts, talents and resources that they have.  
 

That, to me, is who and what FCC is. We are a “We” 
place. “We” are a spiritual community that is able to grow 
and serve God’s people in so many ways because ”We” 
are a place where everyone – and everyone’s contribution -
- matters. And matters greatly. 
 

-- Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea, Senior Minister  
 

 

Pledging is Easy  
 

On Consecration Sunday, we gather as a community to 
formally declare our support for FCC. However, pledging 
is encouraged throughout the Stewardship drive. There are 
three easy ways to make a pledge:  
 

Go online to fccofwestfield.org/pledges- page to make a 
secure pledge  

Bring your pledge card to FCC on any of the weeks up 
through Consecration Sunday.  

Mail your pledge card to First Congregational Church 125 
Elmer St. Westfield, NJ 07090  

Stewardship Calendar  
 

Sunday 

September 23: Stewardship Kick-Off: Faith  
September 30: Focus on Family  

 

October 14: Focus on Fellowship  

October 21: Focus on Foundations  
October 28: Consecration Sunday  
 

Saturday  
October 27:  
October Surprise, 7p.m.  

Photos from Michael Bonnel’s Eagle Scout Award  
presentation held August 12.  
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Church School News 
 

Summer Children’s Sunday Programs Come To An End 

September 2nd marks the end of our summer programing for 
children, Kids In Church and Kidzone. Church School and Crib 
Room will begin again on September 9 (see below). 
 

Welcome Back! 
We look forward once again to seeing all of the children and youth 
of our church on Sunday, September 9th. On that day, Church 
School will begin, the third graders and other new students will be 
presented with Bibles, and we will recognize and commission our 
staff for the 2018-2019 school year. Church School photos will 
also be taken during class time. Then... 
 

Big Things are Happening at FCC’s Church School! 
At FCC, Christian education is one of our cornerstones and our 
children an integral part of this spiritual community. Therefore, 
we are excited to announce that we have revised our entire Church 
School program. Over the late spring and summer, a Faith 
Formation and Curriculum Committee was formed to provide 
assistance in this endeavor under the direction of Mark, Joy and 
Alida. 
 

Beginning in September, we will launch our new story-based 
sequential curriculum that runs from Genesis through the New 
Testament. We will offer a broad view of the entire Bible 
sequentially in a three year cycle. It is felt that by offering a 
chronological story-based curriculum, the children will be more 
engaged and they will come to better understand how the stories 
of the Bible relate to one another. We also feel that a story-based 
curriculum will help kids better remember the major themes and 
examples of the Bible. Our curriculum will continue to emphasize 
learning and loving God, and caring for each other, their family 
and friends, and God’s world. 
 

Each Sunday will look roughly like this: 
 

After the “Word For Children,” all of the children and teachers 
will meet in Patton to hear the Bible story of the day. Sometimes 
the teachers will read the story and sometimes we will have a 
Mystery Guest Reader! Then, the kids will go to their classrooms 
to do an age related activity which reinforces the story. We will 
have three age groups: 3 years – Grade 2, Grades 3-6 and Grades 7
-9. 
 

How can you be a part of this new program? Volunteer to be a 
Mystery Reader! This will only take 10-15 minutes, which will 
allow you to return to the Sanctuary for the rest of the Worship 
service. Please let Alida, Mark or Joy know if you would like to 
be a Mystery Guest Reader. 
 

We would like to thank the members of our Faith Formation and 
Curriculum Committee for their diligent and continued support: 
Alicia Adams, Renee Bischoff, Michel Chartrain, Denise 
Schifando, Mark Boyea, Joy Mounts and Alida Woods. 
 

We look forward to an exciting year of learning and growing 
together. 
 

A Time To Share 

The children really enjoy a snack during their Church School 
class. We are asking each family to donate a half gallon bottle of 
juice and/or a snack (such as a box of pretzels, graham crackers or 
crackers). Your generosity is very much appreciated. 

(continued on left) 

(continued from right) 
 

Training Seminar for All Church School Teachers 

The first teacher training session of the year will be held on 
Thursday, September 6, from 7 - 9:30pm, in Wightman 
Lounge for all Church School teachers. New teachers are 
asked to arrive at 6:30pm. A tour of the classrooms, building 
and resource center will be given. A review of our new Church 
School curriculum, as well as our first Bible Study session 
covering the first few weeks of class will also be provided. As 
this is a new program, please make every effort to attend this 
very important meeting. 
 

