
Frequently Asked Questions about Stewardship 
 
 
Q:  What is Stewardship? 
A: Stewardship is a shared responsibility and duty that we undertake to care for and maintain 
our church and its missions. From a practical standpoint, it is the combined energy and financial 
support of families and individual members that make possible all that we are and do as a 
congregation.  Pledges and gifts from the congregation and friends of our church represent a 
significant percentage of our annual income.  Other income is obtained through special 
fundraising events and rental of our facility to outside organizations.  
 
Q:  What is a pledge to First Congregational Church (FCC)? 
A:  A pledge is financial promise and commitment to support our congregation and its missions 
in the coming year.  Your pledge is an act of faith and generosity that helps sustain our clergy 
and staff, our buildings and grounds and our programs and activities.   Pledges guide our 
budget for the upcoming fiscal year and help our Board of Trustees plan and prioritize 
responsibly. 
 
Q:  Who should pledge? 
A:  Members of FCC are expected to support the congregation through their time and talent 
(through volunteering) and treasure (through financial pledges).   Regular visitors are also 
welcome and encouraged to participate in this essential part of our church life.  Pledges are 
confidential and can be adjusted, up or down, if your circumstances change. 
 
Q: What is the main challenge for our 2020 Stewardship campaign? 
A:  Our primary goal for any Stewardship campaign is to educate the congregation about the 
varied missions of the church and to secure funding that allows us to sustain, grow and/or 
diversify our program offerings.  We have been blessed with a trend of average pledges 
increasing around 5% each year; however, each year we lose a certain number of pledge units 
due to moves out of the area and other typical life events.  Attracting new members to the 
church is critical to maintaining our financial security and we believe that strong and vibrant 
programming is the key to attracting new members. 
 
Q: How do Pledges differ from monetary gifts and other fundraising? 
A:  Pledges indicate your intended financial donation for the coming year.  They convey a 
commitment that allows our Trustees to plan responsibly.  Individual gifts, while welcome and 
appreciated, cannot be relied upon for planning purposes.  Throughout the year, we will also 
have individual fundraising events to support specific programs, such as the youth mission trip, 
Heifer Project and other outreach ministries. 
 
Q:  How much are we expected to pledge?  How much should I pledge? 
A:  Pledging is a very personal decision guided by individual means and commitments.   We ask 
that you consider all that you have received and expect to receive through your affiliation with 
FCC and please give FCC a preferred position in your annual charitable giving plans.  In 2019, 
the average pledge to FCC was $2,800, but this was not sufficient to cover all our programming 
needs and we had to withdraw funds from our endowment account to close the gap.  Given the 
dynamic nature of church membership, we are asking all members to thoughtfully consider their 
pledge amounts.  
 
Q:  How and when should I pledge? 
A:  Pledges can be made online at www.fccofwestfield/pledges-page or by filling out the 
enclosed pledge card.  Pledges can be paid weekly, monthly, quarterly or in one lump sum.  We 
encourage pledging anytime throughout the campaign beginning September 29 and culminating 
on Consecration Sunday, October 27.  