Teachers are asked to pick up their curriculum prior to the 
September 6th meeting to allow time for review. It can be 
picked up by calling the Church Office between 9am - 3pm, 
Monday through Friday. Please bring the curriculum with you 
to the September 6th teachers' meeting. 
 

Give a Book to Celebrate a Special Occasion 

If you would like to honor your son or daughter (or any family 
member) on their birthday or other special occasion, why not 
consider donating a book or video to the church library in that 
person's name? A book plate honoring that person will be 
placed in the book or video. 
 

Church School Donations 

Thank you to all who have donated to our Church School 
Wish List Drive. Your donations will help keep our costs 
down as we pursue our ongoing efforts to offer creative pro-
gramming for our youth. 
 

Free will donations for needed Church School supplies will 
continue through September. Gift cards and monetary dona-
tions earmarked for Church School are especially welcome, as 
they allow us to purchase unforeseen things throughout the 
year. A list of suggested items follows, along with links for 
purchase. You can use the attached link for ordering many of 
the items: http://a.co/7jsRepp  
 

Please have the items sent to First Congregational Church, 125 
Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090. 
 

Thank you from Alida Woods and the Board of Christian Edu-
cation. 
 

Church School Wish List 
Gift Cards for VISA, Michael’s, AC Moore, Staples and Ori-
ental Trading to be used throughout 
     the year as needs arise 

Avery Glue Sticks (Not Staples or Elmer’s) 
Paper Clips, Large and Small 
Black Sharpie Markers – Fine & Medium 

Paper Mate Sharp Writer #2 Mechanical Pencils 

Tracing Paper 
Gallon & Quart clear Ziploc or Hefty storage bags 

Command Damage Free Hooks 1 lb. & larger ones &/or As-
sorted Pak 

Snacks, Apple Juice, Water 
Monetary donations to be used to purchase needed supplies 
throughout the year 
 

You can use the attached link for ordering many of the supply 
items: http://a.co/7jsRcpp 



The Congregationalist 9 

Photos from Mini Mission Event 



The Congregationalist 10 

Photos from Mini Mission Event 



The Congregationalist 11 

 Photos from Mini Mission Event 



  First Congregational Church 

  125 Elmer Street 
  Westfield, NJ 07090 

 

 Address service requested 

The Congregationalist 
 

is published monthly by 

 

First Congregational Church 

125 Elmer Street 

Westfield, NJ  07090 

 

Handicap Accessible 

 

(908) 233-2494 

FAX (908) 233-1416 

 

Email: uccfcc@verizon.net 
Website: www.fccofwestfield.org 

 

Leslie Ann Kopf, Editor 
Email: uccfcc.leslie@gmail.com 

 

Worship & Church School  

Sundays, 10am 

 

Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Mark Boyea, Sr. Minister 
uccfcc.mark@verizon.net 

 

Rev. Joy Mounts, Assoc. Minister 
uccfcc.joy@verizon.net 

 

Dr. Barbara Thomson 

Director of Music and Organist 
 

Alida Woods, 
Church School Superintendent 

 

 

Jim Palme, Church Administrator 
uccfcc.jim@verizon.net 

 

 

Tom Lawler, Church Custodian/Sexton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Deadline:  September 18 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 30
th

 11:30 am – 12:30 pm 

 

Join Trustees & Stewardship to learn about 

New Tax Changes:  

Risks and Opportuni%es - What You Need to Know Now 

2017 vs. 2018: What Has Changed 

• Tax Rates 

• Deducons 

• AMT 

• Business Taxaon 

• Estate Tax 

• 529 Plans 

Strategies for Charitable Giving 

• Qualified Charitable Distribuons from IRAs 
• Bunching Gi%s in One Year 
• Use of Donor Advised Funds 
• Lifeme Gi%s vs. Bequests 
• Charitable Trusts 

Other Personal Tax Planning Ideas to Consider 
Speakers: 
Lesley Draper, CFP®, CTFA Wealth Advisor and Co-chair of the  

RegentAtlanc Neighborhood Non-Profits Group  

 

Ma9 Masterson, CFP®, CPWA® Wealth Advisor and Co-chair of Re-

gentAtlanc’s Financial Planning Commi3ee 


